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INTRODUCTION.

In the month of May, 1854, the writer of

this book left England in company with three

friends to visit the Holy Mountain of La

Salette. Though impressed already with all

I had read or heard of an event, which had

proved the source of conversion or of conso

lation to so many thousands of Catholics, I

resolved to take no further impressions from

books written on the subject, as an immediate

preparation. By the Divine Mercy, I re

ceived consolations on that mountain which

deepened the interest I had already taken in

its mystery. I had the best opportunity of

conversing with most of those persons who from

the beginning, have been concerned with the

subject, its history, and its investigation; and

especially with those whose names are most be

fore'the public, or who have had the care and

direction of the Children. I had interviews with

the Children of the Apparition themselves.

And, in the course of my enquiries, I more than

once suspended my judgment, and cautiously
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revised the grounds of my conclusions. I

spoke with able men who held various

degrees of doubt, as well as with earnest be

lievers. And for this purpose I had peculiar

facilities afforded me. And ever since I left

the Holy Mountain I have felt a strong desire

urging me to impart to the Catholics of

England more detailed information than they

possess of this remarkable event of our times,

-—remarkable, if we do no more than consider

the great spiritual results which have flowed

from it. Mr. Northcote’s pamphlet has done

something, but it is little more than an intro

duction to a subject, at that time scarcely

known in England beyond a few vague reports.

My duties will not allow me time to draw out

as full a statement, or to argue it as com

pletely, as I could wish to do. But I will do

something towards it. And for more ample

information I must refer my readers to the

able works already published in France. Of

these books I have made considerable use.

The Abbé Rousselot, Canon of Grenoble,

and for forty years professor of Moral Theology

in the ecclesiastical seminary of that Dickese,

a member of the commission appointed to

investigate the question of the Apparition, and

its historian, has written three works on the

subject, and each of them is sealed with the

w!
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formal approbation of the Bishop of the

Diocese. Those works are full of documents.

The first which appeared, La Verité mr L'

Evénement de La Salette, was published in

1846. The second, Nou'veaux Documents sur

L'Evéncment de La Salette, appeared in 1850.

The third, entitled, Un Nou'ueau Sanctuaire 12

Marie, ou Conclusion cle L’Afaire de La Salette,

was published in 1853. They were preceded

by the Pélérinage 12 La Salette, ou examen

critique de Z’Apparition de la Saints V-iérge

& deua; bergers, by the Abbé Bez, published in

May 1847. And by the Nonveaux Recits de

L’Apparition de la Saints Viérge sur les Mon

tagnes des Alpea, by the Bishop of Rochelle.

In this work, the venerable prelate, without

deciding as bishop, relates his journey to La

Salette, and intimates his personal convictions.

In 1852 a beautiful work appeared, written by

Mlle. Brulais, of Nantes, who records her own

cure of a complication of diseases at La Salette.

It is entitled L'Eclw de la Sainte Montagne,

ris/ité par la Mére de Dieu, an un Moi: de

séjour dans la société des petits bet-yer; de La

Salette. This work was revised by the Arch

priest of Corps. It contains a. minute and

accurate delineation of the characters of the

two children, and records a number of con_

versations with them, in which the authoress
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was either the witness or the interlocutor.

It breathes the very aroma of La Salette.

There is also a. little work by the Abbé

Gobert, of Calais, which is not considered

quite so accurate in its details. It is entitled

Un Pélérinaye (2 La Salem.



 

THE HOLY MOUNTAIN

OI

LA SALETTE.

,__<

CHAPTER I.

FROM LYONS TO CORPS.

DEPARTTNG from Lyons, city of early martyrs,

'and centre of the great missionary work 0t

modern days, our pilgrimage more properly

begins. Not, indeed, with the discomforts

of the ancient foot-sore pilgrim, but that there

we left behind us for a time, railroads, corres

pondence, newspapers, and other mundane

distractions of the kind, and felt grateful for

that comparative isolation which yielded a

precious quiet for disposing and preparing the

mind. Some forty miles or more bring us to

Voreppe.

Here the pilgrim must turn aside to the

Grand Chartreuse, if but to withdraw himself

further from the world, and to deepen the

devotion of his heart. Nor is this alien from

the pilgrim’s one object; for the Children of

the Apparition have made retreats under the

direction of the fathers of the great monastery;

and valuable information on La Salette may

be gathered in these lofty solitudes. As we

take the first ascent, every one we meet points
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his finger to one high peak on the right,

covered from its base, as well as crowned, with

forest. And on every one's tongue is the

name of the eloquent Lacordaire. On that

high point is a tall cross, scarcely visible, it

looks so thin in the blue and bright sky. It

marks the spot behind which that reviver of

the French Dominicans has placed his brethren,

who, in that lonely retirement, are preparing

themselves for their spiritual combats with the

world.

The road for ten miles runs through a

valley flanked with wooded mountains, and

presenting many points of remarkable beauty.

At St. Laurent du Pont mules are in requi

sition, and at a mile beyond, the huge moun

tains begin to close upon the stream of the

Guiers Mort, and the ascent begins in earnest.

\Ve reach the point of the old timber-built

iron-forge, well known to artists, the single

span bridge, and the aged gateway. The

steep and whitened precipices go up into the

clouds, whilst their bases and ravines are full

of the richest and most diversified foliage.

The winding torrent, by which we ascend,

rushes down its rocky bed, broken still more

by great boulders, agitated and covered with

foam. The silver pines rise like dark giants,

and go feathering up in' places to the very

summits. And the wonder is, how this count

less numbcr of vast stems, many with a hun

dred feet and more in their height, and with

three or four feet in diameter above their roots,

can find means to exist on the face of these

huge precipices of naked rock, which seem as
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perpendicular as the trees that grow out of

them.

Mile af‘ter mile the scene continues to rise

more majestically upon the soul. I thought

of the time when St. Hugo conducted his

friend St. Bruno up these wild heights, when

paths there were none, into his solitary re

treat, where, for six long years he dwelt with

God alone in the midst of this marvellous crea

tion.

The mountains at length receded on both

sides, though reaching up to still greater alti

tudes, whilst our way lay through dense

forests of pines and beeches, mingling to

gether the lightest with the darkest green,

until at length, in the midst of an island of

bright green meadow, the vast monasterypr

the Grand Chartreuse appeared. How tran

quil 'it was! Beyond it rose the loftiest of

these peaks, Le Grand Sém, show-capped,

white as if blanched with age; and all round,

in a vast circumference, beyond the forests of

pine, rose other mountain peaks: “God’s

mountains, the eternal mountains!” I

thought, as the sacred writer’s words came

upon my mind. The Grand Chartreuse is

nature’s Cathedral. The loftiest work of man

is a toy by its side, and a speck from its sum

mit. Here, for eight centuries, with one sad

interruption, all that is sublime in contempla

tion has minged with whatever is most terri—

bly grand in God’s creation.

In those cloisters the pilgrim passed six

hours, which seemed to him but as one; for

he had by his side that mild and meditative
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old man, upon whom has descended through

so long and holy a line, the authority of St.

Bruno. \Ve spoke of that sainted founder, of

his rule and of his disciples, and then of La

Salette and its Mystery. The General knew

its history well, and the children thoroughly,

and confided his remarks to the pilgrim. \Ve

walked together through those long and

vacant cloisters. Two of them extended seven

hundred feet in visible perspective, and'the

human form at the opposite extremity seemed

almost lost.from sight. No one was visible

except the guest master, and now and then a

single lay-brother, going on his errand recol

lectedly, with a beard like a prophet. There

were forty monks still in the monastery,'and

eleven novices. But they were in their soli

tary cells, or in the equally solitary gardens

allotted to each cell. Except in the choir at the

divine ofiices, these contemplatives meet toge

ther but on special days for a time. From the

hour of the midnight office, and after the short

repose allowed between, their whole morning

until mid-day is spent in pious exercises. There

is no refectory. Each one’s meal of meagre diet

is passed by a lay-brother from the cloister,

through a little turn into his cell. lVe

entered one which was unoccupied. Its two

rooms were of fair size, were paved with old

brick, and the plain walls were whitewashed.

The magnificent library was plundered by

the revolutionists. It new forms the public

library of Grenoble, one of the finest provin

cial libraries in France. The present collec

tion at the monastery requires but a moderate
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sized room. It is well supplied with the

Fathers, and with the writers of the Order.

The chapter-room is a fine apartment, par

quetted and panelled with walnut, and adorned

with copies of Le Sueur’s celebrated series ot

pictures from the life of St. Bruno. The

choir is remarkable only for its solemn

severity of style and ornament. Its vault is

circular; a high panelling of walnut along the

walls, with a screen of the same height and

material, encloses the stalls of the monks; and

outside the screen are the stalls of the lay

brothers. There is no provision for the laity,

but a door conducts to another chapel. lts

altar was gain ornamented for the Month of

May. “This,” said the General, “is for the

family.” “ And who are the family P” “ The

servants of the monastery,” he replied. It

reminded one of the old Catholic kindliness

and affection for domestics. In another por

tion of the cloister there is a beautiful little

chapel built of marbles and embellished with

statues, at the cost of Louis XIII., and near

it, in somewhat startling contrast, is the

funeral chapel for the obsequies of the breth

ren. The reiique chamber still contains the

Holy Thorn deposited by St. Louis, as well as

a portion of the True Cross brought from the

East by the same holy king. This last is

inserted in a metal ornament, Byzantine in

character, on the two sides of which figures of

St. Louis and of St. Blanche are raised. There

are also some other ancient relics, which, with

those mentioned, the fathers contrived to

conceal during the devastation of the monas~

tery at the revolution. -
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After a hospitable repast of monastic fare,

remarkable for its exquisite cleanliness, we

made the ascent to the solitude of St. Bruno.

Half an hour brought us up through a path,

a mile and a half in length, to a huge rock

situated on the verge of a deep forest.

Upon this, as its pedestal, stands a simple but

picturesque chapel in the old circular style.

Its interior is plain but adorned with frescoes.

This chapel marks St. Bruno's retreat, and its

position gives it a sublimity which elsewhere

Would not be felt. Near it is a vaulted foun

tain, into which the water falls with a strong

gush from opposite sides of the rock; this

was St. Bruno’s beverage. The spring sup

plies the monastery. The General conld still

speak of nineteen houses of the Order as under

his jurisdiction. And at this very monastery

six hundred priests had made their spiritual

exercises in the course of the past year.-But

we must proceed on our pilgrimage.

Returning to Voreppe, our way continues

through the most picturesque portion of the

vale of Gresivaudan, by the side of the rapid

Isére. It is bounded by mountains both pre

cipitous and lofty until Grenoble rises in view.

“re will not describe the magnificent situation

of the old capital of' Dauphiné, lodged in an

amphitheatre of mountains, between the Isere

and the Drac. 'We will not stop to contem

plate that singular citadel, piled fortress upon

fortress for nine hundred feet, up the steep

side of the mountain, round which we turn

to enter the gates of the city. Let us hasten

to the cathedral, that cathedral in which St.
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Il'ugo ministered and St. Francis of Sales

preached. It was built by Bishop Isnardus

at the close of the 10th century, after he had

driven out the Saracens, as St. Hugo tells us

in his chartulary, and is a solid and massive

structure. Stripped, plundered, and made a

witness of the most horrible scenes by the Hu

guenots, under the Baron of Ardechts, but one

object of interest beyond the bare walls has

escaped their fury. On the epistle side of the

chancel rises up by the wall to the springing

of the vault, rich with tracery and pinnacles,

the tabernacle of the Blessed Sacrament, accord

ing to the mediaeval usage. The doors were

of enamel, but only in part remain. Its use

has ceased with the change of rite; and on that

high altar where “ the white lamb celestial”

reposes, the pilgrim offered the great sacrifice

for his soul’s good, and prayed for his brethren.

At Vizille, the memory of the desolating

Huguenot again saddened, whilst it humbled

the soul of the pilgrim. By a wonderful mercy

that terrible Lésdiguiéres, whose castle looks so

grim, died Catholic in his old age. Beyond

Vizille we ascend steeply and slow-paced for

two hours and a half, by the side of the expan

sive valley through which flows the Romanche.

This valley is very beautiful, it had but re

cently thrown off its blanket of snow, and

vegetation was pushing out vigorously. Snow

still lay 'on portions of the high mountains

along its side. Beyond La Fray, three moun

tain lakes with their crisp waters of deep

blue, are passed in succession. Here it was

that Napoleon won over the first battalion sent
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out to stop his career from Elba. Beyond La

Mure, the Alps send forth their giant arms to

receive the traveller. Arthur Young has ob

served, that no portions of the Alps present

scenes u-Fmore striking beauty than the south

ern parts of Dauphiné. v Here the scenery

begins to grow sublime in the highest degree,

and the interest increases for the rest of the

way. The roads, however hilly, are excellent.

And now this road goes down, winding and

turning upon itselflike a huge serpent in broad

meanders for several miles, until it narrows

into a very deep-seated oval of rich vegetation,

and then it goes up on the other side to greater

heights with similar contortions. Look back.

It is a prodigious hall sunk in the earth with

giant staircases, and their balusters are beauti

ful trees. Vast and sombre ranges rise upon

the eyes of the approaching traveller, crossing

the line of the horizon in all directions, here

fantastic in their form, there broken with sheer

precipiccs thousands of feet in perpendicular.

At last Mount Obiou reveals himself dis

tinctly above all his brethren. The masses of

rock narrow, stage above stage in their ascent,

as the tower of Babel is represented, and the

huge pile leans on one side, like the tower ot

Pisa, until the snow~covered summit has attained

a height above the sea of nine thousand two

hundred and twenty—five feet. It is said to

be visible on the Mediterranean at a distance

of one hundred leagues. Our way is not with

out its records of La Salette. There are vine—

yards as black, and, apparently, as lifeless as

the withered fig-tree. And we pass through
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long lines of large walnut trees, their flowers

all hanging dead and blackened on the branches,

which have not as yet shown a single leaf.

These trees appear to be thus affected through

one particular range of elevation in this part of

the country.

At last the town of Corps appears. \Vith

its five thousand eight hundred inhabitants,

it is situated on a platform'in a nonk of the

mountains by the side of a cultivated space in

which several valleys terminate. Behind it

rises a singularlooking range, of which Mount

Obiou is the principal feature. The approach

is by a broad zig-zag before we can descend

and cross the stream. The night is coming on;

a storm of thunder shakes the mountains, the

rain falls in torrents, mingled with lightning;

a long steep gulley we are passing is alive with

sheep, coming down in a sheltering:r run after

their shepherds in quest of shelter. At last,

though we heard that lives were lost in the

storm, we are safe in Corps, on the eve of our

Lord's Ascension.

CHAPTER II.

was ASCENT TO LA SALETTE.

IT is the Festival of our Lord's Ascension,

and I offered the Holy Sacrifice in the parish

church of Corps. The people sang their can

tiques with a simple and l'ervid piety. ' A Coni

munity of Sisters led the song, and amongst

them was Melanie, professed under the name
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of Sister Mary of the Cross. A considerable

number of persons communicated. At the

convent of the Sisters of Providence I had an

interview with the Superioress. Under her

care the two children were placed at school,

some months after the Apparition, and in that

school they remained for four years. After

some conversation Sister Mary of the Cross

was introduced. She is now in her tWenty

third year. Her features were pale but regu

lar, her demeanour singularly modest and re

collected, and her manner simple and religious.

Her dark eyes are remarkably lustrous, and

as she entered they brightened for an instant,

though the rest of her features remained se

verely tranquil, and even in speaking she

moved no more than her lips. Her whole ex

pression gave me the idea of one who had suf

fered interiorly, and had already tasted of the

Cross. I put a series of questions, which she

answered with calmness, but with readiness.

And to this conversation we shall afterwards

return.

The ascent to the holy mountain is about

seven miles. At length our mules and guides

are ready. An arm-chair fixed on shafts, to

be borne on men’s shoulders, is prepared for

an invalid of our party. The Abbe Melin,

curé of Corps, and archpriest of the Canton,

had the kindness to accompany us. This wor

thy ecclesiastic is a man of solid mind, and of

the greatest prudence: few men are more re

spected. It was providential that such a man

was found near, and with a certain authority,

to watch over the whole affair of La. Salette
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from the beginning, to moderate the circum

stances which arose out of it, and to exercise a

paternal care over the Children. His conver

sation was highly interesting. And as he has

observed in a published letter, he has “ always

been most strictly guarded in the information

he has given on the Apparition, whether by

speaking or writing, yet without giving up

the truth, or failing in the courage of his con

viction;” hence he observed, that though he

has answered eight thousand letters on the

subject, he has never experienced any unplea

santness from his correspondence.

Turning up the valley opposite that by

which we entered Corps, with the towering

Obiou behind us, we traced the path between

the mountains and the stream for the distance

of about a mile, and then crossing a bridge op

posite the beautiful little chapel of Our Lady

of Gournerie, we ascend by a rocky mule

path, carried close along the edge of the preci

pices. Below, on the right hand, a depth of

some hundred feet, was the rough bed of the

stream, into which a number of cataracts were

pouring their contributions. The air was full

of this water-music. Thickly on each side

grew oaks, firs, and pines. And above the

trees, the mountains on each side exhibited

that calcareous formation which is common to

these regions, though the boulders in the

stream are sometimes of granite. After wind

ing for some two miles or more through this

kind of scenery, we emerged upon a cultivated

basin of considerable extent. Ten small ham

lets lie dotted at irregular intervals over its
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surface, or seated in the corners of the moun

tain bases, each with its fringe of beech and

ash. In the centre stands the parish church,

and each separate group of houses has its little

chapel. This green basin is closed in on all

sides by mountains, sloping upwards to a very

great elevation. The cultivation goes up a

fourth of their height, bordered by a broad

belt of dark pines, after which all is bare and

barren, with patches of snow. Skirting this

crater-like formation, on its left, midway, we

pass through the Ablandins, the hamlet in

which the children were in employment at the

time of the Apparition. We reach the last of

these hamlets; it is La Salette, seated at the

root of the mountain of the same name, on the

top of which a cross is to be seen. Here we

part with the last trees, a few sickly-looking

beeches, and some small ashes, old, and curi

ously gnarled, and as yet without a leaf. \Ve

now begin to wind up round the right side of

the mountain of La Salette, the high range of

the Chanioux bending out on the other side of

the ascent. It is a region of blue schist, with

very little herbage, and the whole steep ascent

is broken all over with ravines. Into this

silent region, beyond the dwellings of men,

beyond the trees,'beyond the birds, we ascend

until we have rounded the mount of La

Salette, and have gained six thousand feet

ab0ve the sea. One abrupt ascent more, by a

straight path, and we reach the terrace sous les

Baisses. Gargas still rises before us to a

height of one thousand two hundred and fifty

feet; on the south is the mountain of La Sa
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lette, still rising considerably, whilst, on the

north is the Chamoux, ascending higher than

Gargas. Here is a wonderful change; from

the terrace to the top of the mountains all is

covered with beautiful verdure, and enamelled

with blue flowers. This terrace is the scene

of the Apparition.

’l‘he bells of the sanctuary were ringing, the

Missionary Fathers, backed by groups of pil

grims, stood on the verge with their cordial

welcomes,--I hastened to the fountain; to

that fountain which had gushed forth from the

spot where stood our sorrowing Mother, with

her crucified Son upon her breast. I now

understand what is felt at Bethlehem, or at

Nazareth, or on Calvary. 'But, here time was

effaced. The event was as of yesterday. Its

Spirit still breathed freshly on the spot. Here,

in this solitude, withdrawn from the world of

men, came a vision from heaven; and a word,

spoken with tears of pity, has reverberated

through the nations, and has shown its power

by multiplied fruits. And its apostles were

two poor and unknown children.

__

CHAPTER III.

DEVOTIONS 0N LA SALETTE.

FOUR happy days we passed on this moune

tain: this mountain sanctified by Mary; sanc—

tified by the perpetual Sacrifice of the Altar;

sanctified by the Indulgences from the Sove

reign Pontifi'; sanctified by the piety and
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preaching of its missioners; sanctified by innu

merable pilgrimages; and sanctified by count

less prayers and repentances. The sanctuary

of the Church is alone completed. It is in

form a basilica, in style romanesque. On one

side of it rises the residence of the Missionary

Fathers, on the other, that for the Sisters of

the Apparition, who have care of the female

pilgrims. These edifices are in character with

the Church, and are all built of black marble,

obtained from the side of Mount Gargas.

Every other material is brought up the whole

ascent from Corps on the backs of mules.

The cost of erection is very great, and funds

are yet wanted for commencing the nave, while

the hospice, with its cloisters for the reception

of pilgrims, is still but a plan on paper. Mean

while, the Fathers do their best to accommo

date those persons who come from great dis

tances, and a temporary structure of wood has

been erected for the reception of ladies. To

their accommodation the Religious Sisters look

with a kind and affectionate solicitude. They

are almost literally in bivouac, and you see

ladies, of various countries, and of all ranks,

packed together; but the charity which reigns

on this holy mountain compensates for every

thing. The season had scarcely commenced

when we arrived, and snow had covered the

mountain from a passing storm the day before.

But in the second week of June there were

seventy-five gentlemen at the table of the

Fathers, and a still greater number of ladies

with the Sisters. .From June to the end of

September the average of arrivals is sixty per
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sons a day, whilst on Sundays this number is

augmented by a thousand or twelve hundred

pilgrims, from the neighbouring parts of the

country. The kindness and attention shown

by the Fathers at all times, and to all classes

of persons, is one of the bgautiful features of

this sanctuary. This spirit""extends even to

the least of the domestics of the mission. And

lest this should be supposed to be mercenary,

I ought to add, that these domestics, even

when it was pressed upon them in private,

resolutely refused to receive any gratuity. It

was a forbidden thing, they said. Though

pilgrims were arriving at all hours, yet their

wants were immediately attended to, and no

confusion was manifest. “Ask for what we

can give and what we can do for you at all

times,” was said to one of my fellow-travellers,

“ you know when you come to see your

Mother you are at home."

We arrived a little before vespers; and after

the psalms were sung in the temporary chapel,

the procession filed out, first the women, then

the men, then the clergy. They sung the

ltlagmzficat and the Salve Regina, forming two

choirs beside the fountain. Then, urged by

the Fathers, the pilgrim stood by the well, and

in a language to which he was unused, and

which came uncouthly from his mouth, he

gave utterance to his emotions, and his fellow

pilgrims wept around him. Then they re

turned for the benediction of the Most Holy,

singing canticles. The confessionals were much

engaged. And the Fathers commenced giving

a retreat, in which they preached the great
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moral truths with force and eloquence. On

the Sunday six hundred pilgrims came up the

mountain at early morning. Of these three

hundred and fifty communicated. After a

considerable number of masses in the little

temporary chapel, the last was said in the open

air, on the scene of our Lady’s Ascension.

Blocks of marble lay all about, and served for

seats. Canticles were sung. The mountain

is always resounding with canticles, except in

the long winter. And then the long list of

notices for prayers were given out. These

notices are given daily to the pilgrims, morn

ing, and evening; and the invitation to pray

for the conversion of England comes even be

fore the one for France. France is everywhere

devoted to prayer for England, especially in

the south. The nuns make a weekly commu

nion for us; and in many parish pulpits the

recommendation is made every week. It was

curious, and wakened more than one serious

reflection in me, when Peré Sibillat gave out

that recommendation for England, to hear the

echo from the mountains distinctly reply—

prt'ez pour la conversion dc l’Angleterre. The

sermon followed. '

In the interval between mass and vespers,

groups of pilgrims were singing canticles;

others the Litany of our Lady. Some_were

praying at the fountain, or drinking of its

waters. Others were performing the \Vay of

the Cross along the path which our Lady

trod. All seemed most contented, and full of

cheerfulness.

At vespers the long procession filed on to '
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the favourite fountain. On one side of the

ravine into which it flows, the women sat on

the hill apart, round the banner of the Bless

ed Virgin, and behind the banner stood the

nuns; on the other side the men were ar

ranged. There was a wide interval between.

The Clergy occupied the two sides of the

altar, placed on the verge of the ravine, and

by the site of the Ascension. As verse fol

lowed verse of the psalms, hill responded to

hill, the women to the men. Then a Canon

of the diocese of Meaux, standing by the foun

tain, preached an eloquent sermon, and the

benediction was given in the chapel. After

which the pilgrims of a day, snatched from

their weekly toils, began to descend. “ Oh,”

said a venerable English Catholic layman, who

stood by me, “ that England knew such things

as these!” “ Protestantism,” he added, “is a

cruel unbelief l”

I have spoken of the great beauty or the

scene around the sanctuary. All the lines of

the mountains which descend upon it, even

where steepest, are soft and flowing, and

covered with greensward. There is neither

bush nor tree, but the surface is endlessly

varied. Flowers are abundant, chiefly blue

in colour. There is the spring gentian and

the stemless gentian, the mountain violet and

the Alpine forget-me-not, and the mountain

polygola ; and, mixed with these, is the rock

cystus, the Alpine soldanella, and a small

cowslip. Several kinds of ferns show them

selves, and higher up the dwarf juniper is

occasionally met with.
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But it is from the top of Gargas, where one

looks down a depth of 1300 feet upon the

sanctuary, that the beauty of this chosen spot

is best appreciated. All round is a vast and

almost unlimited prospect of wild and barren

ranges, whilst at that high elevation the scene

of the Apparition, closed in with its own

mountains, like an amphitheatre, exhibits from

the terrace of the fountain to the summits ot

the enclosing mountains, one vast carpet of

green, variegated with its flowers, and is alone

adorned with a verdure so rich, and with an

aspect so soft. On the opposite side of Gar

gas and Chamoux the precipices are sheer

walls of naked rock, descending for a depth of

some two thousand feet. And beyond lie

chains of mountains, confused and heaped in

all directions, on to the verge of the horizon,

as dark as bronze or iron, and without a leaf,

or a blade of grass, apparent on their surface.

Two or three narrow valleys, sunk to im

mense depths, are the only relief of this terri

ble wildness. "There," said the brigadier of

the cantonal gendarmerie, who had ascended

the mountain with us, pointing on the side of

the sanctuary, “is a picture of Paradise; and

there,” he added, pointing to the other side,

“is a picture of Hell.” The broad and bro

ken chasm which, on the opposite side, leads

down to Corps, offers a contrast of another

kind. “What a fine- taste our Lady has l"

“ How well our Lady has chosen!” Such are

the exclamations one often hears, as the pil

grims give utterance to the admiration which

the place inspires. The sanctuary itself has
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not been erected on the immediate scene of

the Apparition. The ground was unavailable,

and, for better reasons, it has been judiciously

left in its natural state. But a small monu

mental chapel will soon rise on the site of our

Lady’s Ascension.

We will now proceed to the history of the

Apparition.

_

CHAPTER IV.

rm: 'rwo CHILDREN BEFORE ma APPARITION.

PETER MAXIMIN GXRAUD was born at Corps

on the 27th of August, 1835, of'poor parents.

His father is a. wheelwright. In September,

1846, his father sent him for a week, as an

act of kindness, to guard the cows of his

friend Peter Selme, a small farmer at the

Ablandins, one of the hamlets of La. Salette,

the boy in, his service being ill at the time.

At that period Maximin was eleven years old.

He was small for his age, but healthy and

active. He was utterly without education,

could neither write nor read, and when

brought to the church for instruction, would

escape to play with his comrades; so that, as

he had not received any religious instruction,

he could not be admitted into the class pre

paring to make their first communion. His

father declared that it had taken three or

four years to teach him, and that with diffi

culty, to say the Our Father and the Hail

Mary. Peter Selme describes him before the

Z
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commission of enquiry, as he knew of him

during the short time he was in his employ

ment, to be “an innocent, without malice,

without foresight. Before he started with

the cows to the mountain, we gave him his

breakfast, and supplied his blouse or his sack

with provisions for the day. And, to be sure,

it has happened that we have come upon

him on the way, and found he had already

eaten his provisions and given a large share

of them to the dog; and when we said to him,

‘ But what will you eat the rest of the day i”

Maximin has answered, ‘ But I am not hun

gry.”' When asked, some time after the

event of his life, “Maximin, I am told, that

before the Apparition of La Salette, you were

somewhat of a story-teller?" He smiled, and

honestly said, “ They have told you true. I

told lies, and I swore when I flung stones

after my strayed cows. ” Such was Maximin

Giraud.

FRANCES MELANIE MATHIEU was also born

at Corps on the 7th of November, 1831. Her

parents were of the very poorest, and at an

early age she had to earn her bread by guard

ing cattle. She rarely entered a church, for

her employers kept her at work on Sundays

and festivals, as well as on week days. She

had scarcely any knowledge of religion, and

her ungrateful memory could not retain two

lines of her catechism. For the nine months

before the Apparition she had been in the

employment of Baptist Pra, another small

farmer of the Ablandins. When this worthy

man was interrogated as to her character, .he
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described her as “excessively timid, and so

careless of herself, that on returning from

the mountain, drenched with rain, she never

thought of changing her clothes. Sometimes,

and it was a part of her character, she would

sleep in the cattle sheds; and at others, if not

observed, she would have passed the night

under the stars.” Baptist Pra also observed,

that, before the Apparition, Melanie was idle,

disobedient, and inclined to pout, even so

far at times as not to answer what was said

to her. But after the Apparition she became

active and obedient; and she said her prayers

better. i

I must now extract from the formal depo

sitions which the two employers of the chil

dren made in the year 1847. They are drawn

up by Mons. Dumanoir, doctor in law, and

judge suppléant in the court of Montelimar.

This gentleman had repeatedly visited La

Salette, and had taken the most exact and

minute informations on all that concerned the

Apparition. The uprightness and character

for truth of the deponents, is attested both by

the Cure of La Salette, and by the Mayor of

Corps.

Peter Selme deposed, that “ Maximin came

to the Ablandins on the 14th of September,

1846. He went on that and the following

days to guard four cows in my property on

the top of the mountain aux Baisses, a little

distant from the summit, where the cross has

recently been planted. The whole of the

slope belonged to private proprietors. But

the commune of La Salette possesses the
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property of the level, on which the events

passed of which Maximin and Melanie speak.

As I feared little Maximin might not be

careful enough of the cows, since they might

easily fall into one of the numerous ravines,

I went and worked in that field, on Monday

the 14th, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday of

that week. I declare that during all these

days I never lost the boy out of sight for an

instant. It was easy to observe him from

any part of my field, for no elevation of the

ground intervened. I ought, however, to

add, that, on the first day I took him to the

level of which I have spoken, and pointed out

to him a little stream where he was to take the

cows to drink. He took them there every day

at mid-day, and immediately returned under

my own eye. On Friday, the 18th, I saw

him playing with little Melanie Mathieu, who

guarded the cows of Baptist Pra, my neigh

bour, whose field joined mine. I know not

whether the child was acquainted with her

before he came to me, or whether or not he

had made her acquaintance at the Ablandins.

I never saw them together before. They both

went very early in the morning to their fields,

and did not return until night, when, after

having their suppers, they went to bed. On

Saturday, the 19th, I returned to my field, as

usual, with little Maximin. Towards eleven

o’clock, or half-past eleven, in the morning, I

told him to take the cows to the spring on the

level, on the north side of the mountain. The

child then said, ‘I will go and call. Melanie

Mathieu, and we will go together.' On that
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day, he did not return to me in the field after

taking the cows to drink. -I only saw him

again that night at the house, when he

brought them back to the sheds. I then

said to him: ‘Why, Maximin, you didn’t

come back to me in the field.’ ‘ 0111’ he said

to me, ‘you don’t know what has happenedl'

‘And what‘has happened?’ I asked. He

said, ‘lVe found by the stream a. beautiful

lwly, who amusecP" us a long time, and talked

to me and Melanie. I was afraid at first; I

did not dare to fetch my bread which was by

her, but she said to us; “ Fear not, my chil

dren; come near; I am here to tell you great

news.’ ” And the child .then recited to me

what he has so often repeated since to all who

question him upon it. Next morning, I and

my neighbour sent the two children to the

Curé of La. Salette, who, the same day, at

Mass, made known to his parishioners what

they had seen and heard. This my neigh

bours told me, for I did not hear Mass at La

Salette, but I took little Maximin to his father

at Corps, as I had promised- him to do. The

child did not return again to our hamlet,

where Melanie continued to remain until the

month of December. He only passed through

when he accompanied the numerous pilgrims

who went to the mountain. I further declare

it to be my conviction, that the children, in

relating what they say they saw and heard,

do not recite a lesson they have learnt. During

the four days and a half that the little boy

' Qni nous a amusés long temps, et qui nous a fait deviser

avcc Melanie.



30 ran noLr MOUNTAIN or

guarded my cows. and during which I never

lost him out of sight, I never saw either priest

or layman come near him or speak to him.

Little Melanie went several times to guard

cows in her master’s field, whilst Maximin

was with me. I saw her always alone, and if

any one had come and spoken to her, I cer

tainly should have seen it, for my field and

Baptist Pra’s are one beside the other, on the

same side of the mountain, and they have

both a plain surface, and it is enough to stand

up to see over and into every part of both of

them. I ought to add, that on one of the

days of the week Maximin guarded my cows

in the field called Babou; he was not alone

that day, but was watched, as on other days,

either by my wife or myself.”

This day appears to have been the Thurs

da .

T need scarcely remind the reader that there

are no hedges or fences on those mountains.

Baptist Pra deposed, that “Melanie Ma

thieu entered my service in the month of

May, 1846, and she remained in the hamlet

of the Ablandins until the commencement of

December of the same year. During the six

days that Maximin Giraud of Corps guarded

the cows of Peter Selme, my neighbour, I

did not observe that these children were ac

quainted with each other. They might have

met, either in my field, which joins that of

Peter Selme, or whilst taking the cows to

drink on the north of the mountain, at the

Baisses. On Saturday, the 19th Sept., 1846,

they both came and told me what they had
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seen and heard on thc level. Next morning

they went together to the Cure of La Salette,

who the same day at Mass told it from the

pulpit to his parishioners. ‘ Little Maximin

the same day returned to Corps. He returned

no more to our hamlet. Little Melanie re

mained, and she has been interrogated since

then by a great number of persons. I ought

to add, before signing, that for some days at

first I did not believe the statement of the

Children, and I several times tried to induce

little Melanie to take the money offered her

to keep silence. The child constantly refused

the money offered to her. She has always per

sisted, in spite of threats as well as promises

of reward. The mayor of La Salette, amongst

others, tried all sorts of means in vain to put

the child in contradiction with herself; he

could not succeed. He then offered her money;

she refused it, and she replied to his menaces,

that 'she would always and everywhere repeat

what the Blessed Virgin had said to her.”

These depositions were signed the 27th of

November, 1847. The Abbe Rousselot adds,

from the notes of Mons. Largier, that Maximin

and Melanie could scarcely have seen each

other at Corps; their parents lived at the

opposite extremities of the town, and Melanie,

before her service with Baptist Pra, had been

in service two years at Quet, and two years at

St. Luce. The children have always asserted

that they were not acquainted with each other

until two days before the apparition, and then

saw each other but a short time. Indeed,

Maximin could have been little more than six
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years old when Melanie, not eleven, left Corps

and went to service. It must be observed

that these children neither spoke nor understood

much of the French language. ' Their own is

a singular patois, having a resemblance to the

Italian, and some affinity with the Spanish.

Thus, they knew not the French for so com

mon an object as the potato.

To give the characters of the two children

more completely, I must anticipate a little.

Several months after the great event of their

lives, they were both placed at school, under

the care of the respectable Superioress of the

convent at Corps. After they had been there

a year, the Superioress was called upon to

give her opinion of them before the commission

of enquiry appointed by the Bishop of Greno- I

ble. She said:

“ Maximin has but ordinary abilities; he is

sufficiently obedient, but light, fond of play,

and always in motion. He never speaks to us

of the affair of La Salette, and we avoid the

subject with him, that he may not take any

importance to himself. After undergoing

those long and frequent questionings to which

he is subjected, he never tells us, or the other

children, or any one, who it is that asks for

him, or what questions have been put to him.

After his visits to La Salette, and after his

interrogations, he comes back as simple and as

well behaved as if nothing had passed which

concerned him. It is not my wish for him to

receive the money that some pilgrims offer

him. When at a chance time it has been

forced upon him, he brings it faithfully to me,
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end no way troubles himself whether I employ

it for himself or for his parents. As to objects of

piety, such as books, crosses, beads, &c., if he

receives presents of them, he never cares to

keep them. He often gives them away to the

first companion he meets, and he as often

forgets or loses them, from the natural levity

of his character. Maximin is not naturally

inclined to piety; yet he likes to hear Mass,

and willingly says his prayers when he is

reminded of that duty. In a word, the child

shows himself in no ways conscious that he is

the object of the curiosity, the eagerness, the

attention, and caresses of such great numbers

of people; he does not surmise that he is the

primary cause of the prodigious concourse

which takes place daily at La Salette.”

Interrogated at a later period, the Superi

oress said: “ During the year past, Maximin,

though taught almost every day, has not

learnt to serve Mass well; nor has Melanie

learnt to say well by heart the acts of Faith,

Hope, and Charity, though I cause them to be

taught her twice a day." Such are the two

children by nature.

In my conversation with Maximin I asked

him what he and Melanie had talked about on

the day previous, and on the day itself, before

the Apparition occurred, and if they talked

about any religious subjects.

“No,” he said, “they did not talk about

anything religious; they did not talk much

about anything—he amused himself.”

“And how,” I asked, “ did you amuse

yourself?”

. ._.-._.-sr-_... - .
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“Chiefly,” he replied, “by taking aim,

pitching my knife into the turf.”

I was struck with the same dark lustre in

the eyes of Maximin, when I first saw him,

that I had observed in Melanie. They remind

me of the eli‘ect of tropical climates. His

eyes are prominent, his brows well marked,

but somewhat depressed at the top of the arch.

His forehead is clear, his general appearance

is frank, and he prepossesses me favourably.

His manner is free and easy, but still rustic.

He answers readily when questioned, but his

hands are restlessly einployed about his knees.

His voice has an independent drawl in it, and

he has not an atom of mere human respect in

his composition. All reports agree that he

has made but a very poor way in learning;

for he is both slow of mind, heedless, and

volatile.

 

CHAPTER V.

rsa APPARITION.

THE 19th of September, 1846, fell on a

Saturday. It was also the eve of the Festival

of our Lady of the Seven Dolours. Maximiu

and Melanie, conducting their cows, came

down together from the mountain of La.

Salette upon the level, or terrace, called Sous

lea Baisses. The day was serene, the sky

cloudless, the sun shone brilliantly. It was

about mid-day, for they heard the distant

sound of the Angelus bell. They took their
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provisions, and ate them by the side of a little

spring, called ales hammes, on the right of the

little stream called Sezia. When they had

finished their repast they descended, crossed

the stream, and laid down their bags sepa

rately, near the place where another spring

sometimes flowed, but was at that time dry,

though soon to become for ever famous. They

descended a few more paces, and then, con

trary to their usual habits, as they afterwards

said, they lay down at a little distance from

each other, and fell asleep. Melanie awoke

first, and not seeing the cows, she awoke

Maximin. They then crossed the stream

together, ascended in a straight line to the

opposite ground, and, on turning round, saw

the cows lying on a gentle slope of Mount

Gargas. They were about returning towards

the dried~up spring to pick up their bags, but

scarcely had they turned, when they saw a

bright and dazzling light. Here we will give

the recital of the children. We will give it

exactly as they gave it on the same evening to

their employers; as they gave it the next

morning to the Cure of La Salette; as Melanie

recounted it the same day to Monsieur Pey

tard, the mayor of La Salette; as they gave it

on the following days, Melanie to the inhabi

tants of La Salette, Maximin t0 the inhabitants

of Corps. and as they have constantly given it

to all cnquirers ever since.

MELANIE’S RECITAL.

“ We fell asleep......tlien I woke first, and

I did not see my cows. I woke Maximin.
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‘Maximin,’ I said, ‘quick, let us go and look

for the cows.’ We passed the little stream

which went up straight before us, and saw the

cows lying down on the other side; they were

not far ofi‘. I was coming down first, and

when I was five or six steps of the little stream,

I saw a brightness like the sun, it was far

more brilliant, but it had not the same colour;

and I said to Maximin, ‘ Come, quick, and see

the bright light down there;’ and Maximin

came down, saying, ‘ Where is it?’ I pointed

to it near the little spring, and he stopped

when he saw it. Then we saw a Lady in the

bright light; she was sitting with her head in

her hands. We were afraid; I let my stick

fall. Then Maximin said, “ Keep your stick;

if it does anything, I will give it a good knock.’

Then the Lady rose up, crossed her arms, and

said to us, ‘ Come near, my children, be not

afraid, I am here to tell you great news.’

“Then we crossed the little stream; and

she advanced to the place where we had been

sleeping. She was between us both. She

said to us, weeping all the time that she spoke,

(I clearly saw her tears falling):

“ ‘Si men peuple

ne veut pas se soumet—

tre, je suis forcée de

laisser aller la main de

mon fils.

*‘ ‘ Elle est si forte,

si pesante, que je ne

peux plus la main

tcnir.

“‘If my people

will not submit, I

shall be forced to let

go the hand of my

Son.

“‘It is so strong,

so heavy, that I can

no longer withhold it.
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“ ‘ Depuis le temps

que je souffle pour

vous autres! Si je

veux que mon fils ne

vous abandonne pas,

je suis chargée de le

prier sans cesse.

“‘Et pour vous

autres vous n’en faites

pas cas.

“ ‘ Vous aurez beau

prier, beau faire,

jamais vous ne pour—

rez récompenser la

peine que j’ai prise

pour vous autres.

“ ‘ Je vous ai donné

six jours pour travail

ler, je me suis réservé

le septième, et on ne

veut pas me l‘accorder.

C’est ce qui appesantit

tant la main de mon

fils.

“ ‘Ceux qui con

duisent les charrettes

ne savent pas jurer

sans y mettre le nom

de mon fils au milieu.

“ ‘ Ce sont les deux

choses qui appesnntis

sent tout la. main de

mons fils.

“ ‘Si la récolte se

gâte, ce n’est rien qu'à.

“ ‘ For how long a

time do I sufi'er for

you! If'I would not

have my Son abandon

you, I am compelled

to pray to Him with

out ceasing.

“ ‘ And as to you,

you take no heed of it.

“ ‘ However much

you pray, however

much you do, you will

never recompense the

pains I have taken for

you.

“ ‘ Six days have I

given you to labour,

the seventh I have

kept for myself, and

they will not give it

me. It is this which

makes the hand of my

Son so heavy.

“ ‘ Those who drive

the carts cannot swear

without introducing

the name of my Son.

“ These are the

two things which

make the hand of my

Son so heavy.

“ ‘ If the harvest is

spoilt, it is all on your
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cause de vous autres.

Je vous l'ai fait voir

l'année passée, par les

pommes de terre; vous

n’en avez pas fait cas.

C’est au contraire,

quand vous trouviez

des pommes de terre

gfitées, vous juriez,

vous mettiez le nom

de mon fils. Elles

vont continuer; que

cette année pour Noel,

i1 n’y en aura plus.’

account. I gave you

warning last year in

the potatoes, but you

did not heed it. On

the contrary, when

you found the pota

toes spoilt, you swore,

you took the name of

my Son in vain. They

will continue to decay,

so that by Christmas

there will be none

left.’

“ And as I' did not well understand what

was meant by potatoes (pommes de terre), I was

going to ask Maximin what was meant by

potatoes, and the Lady said to us:

“‘Ah l my children, you do not under

stand; I will say it in a difi'erent way.’ Then

she continued:

(Melanie continues the'recital in the pafois

of the country.)

“ ‘ Si 135 trufi'as se

gastoun ei rien que

per vous aoutres; vous

oou aiou fa. veyre, l’an

passe, n'a'ia pas vougu

{as conti; qu’éra oou

eountrére, quund trou

hava. de truffas gastas

(Ijurava, l’y bitnva

lou nouc de moun fis

oou mey.

“ ‘ If the potatoes

(las trufm) are spoilt,

it is all on your ac

count. I gave you

warning last year, but

you would not take

heed of it. On the

contrary, when you.

found the potatoes

spoilt, you swore, and

introduced in your
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“ ‘ E van continua,

qn'aqéy an per tsalen

das n’y o'ouré plus.

“‘Si ava de bla,

fucu pas lou semenas,

que tout ce que seme

naré las bestias vous

lou menjarein, é co

que vendré tombare

tout en poussiéra

quant l’eyquoiré.

“ ‘ Vendret

granda famina.

“ ‘ D’avant que la

famine véne lous ma

ris oou dessous de

sept ans prendren un

tremble, murireu

entre las mas de las

personnas que lous

tendren, é lous aou

tres faren leur peni

tence de famine.

“ ‘ Las nonzes ven

dren bofi'as, lous

rasins puriren.

“‘Si se counver

tissoun, las papras,

lous routsas seren de

mounteous de bla, las

trufias seren ensemen

sas per las terms.

11118.

oaths the name of my

Son.

“ ‘ They will con

tinue to decay, so that

by Christmas there

will be none left.

“ ‘ Ifyou have corn,

it is no good to sow

it; all that you sow

the beasts will eat.

What comes up will

fall into dust when

you thrash it.

“ ‘ There will come

a great famine.

“ ‘ Before the famine

comes, the children

under seven years of

age will be seized with

trembling, and will

die in the hands of

those who hold them;

the others will do

penance by the fa

mine.

“ ‘ The walnuts will

become bad, the

grapes will rot.

“ ‘ If they are con

verted, the stones and

the rocks will change

into heaps of corn, and

the potatoes will be

self sown on the lands.
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“ ‘ Foss. bian vou

atra priéra, mous

marris?’

“ ‘Tous deux nous

avons répondu: ‘ Pas

gua'l're, Madnma.’

“ ‘ Tso'ou bian la. fats,

mous marris, vépre é

mati, quant diria.

ooumen qu’um Pateré

un Ave Maria, quant

pouiré pas mey fas; é

quant pouiré mey fas

n'en mai dire.

“ ‘ Va'i que quaou

qua fena un paou

d’iadje :5. la messa,

lous aoutres trnbail

loun tout l’sliou la

dimentsa; é l'hiver

quant saboun pas que

fas lous gareous van 5

la messo, per se mou

quas de la relidjiou;

é la, careyma van :1 la.

boutsaria. couma. lous

tsis.

“ ‘ N'ava djis vegu

de bla gasta, mous

marris ?’

“Maximin repen

dit: ‘ Ohl nou, Mada—

ma.’ Moi je ne savais

pas :i qui elle deman

“ ‘ Do you say your

prayers well, my chil

dren?’

“ ‘ Both of us

answered: ‘ Not very

Well, Madam.’

“ ‘ You must be

sure to say them well,

morning and evening.

\Vhen you cannot do

better, say at least an

Our Father and an

Hail Mary. But

when you have time,

say more.

“ ‘ There are none

go to Mass but a few

aged women, the rest

work on the Sunday

all the summer; and

in the winter, when

they know not what;

to do, the boys go to

Mass, only to mock

at religion. During

Lent they go to the

shambles like dogs.

“ ‘ Have you never

seen corn that is spoilt,

my child?’

“ Maximin replied:

‘Ohl no Madmn} For

me, I did not know of

which of us she asked
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dait cela, et je répon

dis bien doucement:

‘Nou, Madama, n’ui

dgis vegu.’

“‘E vous, moun

marri, n'en devn bian

ave vegu, un viadge

vés lou Cou'in embe

vouetre paire

“ ‘Qne lou mestre

de la pegs, que disia. d

vouétre .pa'ire d’anas

veyre soun bla gasta,

é pey lé aueru tous

doux, prenguera dous

tréis éipias de bla din

vouatras mas, las frou

tera, é tseyguet tout

en poussiéra e pey

vous n’entournera;

quant era plus que

dimé hours luen de

Couarp vouetre paire

vous beyllé una peca

de pa en vous disant;

Te moun marri, mend

jo. encas de pa uquey-

tan, que sabou pas qui

n’en vai mendjas l'an

que ven, si lou hla

eountinua couma

quo?'

“ ‘ Maximin a répon

this question; and I

replied very gently:

‘No, Madam, I have

never seen any yet.’

“ ‘ You must surely

have seen it, you, my

child, (turning to

Maximin), once when

you were near the

farm of Coin, with

your father.

“ ‘ The master of

the field told your

father to go and see

his ruined wheat. You

Went both together.

You took two or three

of the ears into your

hands and rubbed

them, and they fell

all into dust; and

then you returned

home. When you

were still half-an

hour’s distance from

Corps, your father

gave you a piece of

bread, .and said to

you, Here, my child,

eat some bread this

year at least; I don’t

know who will eat

any next year if the

corn goes on like that.’

“ ‘ Maximin replied:
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du:-—‘ Oh! si, Mada- ‘Ohl yes, Madam, I

ma, m’en rappellou recollect now; just

avus, ades me n'en this moment, I did

rappellavou pas.’ " not remember.’ ”

After this the Lady said to us in French,

“Well, my children, you will make this to

be known to all my people."

She passed the little stream, and turned

again to us to say, “ “Tell, my children, you

will make this to be known to all my people.”

Then she ascended to the place where we had

gone to look for our cows. She did not touch

the grass. She moved along on the tips of

the grass. 1 and Maximin followed her; I

passed before the Lady, and Maximin a little

on the side, two or three steps. And then

this beautiful Lady arose a little from the

ground, (Melanie raised her hand a yard, or

more, above the ground, by way of illustra

tion,) then she looked towards heaven, then

towards the earth; then we saw her head no

more, then the arms no more, then the feel; no

more; we saw nothing more but a brightness

in the air; after this the brightness disap

peared. And I said to Maximln: “Perhaps

it is a great saint." And Maximin said to

me: “If we had known it was a great saint,

we would have asked her to take us with

her.” And I said to him: “ Oh that she was

here stilll” Then Maximin darted his hand

out to catch a little of the brightness; but

there was nothing there any more. And we

looked well, to see if we could not see her.

And I said: “She will not let herself be
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seen, that we may not see where she goes."

Afterwards we looked after our cows.

At this point Melanie is asked: Did she tell

you nothing else?

Melanie—No, Sir.

Q.-Did she not tell you a secret?

Melanie.-Yes, Sir, but she has forbidden

us to tell it.

Q.—-What did she speak about?

llIelanie.—-If I tell you what about, you

will soon find out what it is.

Q.-When did she tell you your secret?

JIIeZanie.—After speaking of the walnuts

and the grapes. But before giving it to me,

it seemed to me that she spoke to Maximin,

and I heard nothing.

Q.—Did she give you the secret in French?

BIelanie.—She told it me in Patois.

Q.-—How was she clothed?

Melanie—She had white shoes, with roses

round them of all colours, gold-coloured

stockings, a gold'coloured apron, a white

robe with pearls all over it, a. white cape over

her shoulders, with roses round it; a white

cap, a little bent forwards; a crown with

roses round her cap. She wore a very small

chain, on which was hung a cross, with a.

figure of our Lord; on the right were pincers,

on the left a hammer. At the extremities of

the cross another large chain fell, like the

roses round the cape. Her face was white

and elongated. I could not look at her long

together, because she dazzled us.
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MAXIMIN’S REOITAL.

“After we had given drink to our cows,

and eaten our meal, we fell asleep beside the

little stream, close by a little dried-up spring.

Melanie awoke first, and she awoke me, to go

and look after our cows. We went to look

for our cows, and on turning round, we saw

them lying on the other side of the mountain.

Then, as we were coming down, Melanie saw

a great brightness on towards the spring, and

she said to me, ‘ Maximin, come and see this

brightness.’ I went towards Melanie, then

we saw the brightness open, and within it we

saw a Lady sitting like this, (Maximin sits

down, with his elbows on his knees, and his

face in his hands,) and we were afraid. And

Melanie said, ‘Oh my Godl' and she let her

stick fall. And I said to her, ‘ Keep your

stick, do; I will take care of mine; if it does

anything to us I will give it a good knock.’

And the Lady rose up, crossed her arms, and

said to us:

“ ‘ Come near, my children, fear not; I am

here to tell you great news.’

“And we felt no more fear; then we went

forward, and crossed the stream, and the

Lady came towards us, for a few steps, from

where she was seated, and she said to us:

“ ‘ If my people will not submit, I am com

pelled to let go the arm of my Son,’ ” &c.

Here Maximin recounts the words of the

Lady in nearly the same words as Melanie.

He then continues his recital.

, “Then she crossed the little stream; and
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at two steps beyond the stream, without turn

ing towards us, she said: '

“ ‘ Well, my little children, you will cause

this to be known to all my people.’

“Then she ascended some fifteen paces,

gliding over the herbage as if she were sus

pended and moved on by other hands; her

feet only touched the top of the herbage.

We followed her up the ascent. Melanie

passed before the Lady, and I to one side, at a

distance of two or three' paces.

“Before she disappeared, this beautiful

Lady rose up like this. (Maximin marks

with his hands an elevation of about a yard

and a half.) She remained suspended thus in

the air a moment, then we saw her head no

more, then the arms no more, then the rest

of the body no more; she seemed to melt

away. And then there remained a great

light, which I tried to catch with my hands,

as well as the flowers she had at her feet; but

there was nothing there.

“And Melanie said to me, ‘It must be a

great saint.’ And I said to her, ‘ If we had

known it was a great saint, we would have

asked her to take us with her.’ Afterwards

we felt great satisfaction, and we spoke of all

we had seen, and then we looked after our

cows. At night, when we had got home to

our masters, I was a little sad; and as they

asked what was the matter with me, I told

them all that this Lady had said to me.”

Q.—-Tell me, Maximin, when did the Lady

give you your secret?
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JtIazimin.-—After she had said, “ The grapes

will rot, and the walnuts will become bar."

Then the Lady said something to me in

French, and said, “You shall not say this,

nor this, nor this."....She also kept silence for

a short time; it seemed to me that she was

speaking to Melanie.

Q.--What o’clock was it when you woke

and saw the Lady?

Maximin.-—It was about two or three

o’clock.

Such is the recital of Maximin. On the

few discrepancies, in form rather than sub

stance, between the narratives of the two

children, I shall make some observations

later on. It is the common remark of the

mystic writers, that celestial apparitions cause

dismay at first, but en in consolation; whilst

thosewhich are of aninfernal origin, show what

ever attractiveness they may put forth at the

very beginning, but end in troubling the soul.

And the recorded visions of the Sacred Scrip

tures bear out this rule. So far as this test

is concerned, I leave the reader to apply it to

the simple narrative of these uneducated chil~

dren. One feature runs through the whole of

this case, which, as a proof of the sincerity of

the children, has struck me much, and strikes

me the more as I examine more minutely into

it. In replying to those countless inter

rogations which have been put to them, of

which whole volumes have been recorded,

whilst they thought but of describing the

apparition, and the circumstances attending

their own share in it, they have unconsciously
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ponrtrayed their own characters, in all their

lights and shades, down to the minutest par

ticulars, and that with a truthfulness which

nothing but the fact of their having so

thought, and so acted at the time can ex

plain. Nor canit be explained how they

did so think, and act and speak, if they

had not before them the appearance they

describe, and had not heard what they say

they heard. It was perhaps the instinct of

this fact that led the Times to admit that

the children were not the deceivers. Maxi

min was as restless as he always is. He

was as free from, what we must again call,

human respect. He kept to his stick. If it

did anything, he would give it a good

knock. He could not make the same eil'orts

to look as Melanie. He took his hat off

his head, and twirled'it on his stick, and

put it on again. With the end of his stick

he sent the pebbles rolling about. Various

thoughts passed through his head. He says

he had heard talk of sorceresses, and he

thought she might be a. sorceress. Then,

when the beautiful Lady spoke of the heavy

arm of her Son, he thought she meant that

her Son had been beating her; for as he at a

later time explained, “he did not then know

that the Lady was the Blessed Virgin.”

“ Nay,” as he said at another time, “ though

he knew there was a Blessed Virgin, yet he

did not know at that time who she was." Me

lanie, though almost as ill- instructed as Maxi

min, was more reflective, and had other

thoughts. As stated to me by Maximin, the
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exact words in which, after the vision had

departed she found utterance, were these :-

“It is either God, or my father’s Blessed

Virgin, or a great saint." Maximin caught

at the last words, his ideas were changed, and

he re'gretted he had not asked the great saint

to take them with her. .

In reading the many conversations taken

down from the lips of the children, or in con

versing with them, it is very remarkable, as

the Abbé Rousseth has also observed, how

completely the whole form and presence of

the “ beautiful Lady" is fixed, and, as it were,

stereotyped in their minds. Indeed, quite as

much as her words. However new or unex

pected the question, they are never at a loss;

they never _require time to remember; they

seem to look for an instant, as if at the type

within them, and then reply, both with clear

ness and confidence. And all their answers,

given, as they have been, to every rank and

class of persons, questioning with every de

gree of ability, and under all possible varieties

of circumstances, and that for a course of more

than eight years, when brought together, are

found to have a consistency, a keeping, and a

symmetry; such, that the last replies tend

only to add a finer perfection to the picture

which they sketched on the first day. Thus,

whilst the prophetic words stand in their

original simplicity, unchanged and unadded

to, this incessant agitation of enquiry has

brought out a development in the description

of the apparition. Then the children have

learnt the French language, and have, with
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time, and the expansion of their minds, ac

quired an accumulation of ideas and images,

as instruments with which to convey more

perfectly what has always remained pictured

within them, as it were with light on their

souls. Criticism will remark upon the more

spiritualized form which the vision takes with

these later explanations; but then it should

be recollected, that whilst the words they

heard were not their own, and have no analogy

with their characters, the descriptions of the

vision emanate from themselves; and at first

their minds were rude, and their own speech

imperfect. The evidence upon which these

descriptions rest is derived more abundantly

from Melanie than from Maximin. She has

naturally been more questioned on the sub

jects of appearance and costume. She looked

and observed more. The restlessness of

Maximin made him less endure the exceeding

brightness, and hence he could not look into

the face of “the Lady," but only saw the

head-dress and the form from beneath the

face. For the face, he remarks, was too

dazzling for him to bear. Then, again, he

was much the younger of the two.

Both describe “the Lady" as unusually

tall. Neither of them can speak of the mate

rials or of the texture of her costume. They

describe the light which they first saw as

incomparany brighter than the sun, and when

asked about its colour, they say there is no

colour in the world at all resembling it. In

describing “the Lady,” the only ideas they

can use are those of form, light, and colour.

3
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Yet the colours, they say, are like no earthly

colours, for all is so brilliant, and yet one

thing is described as far more brilliant than.

another. Thus, the pearls which covered the

robe were very brilliant. The sleeves were

deep, and covered the hands, and were crossed,

over beneath the breast, so as partly to cover

the crucifix. The cross was “yellow but

bright,” the figure of our Lord upon it was also

“ yellow, but far more bright." Lately, when

the Superior of the Mission of La Salette was

preparing a statue representing the Appari

tion for the church, he went, as he told

me, and asked Maximin apart, if the figure of

our Lord had a crown of thorns. Maximin

looked for a. moment, and said, “No.” He

then went and asked Melanie. After an

instant she answered, “ No.” The pincers

and hammer were placed on the arms of the

cross beyond the nailed hands. \Vhen told

there was no such thing as blue roses. Melanie

answered at once, but “ there were blue roses,

and roses of all colours." Yet they declare

that they were not roses, they were so bright.

There were none round the lower part of the

dress, as sometimes pictured, but only round

the feet. The apron descended nearly, but

not quite, down to the length of the robe;

Melanie speaksof spangles covering this apron,

but when spangles were produced, she said,

*‘ they are not like these, these are not bril—

liant, these are poor." The greatest difficulty

has been to obtain a correct description of the

head-dress. They use the word cap, and even

point to caps as worn by pilgrims from one of
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the provinces, as having some resemblance to

it in form. But when questioned more,

Melanie can give no idea of any other sub

stance in it than light, as if it were formed

of streams of brilliancy. It bent forward at

top, and was not quite pointed. Over the

brow there was a diadem of roses, out of

which the cap arose. But in the centre of

each rose there was something exceedingly

full oi‘light. She calls it a magistcr, by which

she always means something excessive in its

brillianoy. And then a fine thread, or ray of

light, came out of those bright centres, which

enlarged itself as it lengthened. Then there

went up out of the diadem, from between the

roses, something like brilliant pearls, “ which

made a branch, and then little branches."

The Lady not only glided over the herbage

without pressing upon it, but, in crossing the

little stream, she glided on one of the stones

in the middle of it. No representation which

has been produced can give the children any

satisfaction. They say that nothing can give

any notion of the beauty or the brilliancy of

the Lady. Then Melanie speaks of the gentle

sweetness of her voice as beyond all compari—

son. And Maximin says of its sweetness, that

all the finest symphonies of Church choirs

which he has since heard are nothing to that

voice.

To complete this description I will add a

letter of Melanie’s, which was written last

year.
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. “Monsieur,

“ It is by command of our Mother Supe

rioress that I do myself the honour of writing

a few lines, to speak to you of MARY, our

Mother and our Protectress; but what shall

I say?......I, who loved her so little before

she showed herself to me on the privileged

mountain, and who yet love her so little!

Alasl I am the most miserable of creaturesl...

“I am desired to say something of OUR

LADY or LA SALETTE; but I can only repeat

again what you have already seen in books;

nevertheless I may be able to add some little

particulars which perhaps are not written.

1st. The Blessed Virgin was surrounded by

two most overwhelming brightnesses. I know

not how to name the colour of the first bright

ness, which was seen by us, and which exten

ded for three or four yards around our

Mother; and thus, in that light which was

motionless, the two wretched little cowherds

were enveloped: then there came forth from

our good Mother another brightness, more

beautiful and brilliant, which reached to us,

and moved and formed rays. I could not

look for long without my eyes filling with

tears; yet at that time I felt myself stronger

to support it; for, if all had not been super

natural, even at the approach of the first light

I should have been reduced to dust; and we

were so near the Blessed Virgin, that a person

could not have passed between us. 2ndly.

The Blessed Virgin had roses round the cape

over her shoulders, and round her shoes there

were white, blue, and red roses; from the
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centres of the roses there came a sort of flame,

which rose up like incense, and mingled with

the light that surrounded our Protectress.

In short, it is more than possible that God,

without letting us know, had changed our

eyes, so that we could remain so long a time,

as it were in a sun. At the moment that the

Blessed Virgin spoke, the sun we have on earth

appeared but as a dim shadow; so I am not

astonished that my eyes look upon the sun,

as if it were not so brilliant now as it seemed

before the Apparition. 3rd'ly. Whilst the

Blessed Virgin spoke to us she wept, and shed

many tears. Oh, Monsieur, who would not

Weep at seeing their Mother weep? And yet

our Mother weeps over the ingratitude of her

children. The tears of our good mother were

brilliant; they did not fall on the earth, they

disappeared like sparks of fire. The features

of Mary were white and elongated; her eyes

were very gentle; her look was so kind, so

affable, and attracted one towards her in spite

of oneself. Oh, yes, one must be dead not to

love Maryl one must be more than that! one

must never have existed not to love Mary,

and to cause her to be loved! Ahl......lfI

could make myself heard through all the

universe, then I might content the desire I

have to make Mary to be loved.

“ Jesus and Mary, be ye known and loved

by all hearts; this is always my first morning

sigh when I awake.

“Have the great kindness, Monsieur, not

to forget me in your prayers; and, however

unworthy, I will pray for you. t
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“Accept the homage of profound respect,

with which I am, Monsieur, your very humble

servant,

“ Sister MARY or run Cnoss,

“ The least of Religious.”

CHAPTER VI.

'rnn svnn’rs “run run APPARITION.

Tim 20th of September, the day following

the Apparition, was Sunday. And early that

morning the children were sent by their

employers to tell their narrative to the Curé

of the parish. The Abbé Perrin, Curé of La

Salette, was an aged and venerable ecclesiastic.

At the parochial Mass he told it in his sim~

plicity to his parishioners. Some who had

heard it already from the children had declared

it was the Blessed Virgin, and he drew the

same conclusion. He made it the subject of

his exhortation, and, mingling his tears with

those of his people, he spoke of the anger of

the Son of God against hlasphemers, and

against those who neglected the day of the

Lord. This gave it publication. But no one

suspected the good Curé of having devised a

fable. He neither knew Maximin, who had

been in his parish but five or six days, nor

Melanie, who, for the nine months she had

been there, had seldom come to the church.

He did not even know that part of the moun

tain; he had never had occasion to make the

laborious ascent to a solitude where only those
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who kept cattle went during the day for a few

months of the year. Ten days afterwards

the Curé was removed for this act, and a

young ecclesiastic of the same name, who was

a stranger to the event, was substituted in his

place. This is that Abbé Perrin whose name

appears in the later investigations, and who is

not to be confounded with his predecessor.

He is a young man of considerable acquirer

ments, and of very amiable manners.

- The same morning the employer of Maximin

took the boy home to his father at Corps,

according to his promise, and thus, whilst

Melanie was evangelizing the Apparition at

La Salette, Maximin was doing the same thing

at Corps. The father of Maximin would not

believe. But when he heard what had been

said by “the Lady" of the ruined wheat,

and of her repeating his cum remark to his

son when he gave him the bread, then he

believed. Those who went up the mountain

found the little dried up spring flowing copi

ously. As the terrace was the common

property of the commune of La Salette, and

all its inhabitants had the right to graze upon

it, they were well acquainted with its pastures.

Since that time the water has never ceased to

flow; it is beautifully clear, and falls for the

breadth of some three feet down the face of

small rocks ranged in a semi-circle. The

water might constantly supply a pipe of some

three or four inches in diameter. The news

spread rapidly, and put vast numbers of per

sons in motion towards the mountain.

‘Vithin eighteen days of the event, the



56 THE HOLY MOUNTAIN or

Bishop of the diocese had published a mandate

to his clergy, enjoining them, under pain ofsus

pension, to be incurred by the very fact, on no

account to publish or encourage the supposition

of a miraculous manifestation, upon which the

proper authority had not spoken. And thus

for twenty months the clergy of the Diocese

remained silent, observing, indeed, and inter

rogating With the rest, but with their mouths

absolutely sealed upon the subject. But there

came in numbers, clergy from other dioceses,

lawyers, physicians, and persons of every class,

as well as the multitudes of the poor. The

children were continually subjected to exami

nations. They were taken to the place; they

were interrogated apart; their statements

were confronted; suspicions were attached

first to this person, then to that, but without

any grounds; no evidence would come up

against them. So the Children continued to

be brow-beaten, coaxed, tempted with bribes,

threatened and cross—questioned in every way

that human ingenuity or practised skill could

devise. The civil authorities even mingled

threats of imprisonment with their interroga

tions, and the brigadier de gendarmerie pro

duced cords, as if to bind Maximin. But no

contradiction could be elicited, no signs of

fraud could be brought out, nor could the

children be silenced. They were to make

the “great news” pass to all the people,

they said; and they would rather die than

neglect to do as they were told.

“But,” it v-as asked of Melanie, “if the

Blessed Virgin commanded you to tell this

4»
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to all her people, you are not doing it, since

you remain here (in the convent)?”

.Melanie.-—I tell it to all who ask me.

Q.—Why do you not go and publish it in

all the cities?

Melanie-The religious do not allow me

to go. v

Q.—If the Blessed Virgin commanded you,

Would you go?

fl!elanie.-—I would go.

Q.—But if they were disposed to put you

to death on this account, would you not be

silent?

JIIeIanie.-Surely not! one could die but

once; and after I was dead, I could never die

more.

Q.-Do you like to speak of all this?

Melanie —-It does not affect me.

Q.—-—Would you rather not speak ofit?

lifelam'e.-—I should rather not, provided

people knew it.

Amongst others came the venerable Bishop

of Rochelle. This distinguished prelute made

a journey of two hundred leagues to enquire

and to converse with the children. On his

return, he wrote to the Bishop of Grenoble:

--“I have come back with a conviction which

scarcely diflers from evidence." And within

eight months of the event, he published the

Work in which he narrated the history of his

enquiries, and gave expression to his own pri

vate convictions. Miracles, through the

insti'urnentality of the water of the fountain,

began to be reported at a very early period,

‘o
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and'as the cases increased in numbers, they

began also to be enquired into. _

On the first Anniversary of the Apparition,

I. most extraordinary and unlocked for specta

cle took place on the mountain. The anni

Versary occurred on a Sunday. It was antici

pated that far greater than the usual number

of pilgrims would come, and in order that the

obligations of the Sunday might be satisfied,

the Bishop allowed Mass to be said for the

pilgrims. But, to the astonishment of every

one, for no measure had been taken to invite

or to draw persons together, and the clergy of

the Diocese were yet under the injunction of

silence, from fifty to sixty thousand persons,

of all classes, came together on the mountain.

They arrived from all parts of France, and

even from other countries. Amongst them

were two hundred and fifty clergyman.

Though as yet there was neither habitation

nor place of shelter, and the rain fell heavily

from eight o‘clock the night before until ten

next morning, fifteen hundred persons passed

the nighton the mountain. And by one in the

morning, illuminating the darkness with

torch-light, the head of a procession began to

ascend the mountain, whilst its farther

extremities extended some twelve or fifteen

miles along the roads in the direction of

Gap and Grenoble, besides crowding the

different paths of the mountain; and every

hour of the morning poured some thousands

of persons upon the scene of the Apparition.

Two altars were erected, and covered over

with sheds, and on these the holy sacrifice was
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offered, some thirty or forty times. Pressed

together as this vast multitude was, yet by

all accounts there was no disorder. Only four

gensdarmes were on the spot, and their sole

occupation was to open the passage to the

altars for the communicants, or to the foun»

tain, for those who came to drink of its

waters. A thick cloud covered the mountain,

and filled the valleys beneath, so that for a

considerable time the pilgrims could only see

the masses of human heads buried in the fog

for the distance of a hundred paces from

where they severally stood, though the whole

breadth of the mountain resounded with pious

conticles. At last the sun raised the cloud

from the top of the mountain, and revealed

the entire scene, whilst the stream of fresh

arrivals were emerging out of the mists that

still lay below. rl‘he Illagm'ficat was chanted

in two choirs by some thirty thousand

voices. And then, an ecclesiastic, tall of sta

ture, and with stentorian voice, rose up above

the multitude, and cried out over the vast

assembly:-“My brethren, let us pray for

France." Then one common emotion united

the hearts of all in one, and their prayers for

their country were offered up with many tears.

Mary had indeed called her people together

through the voice of her young apostles.

They were there, those two simple children,

almost forgotten in the multitude. And it

was only a year since they had been there

alone, with Mary in their company. There

has never been such another assemblage,
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though the anniversary has not once passed

without calling together many thousands.

-—

CHAPTER VII.

EXAMINATION or THE CHILDREN

As I write this book for Catholics, I have

no occasion to prove that miracles and prophe

cies continue to be manifested in the Church

of God. I will merely remark to any casual

Protestant reader, that whilst this as a gene

ral principle is of Catholic faith, and, there

fore, to be received by all Catholics, the par

ticular instances in which this divine inter

vention is exercised, are left free for the exa

mination and the criticism of the individual

members of the Church, to be received and

believed or not, according to the evidence.

Yet there are certain of these manifestations

of the Divine Goodness, which, from the

eminence of the authority which has pro—

nounced upon them, from their universal

acceptance, and from the piety and devotion

which have grown out of them, acquire the

highest characteristics of ecclesiastical faith,

and to call these lightly in question would be

both rash and offensive to pious ears. The

fact of La. Salette has not attained to this

high degree of authority. Though believed

by vast numbers of Catholics on their private

faith, it is still sifted and discussed by many

others.

It is no argument against the acceptance of
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such a fact, that its recipients were mere chil

dren. We need not open the Paradisus

Puerorum, to show that God has often chosen

children as the instruments of His communi

cations. The Sacred Scriptures give us the

remarkable cases of Samuel and Daniel, each

of whom was made a channel of prophecy at a

tender age, and, as St. Benedict observes,

.“ whilst young, judged the elders.”

Poverty and the rudeness of an unculti

vated nature is no disqualification; on the

contrary, God chooses the weak and foolish

things of this world, as St. Paul says, to con

found the wise and the strong. The Apostles

themselves are the great instances of this

economy. The Prophet Amos was employed

in the same occupation of a herdsman as the

children of La Salette. And shepherds,

guarding their flocks, were the first to whom

were announced the “great news which

should be to all the people," when the Angels

appeared to them in glorious light, and sent

them first, and before all mankind, to adore

our Lord Incarnate in the arms of Mary.

La Salette is by no means the first sanctuary

of Mary which has been founded through the

instrumentality of children and shepherds.

The sanctuary of Our Lady of the Calvary of

Betharam, in the province of Bearn, so cele

brated for the graces and favours received at

its shrine, was erected because several shep

herd children, whilst guarding their sheep 0n

the mountain, had seen a great lz'ghf, and dis

covered within it a beautiful image of our

Lady.
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In another instance a child, twelve years

old, whilst seated nearafouutain and guarding

a flock of sheep, saw an apparition of Our

Lady, who told him to admonish the Consuls

of Mount Leon to build a Church to her hon

our in that place. A Church was built

there, and became so famous for miracles, that

the sanctuary was called Notre Dame de

Guerizon, changed to Garazon, which signifies

our Lady of Healing.

The famous sanctuary of Our Lady of

Montserrat was founded in 890, through a

manifestation to shepherds, whilst watching

their flocks on the mountain. And the Pil

grimage of Our Lady of Valfleurie owes its

origin to shepherds.

The best replies to the objections which

have been raised to the fact of the Apparition

have been furnished by the children them

selves. Their replies to many of the inter

rogations, to which they have been subjected,

have been carefully preserved. Simple and

slow of mind in regard to all that is exterior

to the subject of the Apparition, the saga

city, brevity, and force of their answers,

when put upon their defence, is one of the

most wonderful and inexplicable circumstances

of the entire case.

The Abbé Lagier was one of the earliest

and most searching of their interrogators.

He said to Melanie: You do not know

French, you do not go to school: how could

you recollect what the Lady said? She

told you several times over? She taught you

to remember it well?
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Mdanie.~ Oh no; she told me but once, and

I remembered it. And even if I did not un—

derstand it, those who know French under

stand it; that is sufficient.

Mlle. Des Brulais was on the most familiar

and affectionate terms with Melanie. She

asked:

Q. Did you know French before the 19th

of September, 1846?

.Melanie. I did not know it.

Q. Did you understand it?

lllelanie. I did not understand it.

Q. Did you immediately afterwards repeat

in French what the Blessed Virgin told you in

French?

Melanie. Yes, I said it as she said it to me.

Q. You are very sure you repeated it in

French, and not in Patois 2

Melanie. I said in French what the Blessed

Virgin said in Frenoh, and in Patoi: what she

said in Patois.

Q. You are very sure, quite sure, you did

not say it in Patois the first day when you

came from the mountain?

Melanie. How could I manage to say it in

Patois when I could not say it, (for translate

it)? I did not know French.

Q. How could you repeut- in French what

the Blessed Virgin said in French, since you

only knew the Patois'?

Melanie. Well, I seid'it as she said it.

Q. Do you know what you said?

Melanie. I said it as she had said it.

Question to Maximin:--The Lady has de

ceived you, Maximiu; she foretold to you a
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famine, and yet the harvest is everywhere

good.

illaximin. How does that regard me? She

told it me; that concerns her.

. Q. The Lady you saw is in prison at Gre

noble.

llluimin. He will be very clever who catches

her.

Q. The Lady you saw was but a bright and

luminous cloud.

Maximin. But a, cloud does not speak.

Q. A priest. You are a little story-teller; I

do not believe you.

Maximin. How does that concern me? I am

charged to say it to you, not to make you be

lieve it.

Another priest. Come, I do not believe it;

you are a story-teller.

Maximin. Then why do you come so far to

question me?

To Maximin, (apart) :-—But perhaps it was

the devil who gave you this secret P

Maximin. No, for the devil has not our Lord

on his breast, and the devil does not forbid

blasphemy.

Melanie, (apart) in reply to the same ques

tiont—The devil may speak indeed, but I do

not believe that it was he, or that he can tell

secrets like that. He would not forbid swear

ing; he would not carcy the Cross; and he

would not tell us to go to Mass.

Melanie is examined by Mons. Rousselot,

and about forty pilgrims, on the mountain,

August, 1847. A Curé interrupted her nar—
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rative of the eventz—The Lady disappeared in

a cloud ?

.Melanie. There was no cloud.

The Cure insists: But it is easy to surround

oneself with a cloud, and disappear.

illelanie. Then do you, Sir, surround your—

self with a cloud, and disappear.

Melanie was examined on the anniversary

of 1849z—The Blessed Virgin told you to

cause it to be known to‘ all the people.

Whom do you think to be meant by the

people ?

Melanie. Everybody.

Q. You did not think, perhaps, that the

angels are her people ?

llIelanie. Oh, Sir, the angels have no need

of conversion.

Q. In fact, this Lady whom you saw is in

prison at Gap?“

'* This allusion to the prison at Gap originated in an idle

rumour, that “the Lady” was a person who had deceived the

children, and had been put in prison there, On enquiry, it was

found that a family of gipsies had been imprisoned at Gap, for

stealing a sum'of money. There was no proof that they had ever

even been on the mountain of La Salette. Another rumour the

TURCS got hold of, and made much of. It wassaid that an eccentric

person, well known in that part of the country, had practised the

imposition for the sake of notoriety—that the person was known

who had lent her the clothes she used—that she had been seen

dressed up in them and repeatedly practising her lesson before

hand. Such was the rumour; and the Times informed us that

the police were in chase after her, and that the whole plot would

soon be unravelled. Now, to say nothing of the impossibility of

fitting this story into the circumstances of the case, of the fact

that no such person was seen in the neighbourhood of La Salette

at the time, that the persons who lent the clothes, or witnessed

the rehearsal, have never been brought forward, and that the

story itself has made no impression in the neighbourhood, and

has never come into any of the investigations made even by those

who have done their utmost to disprove the Apparition. it is only

necessary to say that the welLknown person thus pointed to was

so far from wishing to reap any notoriety from it, that she was

highly indignant at the charge. and has shown that on the day

of the Apparition she was in a distant city, engaged in mattere'
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Melanie. No one but God can put her in

prison. I should like to be in that prison.

Q. However that may be, the things fore

told by the Lady have not happened; there

has been no famine.

Melanie. Sir, the good God is not like men,

He does not punish us directly.

To a. similar objection, (we have seen no

famine,) Melanie answered on another occu

sionz—Sir, you are in great hostel And, on

another the children replied :—-But if (/16 peo~

ple do penance.

Q. Explain to me, Melanie, how it hap

pened that the Blessed Virgin should have

said, “site days shalt thou labour, I have re

served the seventh to myself?"

Melanie. Ah, Sir, you are more learned

than I, do you explain it.

Q. \Vhat were you thinking of whilst the

Lady spoke to you ?

Jlfelanie. I listened.

Q. Did she ask you if you said your prayers

Well ?

Melanie. Yes. \

Q. What did you answer?

connected with a lawsuit. Moreover. those of the Protestant

journuls which adopted this story committed themselves also to

assigning a dale to the occurrences in question : a flute just two

yeurslnter than the first publication oi the Apparition. One cler

gyman in particular, who professed to have watched the Mfuir

with grcat interest from the beginning, rommenou his history of

the eccentric individual from the year 1848! in this second edi

tion I am ahleto put this question for ever at rest. 0n inveJ-ti

gution, it has been found ru'urdcd in the Registers of the Civil

tribunal of St. Marcollin, that, on the 19th of September, 1846,

which was the day of the Apparition, Nile. de In M—. the lady

here spoken of. pleaded in person a muse against one of her

tenants in that Court. And 5t. blurcellin is distant eigth milm

from La Salette, and that in a very mountainous country with

out railroads. Never was an alibi more triumphantlyestublished
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Illelam'e. we said, “ not very well, Madam.”

Q. What did the Lady say to you ?

Melanie. She said, “ you must say at least

an Oua FATHER and an I'lle MARY; when you

can do better you must say more.”

Q. That was very little, an Our Father, and

an Hail Mary.

Melanie. Sir, I did not know more, then; I

did not even know that I ought to say as

much.

Q. If you were dying would you dare to

say the same things ?

Melanie. Yes, Sir.

Q. Would you not fear for the account you

would have to give of this to God ?

Melanie. Oh no, since I add nothing to it.

On the anniversary of 1849, after reciting

his narrative, at the request of an English

priest, Maximin said :-~Are you a Protestant,

Sir ?

Priest. No, my little friend, I am a Catholic.

llaximin. And yet you are English '2

Priest. Yes, but all the English are not

Protestants, a good number are Catholics. Do

you know what a Protestant is?

JlIua-imin. Yes, Sir, I know.

Q. Are the Protestants Christians?

Mazimin. Oh, yesl they are Christians, but

not Catholics.

Q. What difference do you make between a

Catholic and a Protestant ?

Marimin. The Protestants, then, don't go

to confession, they will not have the Pope, and

they will not believe in the Blessed Virgin.

Here Mnximin’s well-known predilection
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for being a missioner amongst savages came

out; and the English priest spoke to him of

the great power of the English in so many

distant countries, of their wars in China, &e ,

and he asked him if he should not be afraid

if he saw the shells, such as had killed so

many of the Chinese, falling in the midst of

Corps. The child suddenly assumed a deter

mined air, and turning to the Englishman, he

said ;—Sir, the Blessed Virgin will not permit

it; come now, neither the English, nor any

body, will come and bombard Her mountain.

Maximin has an impression, that if, owing

to the slowness of his studies and his little

progress he cannot be a priest, he will have

to be a soldier. He says there are many good

soldiers, and he will take care that his sol

diers (for he does not dream of being in the

ranks) shall neither blaspheme nor neglect

the Sunday. In a recent conversation with

his early spiritual father and kind friend, the

arch-priest of Corps, he saidz—“I may per

haps get to be a priest at thirty, and if I am,

I will have nothing but a shirt and a soutane.”

The sense of a great and self'abandoned de

VOtedness is deeply rooted in the souls of both

these children. It is one of their most re

markable characteristics.

In September, 1847, Mlle. Des Brulais and

sister Clotilde were with Maximin in the con

vent of Corps. One of them said to him:

You must be vexed, Maximin, when you see

that they will not believe you speak the

truth ?

Maximin. Well, the prophet Jonas did not
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say ‘ believe, or I will kill you;’ he only said

what God told him to say.

Q. How, Maximin, do you think yourself

like the prophet Jonas?

Mwimin. I am not holy like him; Iam not

wise, you see ; but it is the same thing.

Q. What! is it the same thing? you are

very presumptuous, I think.

filmimin. Oh, yes! it is the same thing, only

God had not His Mother then, and He sent the

prophet Jonas to Ninive; and as to me now,

He sent His Mother to us, to tell us to say it;

and we say it to all who wish it. -

Q. And who, my child, told you the history

of the prophet Jonas ?

Maximin. Why, then, I read it in a chapter

of the Bible.

Q. But you know that people say, that if

the Blessed Virgin had chosen to speak to

children, she would have selected Wises ones?

Maximin. Ah, well] those others were per

haps not wiser.

The Abbé Albertin asked Maximin:

Q. Do you not feel the weariness, my little

fellow, of having to repeat the same thing

every day?

illaz'imin. And you, Sir, do you feel the

Weariness of saying Mass every day?

Maximin, interrogated September 19th,

1849.

Q. Did they believe what you told when

you came down from the mountain?

Maximin. Very few believed; the rest

laughed.

Q. Who believed first?
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.Maxa‘min. An old woman was the first, and

she wept; and then in the morning the Curé

believed it, and he wept. '

Q. Have you ever written your secret,

Maximin?

Maximin. I have no need. Sir, it is written.

Q. Ha l it is written, and where?

Zlfaxt'mt'n. There, Sir, (putting his hand to

his heart) there is no need to write what is

Written. ‘

Q. But if you forget it?

.Maximin. Ah, welll God can make me re

member it if He pleases.

Q. But if He does not please, it is lost?

Maximin. How'does that concern me? God

can tell it to another, if He pleases.

Q. The famine has not come, Maximin: the

Blessed Virgin did not say true, then?

Maximin. How do you know, Sir, that it

will not come? the deluge was a hundred

years eoming after Noe said-it.

Four days afterwards Melanie is examined

very drin and minutely by a curé from Al

giers.

Q. Can you say, I am sure that water did

not flow from the fountain where now that

flows, which they call miraculous ?

Melanie. I am very sure, Sir, that none

flowed before the Blessed Virgin had been

seated there.

(Melanie retires and Maximin succeeds.)

Q. You are quite sure, Maximin, that no

water flowed from the fountain near the cross

of the Apparition before Sept. 19, 1846?

Maximin. Yes, Sir, I am very sure.
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Q. How do you know it?

Maximin. \Vhy, Sir, I had just that very

day led my cows to the little stream.

Q. How came there to be water in the

stream and not in the fountain?

Maximin. Why, Sir, the stream comes from

higher up.

Q. So you saw the fountain flow after the

Lady rose up?

Maximin. I did not look, Sir; I saw no

thing ofit that day.

Q. Why, then! when the Lady disappeared,

did you not see the water flow? But still you

ought to have seen it.

Marimin. Ah, no, Sirl since I did not even

think of looking. -

Q. Who, then, did see it?

Maximi'n. People went ‘up to La Salette on

the Monday, and saw it; I went back to my

father at Corps the day after.

Q. And did you not go to see the fountain?

Maximin. Yes, Sir, I was there eight days

after, with this person here, and we saw the

fountain flowing.

I have room only for a few examples of the

replies of the Children when interrogated on

their secret.

Melanie is asked:

Q. The Lady gave you a. secret, and forbade

you to speak of it. Very well; but tell me

_ at least if this secret concerns yourself or

another?

lifelam'e. Whomever it concerns, I am for

bidden to tell it.
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Q. Your secret is something you have to

do?

Melanie. Whether it is something I have

to do or not I am forbidden to tell it.

The Abbé Chambon: I

Q. God has revealed your secret to a holy

Religious; but I had rather know it from

you, and be sure that you do not deceive.

Marimin. If the Religious knows it, she

can tell it you; as for me, I will not tell it.

Other persons put the following questions

Q. A time will come when you will tell

your secret.

Maximin. It will or it will not.

Q, You ought to tell it to your confessor,

from whom nothing should be concealed.

illaximin. My secret is not a sin; in confes

sion we are only obliged to confess our sins.

Q. Suppose you should have to tell your

secret or die?

Mawimin, with firmness. I will die...I will

not tell it.

M. Gerenle, Chaplain of the Convent at

Corencz—

Q. I do not wish to ask your secret, Maximin,

but this secret doubtless regards the glory of

God and the salvation of souls. It ought to

be known after your death. This, then, is

what I advise you: Write your secret in a

letter, and seal it; and let it be placed in the

bureau of the Episcopal palace. After the

Bishop’s death and your own, they will read

this letter, and you will have kept your

secret.

Mam'min. But some one may be tempted to
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open my 1ettcr...then again I don’t know who

goes to the Bishop’s bureau.

Then, putting his hand first to his month,

next to his heart, he added, with an expres

sive gesture:

My best bureau is there!

A priest of Grenoble said to Maximin:

You wish to be a priest; well then, tell

me your secret, and I will take care of you;

I will write to the Bishop, and you shall go

through your studies free of cost.

Mazimt'n. If I must tell my secret to be

come a. priest, I shall never be one.

In his celebrated letter, written after pass

ing three days at La Salette, Monseigneur

Dupanloup, since made Bishop of Orleans, has

drawn up the argument from the character

and replies of the children with such a clear

ness, precision, and completeness, that I should

do injustice to my subject were I to substi

tute any reflections of my own in its place. I

,will therefore give some extracts from this

letter. After giving sketches of the natural

characters of the children, which impressed

him as disagreeable, his Lordship observes,

speaking of Maximin:

“ And yet, every time that this uncouth

child is led back, however suddenly, to speak

of the great event, there comes a change over

him, strange, deep, and instantaneous. And

it is the same with the young girl. The little

boy retains the eyes and exterior which are so

unpleasing; but what was excessive in his

uncouthness is at once lost. They become of

a sudden so grave, so serious; they assume

4
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involuntarily something so singularly simple

and ingenuous, something even of such re

spect for themselves, as welhas for the subject

they are speaking of, that they inspire in those

who listen to them, and impose on their minds

a sort of religious awe for the things they say,

and a sort of respect for their persons. I ex

perienced these impressions constantly, and at

times very vividly, and yet without ceasing to

consider them very disagreeable children.

“A remark occurs here, which has refer

ence to what I have been observing. When

they speak of the great event of which they

profess to have been witnesses, or when they

answer the questions put to them about it,

this respect for what they say goes so far,

that when they come to make one of those

truly astonishing and completely unexpected

answers, which confound their interrogators,

cut short all indiscreet questions, and resolve

the gravest difficulties, simply, profoundly, ab

solutely, they manifest no triumph whatsoever.

One is astonished at times: as for them, they

remain impassible. N01: the slightest smile is

seen to stir on their lips.

" Moreover, they never answer the questions

addressed to them, but in the simplest and

briefest manner. The simplicity of their replies

'is sometimes rustic, but their justness and pre

cision is always extraordinary. The moment

there is question of the great event, they cease

to show the ordinary faults of their age; above

all, they are not idle chatterers. Maximiu

chats a good deal at other times, and when at

his ease he is a regular little gossip. In the
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fourteen hours we passed together, he gave

me every possible proof of this defect; he

spoke about everything that came uppermost

with abundance of words, questioned me with

out restraint, gave me his opinion first, and

contradicted mine. But with respect to the

great event which he relates, or his own im

pressions, his hopes or his fears for the future,

or whatever attaches to the Apparition, he is

no more the same child. On this point he

never takes the lead, or commits an impro

priety.

“ He never gives a single detail beyond the

precise question. When he has told the fact

he is required to tell, or answered the question

put to him, he is silent. One is eager, and

would have him speak on, and add detail to

detail, and tell all that he has experienced or

continues to experience; but no—he adds not

a word beyond the necessary answer. Then

he quickly resumes the interrupted thread of

conversation, speaks very freely of other things

if they arise, or goes away.

“ The fact is certain that neither one nor

the other has any desire whatever to speak of

the event which has made them so celebrated.

“According to all the information which I

gathered in the neighbourhood, they never

talk uselesst about it with any person, neither

with their young companions, nor with the

Religious who educate them, nor with stran

gers. When they are questioned, they an

swer; they simply tell the fact, if it is on a

fact they are questioned; they simply give a

solution, if it is a difficulty which is proposed
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to them; they neither add nor retrench be

yond necessity. Whilst they never refuse to

answer the questions put to them, no one has

ever succeeded in inducing them to speak be

yond a certain measure. You may multiply

indiscreet questions, they never give an indis

creet answer. Discretion, that most difficult

of virtues, is natural to them to a degree un

heard of, but it is on this point only. Press

them as much as you please, you find in them

something invincible, which they cannot ex

plain to themselves, which beats down all

attacks, and involuntarily and securely plays

with the strongest and most trying tempta

tions. _

“Whoever is well acquainted with chil

dren, and has studied their nature, light, un

steady, vain, talkative, indiscreet, and prying

as it is, and will make the same experiments

that I have done, must share in the wonder

and astonishment I have felt, and will ask

himself, whether it be by the two children

that he is baflled, or by some power which is

superior and divine.

“ I will add, that during the past two years

the two children and their parents have re

mained as poor as before. This is a fact which

I have verified sufficiently for my own satis—

faction, and which it is most easy to prove

beyond a doubtfi"

“ I will set down here one observation

which I have made, and it is this; that the

two children, and more particularly Maximin,

1* The parents of Melanie have since fallen into still lower

poverty. ,
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whom I have seen both nearer and for alonger

time, seem to have retained a simplicity and a

spirit of humility so absolute, despite the

honour they have received, and the renown

with which this honour surrounds them, that

this simplicity and this humility do not ap

pear as if they had the characters of virtue in

them in any degree whatsoever; they are as I

have described, but with the air of not being

able to be otherwise; andlthey are all this

- with a kind of passive naiveté, which even

astoun'ds, when one looks near and reflects

upon it.

“ The fact is, that they do not even under

stand the honours which they have received,

and seem to have no idea of the interest which

attaches to their names. They have seen

thousands of pilgrims, 60,000 in one day,

come in consequence of their story to the

mountain of La Salette. They have given

themselves no airs of importance whatsoever,

in consequence, nor have they shown any as

sumption either in their speech or manners.

They regard all this without any astonishment,

without a. thought, without a return upon

themselves. And, in fact, if what they say

be true, they look on their mission in the

same light in which the Blessed Virgin her—

self regarded it. She did not design to do

them an honour; she merely designed to

choose for herself witnesses who should be

above all suspicion, through a simplicity so

profound, so entire, and so extraordinary, that

nothing could be comparable to it, and such as

by course of nature could neither be explained
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nor understood; and she succeeded in her

choice.

“Such is the first mark of truth which I

discover in these children.

“ 2nd. The second mark I find in the nu

merous replies, altogether above [heir age and

capacity, which they have made (If-hand in the

dgfirent interrogatories to which they have been

subjected.

“ For it must be remarked, that never in a

court of justice have culprits been so harassed

with questions about the crime with which they

were charged, as these two poor little peasant

children have been for the two years past on the

matter of the vision which they narrate. Dif

ficulties often prepared beforehand, sometimes

for a long time, and insidiously planned, have

always received from them prompt, brief,

clear, precise, and peremptory answers. It

is palpable that they would be absolutely in

capable of such presence of mind if what they

say were not true. They have been led like

malefactors to the very spot of the Apparition,

or of the imposture, if imposture it be, and

neither have they been disconcerted by the

presence of the most distinguished persons,

nor frightened by menaces or abusennor se

duced by coaxing and caressing, nor fatigued

by the longest examinations; moreover, the

frequent repetition of these trials has never

caused them to contradict either themselves or

each other. N0 two human beings could have

less the air of being accomplices in a fraud;

and were they really such, they must have a

genius beyond example to be thus constantly
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coherent with themselves during the two

years which have witnessed the continuance,

without interruption, of this strange and

rigorous trial. And yet with all this consis~

tency they mingle the oddest contrasts; some

times it is the rudeness of their origin which

shows itself, at others it is impatience and a.

certain ill-humour; sometimes it is their gen

tleness, their calmness, and an imperturbable

self-possession; sometimes, or rather always, it

is a discretion, a reserve, an impenetrableness

to all persons alike,—-to parents, to com

panions, to acquaintances, to the entire uni

verse.

' 'i' "I? ‘1' ’i

“3rd. I have not been able to keep myself

from ackrwwledging in the fidelity with which

they have kept the secret they profess to have

received, a third characteristic sign of truth.

“ They are two; each possessed of a secret,

and that for nearly two years past. Each

having a distinct secret, never has the one

boasted of knowing that of the other. Their

parents, their masters, their clergy, their com

panions, and-thousands of pilgrims, have inter

rogated them about this secret, and have asked

of them some sort of revelation of it: to this

end unexampled efi'orts have been made; but

neither reasons of friendship, or self-interest,

or promises, or threats, or the civil or ecclesi

astical authority,*—nothing has in any way

been able to gain upon them in any degree;

I The secret had not been sent to the Pope when this letter

was Written.
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and now, after two years of continual efi‘orts,

nothing is known, absolutely nothing.

“I myself made the greatest attempts to

penetrate into this secret.

Ii *- # *- i

“ Such is the third mark of truth which I

have observed in these children. And now,

what is to be thought of it all? Is it truth,

error, or imposture?

“All this cannot be explained reasonably

but by one of the four following suppositions:

“ 1. Either the supernatural truth of the

Apparition, of the story, and the secret of the

children must be admitted. But this is at

tended with very grave and serious conse

quences; for if there be a deception, and it

should some day be discovered, whether put

in practice by these children, or by others,

how many religious hearts will not feel that

their sincerity has been wounded?

“2. Or they have been deceived, and are

still the victims of some hallucination. But

whoever has made the journey to La Salette,

and has examined everything, will not hesi

tate to affirm that this supposition is abso

lutely ridiculous and inadmissible.

“3. Or the children are the inventors of

the fable, having concocted it themselves, and

maintained it alone for now two years against

everybody, without ever contradicting them—

selves. For my part I cannot for a moment

admit this third supposition. The fable would

appear more astonishing to me than the truth.

“4. Or suppose, in fine, that there ha
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been some contriver of all this, an impostor

concealed behind the children, and that they

have lent themselves to play the character

which he has prepared for them, and which he

teaches them each day to play anew. VVith

out going to the bottom of this question, as

M. Rousselot has done, I will merely answer

that everything that, precedes is repugnant to

this supposition. The inventor, as it seems

to me, would have been at one and the same

time the most unskilful in selecting for agents

and witnesses of an imposture so extraordinary

such beings as these are, and yet the most

sh'ilful in teaching them nevertheless success

fully how to sustain such a part for two years

before two or three hundred thousand specta

tors, observers, investigators, questioners of

all kinds, without their having committed

themselves in any thing at any one time,

without any one having discovered the

impostor behind the scenes, without a sin—

gle indiscretion on the part of the children

which could cause any one to be suspected,

and without any mark whatever of fraud hav

ing appeared up to this time.

“There is nothing, then to be received

but the first supposition, namely, the super

natural truth of the whole, which, moreover,

is very strongly confirmed—

“ 1st. By the character which the children

have each maintained unchanged.

“2nd. By the answers, altogether beyond

their age and capacity, which they have made

in the different interrogatories to which they

have been submitted.
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“ 3rd. By the extraordinary fidelity, with

which they keep the secret which they say has

been confided to them.

“ If I were under an obligation of pronounc

ing on this revelation, and saying ‘ yes,’ or

‘ no,’ and had to be judged on the subject in

the rigorous sincerity of my conscience, I

would say ‘yes’ rather than ‘ no ;’ Human

and Christian prudence would compel me to

say ‘yes’ rather than ‘ no ;’ and I do not think

that I should have to fear being condemned at

the judgment of God as guilty of imprudence

and precipitation.

“ Yours ever,

“ DUPANLOUP.”

“Gap, June 11, 1848.

After this beautiful analysis, to which the

extracts I have given from the examination of

the children serve as illustrations, there is

nothing left to be said on this part of the sub

ject. I myself examined the two children,

carefully studied their deportment, took the

opinions of those who knew them best through

constant intercourse, and confronted the dif

ferent statements I received; and can attest,

that, though it is now six years since these

portraits of the two children were drawn by

the Bishop of Orleans, after this long period

they are as applicable as when they were

drawn, with the exception of such changes as

a little education may havefaccomplished in

them. The basis of their characters remains

unaltered. It is astonishing to find Maximiu

still the child he is here pcurtrayed.



LA swarm. 83

CHAPTER VIII.

ms rnornncr.

A few discrepancies are found to exist

between the words of the prophecy as severally

narrated by Maximin and by Melanie. Thus,

where Melanie speaks of the " hand of my

Son," Maximin says, “ the arm of my Son."

Melanie speaks of “the potatoes; " Maximin

uses the phrase, "the potato crop.” But the

variations are verbal, and fall most commonly on

the particles, without at all changing the sense.

Much greater discrepancies exist in the Gospel

repetitions of our Lord's words by the different

Evangelists. And if in the Gospels, whilst

the substance and the sense remain identical,

these verbal discrepancies are taken as an

argument in proof of absence of collusion, the

same argument holds good with respect to the

narrative of La Salette.

It is a common characteristic of many

prophecies of the Sacred Scripture, as of other

prophecies, that they contain two elements,

one of which is referable to an epoch distinct

from the other. The Prophet receives a first

and a second revelation at one and the same

time. The one refers to events near at hand,

but often of comparatively less importance,

except that it conveys immediate proof of its

divine origin through the accomplishment of

the event, and gives warning to those under

whose eyes the events may fall. The other

portion of the prophecy is more obscure, more
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secret, or more distant from the time of its

fulfilment.

The first prediction of La Salette regarded

the potato crop. Then the grapes were to

rot. Then the walnuts were to grow bad.

The general failure of the potatoes is a fact

but too well known. But at Christmas there

were to be none left. And it is an authentic

fact, that, in that part of the country there

was not a potato left that could be eaten. In

the winter of that year the people of those

mountains were dying of hunger. "‘ Fifteen

days before Christmas,” said her simple

hearted guide to the authoress of the “ Echo

of La Salette,” “ there was not a potato to

eat; you could not get for three francs what

now (Sept. 1847) you can get for eight sous.”

The Religious Sisters of Corps had their meal

prepared with every particle of the bran in it,

that they might have more to give tothe

famished people.

The writer just mentioned went, on a day,

in 1849, to a baker’s at Corps to buy bread.

It was on a Saturday. “Do you bake to

morrow?” she asked. “ No, Madam," he

replied, “the ovens are not open here on a

Sunday since the Apparition; our Lady has

forbidden us.” “I had forgotten it was Sun

day,” she replied. “\Ve do not forget that

now, Madam,” said the baker, “we do not

want the famine to come back again.”

The failure of the vines, at that time not

dreamed of, is now a matter of history. And

in that district there are still many vines in a

very bad state. Of thelfailure of the walnuts,
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an important crop for the people, I was myself

‘ witness this very year. Then “a famine will

come.” But the time is not specified. God

is not like men, to hasten punishment, as

Melanie observes. And this prediction, like

that of Ninive, “in forty days Ninive shall be

destroyed," in however decisive terms it was

uttered, seems in a later part of the prophecy

to be made contingent on the impenitence of

the peeple. “ Children under seven years will

be seized with a trembling, and will die in the

mm of those who hold them.” This predic

tion, again, seems to be put under similar

conditions with the famine, “ If the people are

converted.” It is a fact that there was, soon

after the event we are describing, a very un

usual mortality amongst children in that

portion of France. Enough of all these pre

dictions occurred to give the people a warning

of what might come. They looked on it in

this light. A vast conversion has taken place.

Swearing has ceased amongst those moun

taineers, and the Sunday is observed to a very

great extent. There is a great religious

change in all the south of France, and the

pilgrimage to La Salette has been a main

instrument of this conversion. The Bishop

of Grenoble accidentally mentioned to me,

that in the parish of which he had made the

visitation the day before we met, there was

not a man who had not made his Easter com—

munion. There is at this moment a great

movement in France, through associations,

and in other ways, to bring about a general

observance of the Sunday. The good effect
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thus produced was noticed in a Protestant

newspaper, the Record, though attributing its '

origin to an imposture. There are, also,

widely-spread societies for opposing blasphemy,

and atoning for its commission. These move

ments have, in a great measure, flowed from

the warnings of our Lady of La Salette.

We must expect to find prophecy couched

in prophetic language. The language of God

is not the language of man. Our Lord Him

self becomes strong in His language, and almost

seems to exaggerate in His vehemence, when

He utters His woes on the Pharisees, or fore~

tells the calamities of Jerusalem. But was

the strongest language of God, by His

prophets, either an exaggeration in itself, or

even a vehement figure? A partial conver—

sion modifies the prediction in the event; or,

as at Ninive, there is an entire conversion, and

the prediction is not fulfilled. But at Jeru

salem there was a thorough impenitenee of the

Jews, and the terrible prediction of our Lord

was fulfilled to the very letter.

The prophecy of La Salette has the strong,

plain energy and even the rhythm of the ancient

prophets. Where did these children find

this singular language, and how did their

minds fall upon so strange a combination of

incidents? Its very unnaturalness has been

made one of the main grounds of objection,

whilst in reality it furnishes a confirmation of

its supernatural origin.

“ If you have corn, it is no good to sow it;

all that you sow the beasts will eat. What

comes up willfall into dust when you thrash it."
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It may here be objected that it is against all

the laws of wisdom and prudence to exhort

men to refrain from sowing the earth. But

this is one of those energetic expressions of

which the sacred Scriptures abound in exam

ples. Its object is to strike the bearer with

a vivid sense of the uselessness of toiling and

making sacrifices in opposition to the determi

nations of the Almighty. In a similar way

our Lord warns those who shall have to

encounter the desolation which He predicted

to Jerusalem:---“ He who is on the house-top,

let him not come down to take anything out of

his house. And he who is in the field, let him

not go back to take his coat.” And in the Book

of Leviticus the Almighty gives this warning

to His people:—“ If you will not hear me, nor

do my commandments, if you despise my laws,

and contemn my judgments, I will quickly visit

you with poverty and burning heat, and consume

your lives. You SHALL sow YOUR SEED IN vans,

which shall be devoured by your enemies. But

if you will not for all this obey me, I will chas

tise you seven times more for your sins. YOUR

LABOUR SHALL BE srau'r IN VAIN; the ground

shall not bring forth her increase, nor the trees

yield their fruit.”

The sense of our Lady’s words is this, and

they are as full of charity as of terror; if you

will not be converted, at least believe my

words. Throw not away your corn to perish,

you will need every grain of it, for God will

not let the soil produce you more.

“ There shall come a famine, but before the

famine children under seven years shall be
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seized with a trembling, andshall die in the arm:

of those who hold them... ...... ...... BUT

IF THEY ARE convsn'ran, the stones and the rocks

shall be changed into heaps of corn ,- and the

potatoes shall be self-sown on the lands 1” All

then depends upon conversion or impenitence.

A general and complete conversion will bring

with it a wonderful abundance. Let any one

observe the nature of cultivation in a moun

tainous country like Dauphiné, and they will

better understand the literal sense of these

words. A more extensive cultivation implies

its spread over a higher range of stony and

rocky heights. And the rocks and stones are

literally reduced to soil, and changed into corn.

And where potatoes are abundant to excess,

they will be imperfectly gathered, and will

remain self-sown. The Almighty spoke of the

promised land as “flowing with milk and

honey.” He promised, if His people observed

Ilis laws, that“ the seed time should lay hold

of the harvest.” And the Psalmist says, “ He

brought oil from the hardest rock.”

An objection was raised in the conferences

at Grenoble, which must be treated here some

what at length.

In some manuscript copies of the recital

of the Children, it was found that after the

Words: “ And in the winter when they know not

what to do, the boys go to Mass only to mock at

religion,” these words were found introduced,

“ The boys put stones and other missiles in their

pockels to throw at the young women.” And

several witnesses attested the introduction of

these words This interpolation was traced to
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Maximin. Melanie had never spoken it. And

Maximin had been asked by various persons

why he had ceased to use it. And when fur—

ther asked if he had never introduced such new

expressions, he answered, “no.” Upon this

diliiculty it is to be remarked:—

1st. That Maximin had never introduced

the interpolated words in any of his earliest

recitals. And that four months after the

Apparition, when M. Largier visited Corps,

he had ceased to use them.

2nd. The first time that Melanie heard him

use these words, she exclaimed, “What are

you saying there? Did the Blessed Virgin

say anything about that?"

. 3rd. It is an admitted fact that the practice

described in these words prevailed at the time

in Corps and some other parishes, so that the

words were true in themselves as a description

of the fact.

4th. It is clear that so far from being a

contradiction of the text, these words are but

an application of it to a specific and a recog

nized state of things. They are an exemplifi

cation of its sense; a sort of paraphrase which

brought it home to the hearers, and led to a

correction of the abuse.

5th. WVhen Maximin was examined on this

point before the Ecclesiastical commission, he

gave a twofold answer. His first was, that

when he thus recited the passage, he was more

occupied with the thoughts and the image of

the Blessed Virgin than with her words. His

second answer was, that he heard many com~

ments and_ applications of this part of his
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recital, and was led to ratify such comments

by a simple “ yes.”

This last answer derives force from his

replies to certain questions put by M. Rous

selot before the Commission.

Q.—-Has it not been said that you mingled

things in your recital which the Blessed Vir

gin never said?

Maximin.--Yes, Sir. In a company of

women and girls, they would have it out of me

that the Blessed Virgin had spoken of dances

and of bad confessions.

Q.--Well; and so what did you answer

these women?

Mazimin.--I told them that the Blessed

Virgin did not say that, and as they would ab

solutely have it that the Blessed Virgin had

spoken of these things, I said, as I left them

to themselves, have itjust as you like.

These explanations, if we bear in mind

Maximin’s habitual way of cutting short im

portunate and troublesome questionings, will

shew sufficiently how 'the words under con

sideration may have got inserted into some

repetitions of his narrative. Still it will not

explain how he himself introduced them when

called to account for it by Melanie, though it

may show how they got inserted into his own

mind, and became there associated with the

text.

I confess I am not satisfied with the Abbé

Rousselot’s solution of this part of the objec

tion. I think that Maximin may be more

satisfactorily cleared of the charge of wilful

and deliberate falsification. Let me first 0b
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serve that the sentence in question neither

adds to the prophecy nor takes from it; nor

does it add to or take from the sense of the

Blessed Virgin's words irrespective of pro

phecy. It simply points to one of the

recognised facts included in those abuses

of the Sunday which her words denounce.

And I,need scarcely allude to that widely

received theory which maintains that even

the prophets and apostles, when they record

exterior, sensible and obvious facts amidst

their revelations, do not receive such facts

from direct inspiration, but are simply pre

served from error in narrating them. Nor

need I cite Gerson,‘ Benedict X1V.1' or

Amort,I or the list of authorities he quotes,

to show that true revelations, even revelations

approved by the Church, are not always with

out some mixture in their narration of things

unrevealed, or even untrue, so it be in a man

ner that does not affect the sense and bearing

of the revelation itself.

And now, what is the case of Maximin?

He often hears repeated a popular application

of a part of his revelation, or he sees it him

self, and it is quite obvious to every other

person. It becomes associated in his mind

with the words of that portion of his revela

tion, it signalises a known abuse, and on one

or a few occasions, thinking at the time, as

he says, “more of the thoughts and the

image of the Blessed Virgin than of her

* Gerson Dc Examinatione Doctrinarnm, Part 1. Consid. r.

t Bened. XIV. De Servor. Dci Beatiftet Canoniz. L. 3.0.44;

0- 47- c- 53' ‘

I Amort. de Revelahonibus. Cap. 22. s. r, Regula 33.
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words,” he introduces it into his narrative.

But no sooner is he asked by his fellow

witness, if that is a part of the discourse

of the Blessed Virgin, than he not only

does not affirm that it is, but he ceases

to use it. And when at a later time he is

asked if he ever added to the words of the

Blessed Virgin, he answers, “N0.” For he

had no intention of adding these words as an

imposition, and as a part of the Blessed Vir

gin’s discourse. And this answer is in perfect

keeping with the whole of his peculiar style

and idiom, as any one may observe who has

studied its character. It is just a little trait

of that spirit of preaching for which at this

early period he was athirst. The Superioress

of the convent where he was at school, says

of him at that period, that had he been allowed

the liberty, he would have done very foolish

things through his zeal. He could scarcely

speak in French, and yet he wanted to mount

the pulpit and preach. And next he would

go to the neighbouring town of Mens and con

vert the Protestants who are residing there.

He would say:—

I “Let me gol let me go and convert them

alll”

Q.-But what will you say to them?

_ Maximin.—-I will say: Do as I dol Do as I

do!

“ Oh well, then,” replied his friend in rail~

lery, “ you will say: Be fond of play, as I am;

he thoughtless, as I am; he indolent, as I am.

For all this I certainly am.”

JIawimin.--Say on; say on; and I will say:
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If they do no worse than I do, they will not

sin so very much.

An exception has been taken to the vul

garity of the words, “ they go to the shambles

in Lent like dogs.” But the objector forgets

our Lord’s words to the Chananean, “It is

not fit to take the bread of the children, and

cast it to the dogs.” Or that stronger expres

sion of St. Peter, “ The dog has returned to

his vomit.”

There is one objection more which is

made to the form of the prophecy. Why did

Mary say, in the first person, “ Six clays have I

given you to labour in. the seventh I have

reserved for myselfi and you will not give it

me ?” The objection implies the answer. It

supposes the objector to understand that this

is the commandment of God, and not of Mary.

No one ever took it in any other sense. It

is a quotation made in the words of the third

commandment. When the Prophets declare

the will of God, do they never speak in the

first person? If any one in earnest had ever

taken this for a commandment of the Blessed

Virgin, there would have been reason in the

objection. But it is too ancient, and too well

known a formulary, ever to be mistaken.

Hence preachers speak in this style; and had

these very words occurred, as they stand, in

a sermon, it would have attracted no observa

tion.

There is one question more, and it awakens

a sublime consideration. Why did the Blessed

Virgin come and deliver this prophecy? Ahl

why?
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Maximin said, “ God had no Mother when

He sent Jonas, the prophet, to speak to the

Ninevites. But to us He sent the Blessed

Virgin, to bid us to say it to all the people."

Who does not know that there is a ministry

in hbaveu as well as on earth, and that ‘9 God

has disposed the ministry of angels and men

in wonderful order,” so that “- they who serve

Him in heaven succour and defend us here on

earth?”

Are we, then, who have greater helpers, in

Worse condition than the Jews, who, to the

latest period of their Church, had visions to

console, and prophecies to warn them? They

forgot God, but they remembered their Pro

phets and defenders with a certain lingering

veneration. So God sent them a vision of the

Archangel Michael, or of the Prophet Jere

mias, or He sent them a new Elias, who might

recall the first to their mind. And our Lord

appeared with Moses and Elias by His side.

It seems as if, when they had ceased to hear

Him, He sent those who were nearer to their

nature, whom they still loved, and were in

clined to listen to.

And thus in these latter days, when faith

had grown faint, and charity cold, among a

pe0ple who had practically forgotten their

God, while still retaining a lingering child’s

love for their Mother, God seized them by

their last divine affection. God seems to say

within the depth of His infinite mercy: “ They

hear me no more. The voice of my Son

comes not to them. The Church they have

ceased to know. My day is to them as other
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days; and their blasphemies have turned my

wrath against them. Is there not one way of

mercy left? Or shall this people perish in

their wilfulness? Perhaps they will listen to

their Mother. I will try them by their love

for her. I will try them by her love for

them. Perhaps she will bring them back to

me, and again they may be my people.”

v And who that studies God's ways sees not,

how as error thickens, and the devil gains

power, his adversary, THE WOMAN, extends

her power more and more within the Church

of God? As those visions of her own St.

John approach their consummation; clothed

with the sun, and with the moon beneath her

feet, she is still in labour for the Church of

her Divine Son. And so she appears to us,

from those Alps, with her crucified Son on

her breast, pleading His cause, declaring His

anger, warning us of the uselessness of her

prayers without our own conversion, and

weeping celestial tears. She urges us by all

a mother’s love, and by all the sufferings and

long patience of her Son. And she points to

the two great causes which estrange from God

beyond a remedy—blasphemy, repelling Him

from us—the neglect of His day, keeping us

away from the reception of the graces which

bring back the soul to Him. When we have

abandoned the ministry of the Church, the

ministry of heaven alone remains. We have no

right to it, but God is infinitely merciful, and

our Mother is full of power with God, and full

of tenderness and love for her children.
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CHAPTER IX.

rna sacanrs.

The “ beautiful Lady” cOnfided to each of

the children a secret, and while the secret was

confided to one, the other heard nothing, but

only saw the movement of her lips. The

secret was given to, Maximin first and then to

Melanie.

After the Apparition had disappeared, Maxi~

min said to Melanie: “ Why, she was a long

time speaking to you, I only saw her lips

move, but what did she say ?"* To which

Melanie replied: “ She told me something:

but I will not tell you what; she has forbidden

me.” Maximin quickly replied: “ Ohl I am

well satisfied, Melanie; come, she told me

something also; but I will no more tell you

than you will tell me."

Towards the end of March 1851, the Bishop

of Grenoble learnt through the Cardinal Arch

bishop of Lyons, that His Holiness had inti

mated some desire to know these secrets. The

prelate directed his secretary, the Abbé Au

vergne, and the Abbé Rousselot, to instruct

' This seems to be a contradiction to what is said in the chap

ter on the Apparition, that Maximin did not see the face. The

first statement is horn a conversation recorded in the Echo of

La Salette, the second is reported by the Abbé Rnnsseiot. What

Maximin said to me, which, I may observe, was before i had an

opportunity of noticing this apparent discrepancy, will perhaps

reconcile the two statements. He said "he could not look long,

or steadfastly. she was so dazzling." He glanced, but did not

look. When Mile. Bruials asked him if he did not see the face at

all, he answered : “ 0 no, I did all 1 could. like this," and, wink

lflil “'lfll his eyes, he began first raising. and then dropping his

head several times.
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the children on their obligations, should the

Pope, at a later period, give them an order to

confide their secrets to him. The two eccle

siastics chose different times for seeing the

children, and each saw the one separately from

the other.

M. Auvergne went to Maximin at the

Petit Semiimire, and taking him apart, he

said to him: “Maxiinin, I am come to speak

to you on something important, you promise

me not to repeat what I am going to say?"

Alawimin. Yes, Sir.

Q. Do you believe that the Church has a

right to examine and to judge of all religious

facts, apparitions, visions, 850.?

Maximin. Yes, Sir.

Q. That she may judge of these facts, is

she not under an obligation to inform herself

of the circumstances which accompany them?

llIawim'in. Yes, Sir.

Q. Can the Church be deceived?

llIaximin. No, Sir.

Q, The Pope, the vicar of Jesus Christ, can

he be deceived?

llIax-imin. No, Sir.

Q. If, then, the Pope asks your secret of

you, you will tell it, will you not?

Marimin. I am not yet before the Pope,

when I am I will see.

Q. How will you see?

Mamimin. According as he speaks to me,

and I speak to him. ,

Q. If he commands you to tell your secret,

will you not tell it to him?

5
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Maximin. If he commands me I will

tell it.

Q. Have you any knowledge at what time

you ought to tell it?

Illam'm'in. When I am made to tell it, it

will then be known ifI ought to have told it

earlier or later, because my secrets—they are

things that ought to be ............ here the boy

stopped short......... known, added his inter

rogator; Maximin added, “ Yul."

The same day the Abbe Auvergne went to

Corenc, to the convent in which Melanie was

then placed. She answered the first ques

tions in much the same way as Maximin had

done.

At the fifth question she was asked—If the

Pope asks your secret of you, you will tell it

to him, will you not?

She answered timidly, I don’t know, Sir.

Q. How is it you don’t know? \Vould the

Pope be mistaken, then, and ask you what he

ought not to ask?

Illelanie. The Blessed Virgin forbade me to

tell it.

Q. How do you know that it is the Blessed

Virgin? The Church alone can know and

say, and we must obey the Church.

Melanie. If it was not the Blessed Virgin

she would not have risen up into the air.

Q. The devil may do that, and natural

causes may have alike effect. The Church

alone can distinguish between truth and

error. .

Blclan'ie. \Vell, then, let it be declared that

it was not the Blessed Virgin.
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Q. To know the truth, the Church has

need to know your secret. You will tell it,

Melanie, if the Pope commands you, will you

not?

ZlIelam'e. I will tell it to him, and only to

him.

In the rest of the interview, the Ahbé

Anvergne strove in vuin to induce her to tell

her secret to some Bishop, Archbishop, or

Prince of the Church. Melanie remained in

flexible, and troubled. She ceased to give

any other answer than the words, I do not

know, words which she repeated some twenty

times. She retired in sadness, and cried all the

time of Vespers, at which she had soon after

to assist.

M. Auvergne sent for her a second time:

Q. \Vell, Melanie, he said, you have re

flected; you will tell your secret if the Pope

commands you?

Melanie. I do not know, Sir.

Q. “That! will you disobey the Pope?

M'lanic. The Blessed Virgin has forbidden

me to tell it.

Q. The Blessed Virgin would have us obey

the Pope.

Illelam'e. It is not the Pope who asks the

secret; other persons have told him to ask me

for it.

After several other fruitless attempts, Me

lanie retired in great perplexity of conscience.

On the 26th March the Abbé Rousseth

repaired to the Convent of Sisters of Provi

dence at Corene. The Superioress remarked

to him, that she knew for what he had come.



100 THE HOLY uounram or

“ And how do you know ?” asked the

Abbe.

“ Since her interview with the Abbe

Auvergne,” replied the Superioress, “ Melanie

has been in great distress. The companion of

her chamber heard her speak in dreams repeat

edly: ‘ They want my secret.........I must tell

my secret to the Pope, or be severed from the

Church 1’ (This was her own conclusion, for

the Abbe Auvergne had said nothing about

separation from the Church, or about excom

munication.) More than forty times,” con

tinued the superioress, “she repeated the

words—‘ to be separatedfrom the Church!’ ”

“Are you satisfied with Melanie?” asked

the Abbé.

“Yes,” replied the Superioress, “we are

all well satisfied with her; she is the edition

tion of all her companions, and even of the

Community. She breathes but for the moment

to take the habit. But her intention is to go

to a missionary country, that she may conse

crate herself to the instruction of little pagan

irls.”

The Abbé then saw Melanie, and said to

her:—

“ My child, since Sunday, you have doubt

less been in trouble; you are uncertain whe—

ther by revealing your secret to the Pope, you

will displease the Blessed Virgin, who has

forbidden you to tell it. Well, I have come

to enlighten you, and to free you from your

perplexity. Know, then, my child, that we

do not displease the Blessed Virgin by obey

ing the Church, to which we must submit all
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revelations, all apparitions, and all visions.

Thus have the saints done. It is Jesus Christ

who established the Pope His vicar on earth;

the Blessed Virgin knows this well; she is not

dissatisfied when we obey him who is the rep

resentative of her Son on earth; she will only

be so if we disobey him. Thus, then, Melanie,

if the Pope asks you for your secret, will you

tell it to him?"

illelanie. Yes, Sir.

Q. Will you tell him willingly?

.Melanie. Yes, Sir.

Q. And will you tell it to him without fear

of offending the Blessed Virgin ?

dlelrmie. Yes, Sir.

Q. If, then, the Pope commands you to

tell your secret to any one whom he appoints

to receive it, and to convey it to him, will you

tell it to that person whom he appoints to come

to you for it ?

Melanie. N0, Sir; I will tell it to the Pope

only, and when he commands it. ,

Q. And if the Pope gives this command,

how will you manage that your secret may

reach him ?

Melanie. I will tell it to him myself, or I

will write it in a sealed letter.

Q. And to whom will you give this sealed

letter, that it may reach the Pope?

Melanie. To the Bishop.

Q. Will you entrust it to no one else ?

Melanie. I will give it to the Bishop, or to

you.

Q. Will you not give it to the chaplain of

the convent '2’



102 } 'rus new MOUNTAIN o."

Jlutaaie. No, Sir.

Q. Will you not let it go to the Pope

through the Cardinal Archbishop of Lyons?

filelanie. No, Sir.

Q. Nor through any other Bishop or

Priest ?

Melanie. No, Sir.

Q. And why?

illelanie. Because at Lyons they do not

believe much in La Salette, and there I do not

want them to unseal my letter.

Q. But when the Pope knows your secret,

will it distress you if he publishes it P

Jllelam'e. No, Sir, that concerns him, it will

be his affair.

llere Melanie bent down her head, and,

with a smile, she asked: But if this secret

regards himself ?

In this case, replied the Abbé, the Pope

will tell it or not, as he sees fit. Thus, then,

my child, you are fully resolved to tell your

secret to the Pope?

Melanie. Yes, Sir, if he commands it; but

if he leaves me free, I will not tell it.

The Abbe Rousselot next went to the Petit

Scminaire. He asked the superiors if they

were satisfied with Maximin. “ \\’e are well

satisfied with him,” replied the Superior,

“only he is backward in his class, because he

has not studied the rudiments, but he will

succeed, for he has memory and intelligence.”

And as to his conduct ? was the next question.

“ He is light,” replied the Superior, “ and a.

little heedless. But I believe he has a good

foundation of faith, which he shows especially
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in the church, and when he goes to the sacra- ,

ments.” The Abbé then saw Maximin apart,

and found him in the same dispositions which

he had manifested to the Abbé Auvergne. In

conclusion, he reproached him with the levity

of his conduct, and told him, that if he went

on so, he would give occasion for people to

think that he had not really seen the Blessed .

Virgin, and the fact of La Salette would fall

to the ground. Upon which Maxiinin, un

derstanding the Abbé to allude to certain

recent events which had occurred at Ars,

repeated a remark that he had made three

weeks before to one of the Canons. “La

Salette," he said, “is now like a flower that

in winter they cover wilh dirt and dung, but

which. in the summer, springs up the more beau

tiful."

The tempest which arose against La Salette

by reason of the affair at Ars, had the effect

of bringing the command which required the

children to reveal their secrets to our Holy

Father the Pope. And it was through the

intermediation of the Cardinal Archbishop of

Lyons that this formal demand was first inti

mated. Seeing that the childrcn were so

determined not to deliver their secret open, as

the Cardinal had intimated a wish they should,

and that they were as firmly resolved to give

it to no one but the Pope, the Bishop of

Grenoble appointed certain witnesses, respecta

ble laymen as well as clergymen, to be present

while Maximin and Melanie wrote each their

secrets. They were introduced into the same

room, and were seated at separate tables.
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.Ma'ximin put his head into his hands in arr

attitude of reflection, and then wrote his letter

rapidly, so rapidly that his writing was sus

Pected to he too bad and illegible to go before

the Holy Father, and he was requested to‘

write his letter over again and more carefully.

So far only is positively known of it, that it

is Written in seven paragraphs, each of which

is numbered, and that it begins with these

Words: “Most Holy Father, on the 191k of

September, l846, aLady appeared to me; they

say/7 it is the Blessed Virgin; you will judge

whether it was by what follows." Whilst

writing, Maximin asked how the word Ponfffl'

‘was spelled. It is said that Melanie betrayed

much emotion whilst she wrote her letter,

but was in no way embarrassed, and wrote

rapidly. It will be recollectcd, that whilst

Maximin received his secret in French, she

received hers in her native patois. She sud

denly stopped, and asked the meaning of the

word infullihly. After it had been explained,

she said, “Ah, I did not know it.” She also

asked the orthography and the meaning of the

word Antichrist. The secret of Melanie is of

*eon‘siderably greater length than that of Maxi

_rnin. They each sealed their letters themselves

in the presence of the witnesses, and they were

then sealed with the seal of the Bishop of

Grenoble. But soon after, Melanie recollected

that she had put two events together without

specifying that the one had a separate date

from the other, and she hastened to the Epis

‘copal palace to make the correction. She

refused, however, to tell any one what that
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date was, “ for,” she remarked, “it was part

of the secret."

In September of the same year her intimate

friend, Mlle. Brulais, had the following con

versation with Melanie in an interview at

Corenc:_

Q. My dear friend. are you tranquil in your

mind since you have given up your secret?

Melanie. Yes, I am very tranquil.

Q. Do you not regret the giving up this

secret, which the Blessed Virgin forbade you

to tell ?

Melanie. No, I do not regret having told it

to the Pope.

Q. But I shall be asked how you could

have revealed your secret to the Pope, after

having heretofore said that the Blessed Virgin

forbade you to tell it to any person, since the

Pope is a person ?

Melanie. I did not then know what the

Pope was, what rights he had in the Church,

and that we are bound to obey him.

Q. I suppose, my dear Melanie, that the

Bishop of Nantes, when he hears of what I

shall have to tell him, will ask me if you had

seen the Blessed Virgin once more before you

determined to reveal your secret to the Pope.

What shall I answer his Lordship?

Here Melanie was silent; she cast down her

eyes, and a remarkable smile came over her

features. The assistant Superioress, who was

present, came to her aid, and said:

Q. My dear friend, give an answer to

Mademoiselle, which she can repeat to the

Bishop of Nantes, who perhaps would wish
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to know the truth. Tell us if the Blessed

Virgin appeared to you anew to determine you

to reveal your secret?

There was the same silence and the same

expression of modesty and piety.

Q. ‘Vill you at least tell me, my good Me

lanie, if you knew that you could reveal your

secret to the Pope, when you made that reve

lation ?

Melanie. Yes, Madam, I knew.

When the present writer, unaware at the

time that the question had been put before,

asked Melanie if she had ever seen the Blessed

Virgin since the Apparition, she answered, “ I

cannot tell that to you." At the same time

she very strongly compressed her lips.

Maximin, alter giving his secret, felt re~

lieved. “ lla! now,” he said, in a tone of self

congratulation, “ I am freed from trouble ! I

have no longer a secret, I am like other peo

plel They need no longer come and ask me

anything. They can go and put questions to

the Pope, he will tell it if he thinks well.”

At a later period he was asked how he could

have told his secret to the Pope, when he had

so often declared that he could tell it to no

person. To this he replied: “ I did not then

know the powers of the Pope, nor that he is

not like another person. But I now see, that

as the Pope asks the question, I ought to tell

it",

From the bits of information that have

fallen, as well as from observations made on

the general conduct of the children with

reference to their secrets, it is generiilly at
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this day understood that, in the words of M.

Gerin, written after he had conveyed those

secrets to Rome, Maximin’s secret announces

mercy and the rehabilitation of things, whilst

Melanie’s announces great chastisements. This

explains much of what is observed in the

general hearing of the two young people;

Maximin’s free and disengaged air, and Mela

nie's more sad and penitential spirit. \Yhen

Melanie enlered religion, she wished to he

called the Victim of Jesus. But as it was

represented to her that the sacred name of

victim belonged to certain Religious of severe

enclosed Orders. and could not be given to

her, she took the name of Mary of the Cross.

“Then she once saw arepresentation of our

Lord’s sufferings, it reminded her in a dis

tressing way of her secret.

The Bishop of Grenoble deputed M. Rous~

selot, one of his Vicars-general, and M. Gerin,

the Curé of his Cathedral, to convey the se

crets to Rome. Both these ecclesiastics have

written letters describing the circumstances of

their embassy. When they were presented to

His Holiness, he took the sealed letters from

their hands, opened them, and began to read

that of Maximin. .

“Here,” he observed, “is all the candour

and simplicity of a child.”

Then, that he might read the letters more

easily, His Holiness went up to a window and

opened the shutter.

“Am I obliged," he remarked, “to keep

these things secret?"

“Holy Rather,” replied M. Gerin, “you
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'can do everything, you have the keys of all

things."

As he read the letter of Melanie, his lips

became strongly compressed, and his face

seemed moved with considerable emotion.

“ These are scourges,” he said, “ with which

France is threatened, but she is not alone cul~

'pable. Germany, Italy, all Europe is culpable

and merits chastisemcnt. I have less to fear

from open impiety, than from indffl'erence and

human respect..................... it is not without

reason that the Church is called militant. and

here,” pointing to his breast, “ you behold its

captain. I must read these letters," said His

Holiness, “ more at leisure. "

On the following day they had an audience

'with Cardinal Fornari, at which his Eminence

said to the two envoys:—

“1 am terrified with these prodigies; we

have everything that is needed in our religion

for the conversion of sinners; and when hea—

ven employs such means, the evil must be

velg' great."

I ardinal Lambru'schini also remarked to

them :—

"‘I have long ‘known the fact of La Salette,

and, as a bishop, I believe it; and as a bishop

I have preached it in my diocese, and I have

observed that my discourse produced a great

impression. Besides," added his Eminence,

“ I know the secret of the Children. The

Pope has communicated it to me."

'On their return IIis Holiness sent a beauti

ful present to the Bishop of Grenoble, and his

blessing to the two children. And then inti
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mom was conveyed that the Bishop “ might

do as he judged best as to La Salette."

After his return from Rome, M. Gerin said

to Melanie, “ I know not what you have writ

ten to the Pope, but he appeared much af

fected by it,” on which so remarkable a smile

arose on her lips, that it struck all who be

held it.

“ It scarcely seems to have beenflattering,”

Continued M. ‘Gerin.

“ Flattering!" she exclaimed.

'“ Yes, flattering ; do you know what that

word means '2’” rejoined M. Gerin.

“ Ah, yes l” she replied, “ I know; it means

to give pleasure; but it ought to give plea

sure to a Popel a Pope ought to love to suf

er.”

It is Melanie’s impression that when the

Apparition disappeared, the last looks of the

Blessed Virgin were mournf'ully cast towards

Rome.

CHAPTER X.

CONDUCT OF THE ’ECCLESIASTICAL AND CIVIL

AUTHORITIES.

Tm; Bishop of Grenoble was one of the

most venerable. prudent, and experienced

bishops in all France, and his conduct in the

aifair of La Salette is eminently marked with

caref'ulness and caution. Public opinion be

came agitated from the commencement, and a

considerable number of the parochial clergy

‘took early occasion to consult their bishop on

r
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the course they ought to pursue. Twelve

days after the Apparition took place, his

Lordship replied to those enquiries by issuing

the following'circular to all his clergy. It is

dated Oct. 9, 1846.

“ Monsieur le Curé,

“You are doubtless acquainted with the

extraordinary facts which are said to have

taken place in the parish of La Salette, near

Corps.

“I request you to open the Synodal Sta

tutes which I gave to my Diocese, in the year

1829. You will find the following passage at

page 94 :—

" ‘ \Ve prohibit. under pain of' suspension to

be incurred ipso facto, any one from declaring

a new miracle, or causing to be printed or

published any account thereof, under what

soever pretext of notoriety, except by the

authority of the Holy See or of our own, and

that after an exact and rigid examination.’

“Since, then, we have not pronounced on

the events in question, both wisdom and duty

prescribe to you the greatest reserve, and,

above all, an absolute silence in the pulpit

with reference to this subject.

“ Nevertheless, a lithographic print has

been allowed to make its appearance, and

verses have been added to it.

“ I announce to you, Mons. le Curé, that

this publication has not only been made with

out my approval, but that it has exceedingly

displeased me, and that I have formally and

severely expressed my disapproval. Be, then,
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upon your guard, and set an example of' that

prudent reserve which you will not fail to

recommend to others.

“Receive, Mons. 1e Curé, the assurance of

my sincere and affectionate attachment,

>14 “ PHILXBERT, Bishop of Grenoble.”

Meanwhile the Bishop carefully collected

information on the question of fact. He

received numerous letters and circumstan

tially-detailed reports; he listened to the

recitals of pilgrims from his own diocese, as

well as from other parts; he caused the places

to be visited, and the children to be interro

gated, not only by the Cures of Corps and of

La Salette, but also by the most respectable

clergy of the adjoining districts; he required

the most distinguished ecclesiastics of his

episcopal city to write out statements of the

impressions they had derived from their own

investigation. And in the course of three

months the illustrious prelate had in hand a

voluminous collection of documents on the

question of fact.

He then judged it expedient to nominate

two commissions, one composed of the Canons

of his Cathedral, the other of the Professors

of his Episcopal Seminary. He charged them

with the duty of examining this collection of

documents, and of drawing up a report from

them. But each of the commissions was

enjoined to give its separate report without

any concert with the other.

The Abbe Rousselot has given extracts

from these two reports. The opinions and
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recommendations which they put forth are in

their substance identical. They advise the

waiting for more decisive evidence,—recom~

[mend that, in an afi‘air of so graVe a nature,

nothing should be precipitated,—-express a.

conviction that if the work be of God, and

have some great providential design in it, He

will not fail to clear it up in time,--but

without deciding either for or Jagainst the

question of a miraculous manifestation, they

give it as their opinion that as the concourse

to the mountain of La Salette has nothing of

evil in it, and is attended with good effects, it

should not be interfered with. One of the

commissions presented with their report a.

series of questions, with the expression of '

their wish to see them clearly and satisfacto

rily answered.

From these reports, and the documents

they were founded on, M. Rousselot observes

that three facts were verified. 1st. That a.

prompt and extraordinary celebrity had been

given to the 'eVent of La. Salette; that the

children had undergone long and numerous

interrogatories, ably conducted by persons

both capable and wisely distrustful; and that

the places which were the reported scene of

the event had been most carefully investi

gated. 2ndly. That a remarkable religious

conversion of the inhabitants of the canton of

Corps, and of the neighbouring districts, had

followed the event. 3rdly. That from the

very commencement, reports were generally

spread and credited, of extraordinary favours,

and even of miraculous healings, obtained by
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invocation of Our Lady of La Salette, and by

the use of the water from the fountain.

Seven months more flowed on, during which

the Bishop collected new documents, and

interrogated the most grave, competent, and

judicious of those who were attracted by its

fame, to the theatre of the event. After hav

ing thus waited ten months, the Bishop of

Grenoble issued an ordinance, appointing M.

l'Abbe Rousselot, Professor of Theology, and

Honorary Vicar-General, with M. l'Abbé

Orcel, Superior of the Episcopal Seminary, in

quality of commissioners, delegated to make

enquiry, and to collect information, relative to

the fact in question. They were to associate

with themselves those clergymen and laymen

whose presence they might judge useful for

clearing up the truth. And they were to

make enquiries, with the greatest care, of the

medical men who had treated the diseases said

to have been cured by the invocation of Our

Lady of La Salette, and by the use of the

water of the fountain. The two commission

ers made the tour of nine of the dioceses of

the south of France. They next visited the

mountain of Salette, and examined the two

children, and a considerable number of the

inhabitants, both of La Salette, and of Corps,

and concluded by drawing up their report.

For the examination of this report the

Bishop of Grenoble appointed a new commis

sion. It consisted of the two Vicars-General

of the diocese, the eight Canons of the Cathe

dral, the Superior of the Episcopal Seminary,

and the Cures of five churches of the city of
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Grenoble. Several other statements had been

prepared and were made use of in addition to

the report of the two commissioners. The

Bishop presided, and eight conferences were

held. They commenced on the 8th of Novem

ber, 1847, and the discussions were conduct

ed with the greatest caution and solicitude.

The children, and those persons who, from

their positions, were best informed on the

subject, were brought forward, and under

went examination. The principles of evidence

were discussed and applied to the case; and as

there were some in the assembly who dissented

from the general conclusions arrived at, this

tended to secure a more searching investiga

tion. The last session, held on the 13th of

December, was entirely devoted to the con

sideration of objections, the solutions of which

were adopted by the great majority of the

commission. The report, as finally adopted,

forms the substance of M. Rousselot's first

w ark, La verile de L’Evenement de La Salette.

The revolutionary outbreak of February,

1848, induced the author to delay its publica—

tion for several months. When at last it

appeared, it rapidly obtained a wide circula

tion, was translated into other languages, and

brought conviction to many distinguished per

sons. It also gave rise to new objections,

which served as starting points for further

enquiries. .

The government had kept a watchful eye

upon the affair from an early period. The

excitement it had occasioned was too great not

to have attracted the attention of Louis Phil
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lippe and his ministers. Suspicion arose of

some political design, in which La Salette was

to figure; and under this suspicion the magis

tracy of Grenoble were invited by the Pro

cureur du Roi to examine into the subject.

Accordingly, M. Long, the justice of peace at

Corps, commenced an investigation, interro

gated the children, drew up a report, and in

presenting it to the Procureur du Roi, he

observed that the accounts given by the chil

dren differed in nothing from the statements

they had made on the first night after the

Apparition. In words they might, but the

substance was the same. They repeat the

history, he observed, as if they were reciting

a lesson; but this, he added, is not surprising,

for they have recited it so often, and to so

many persons, that they have contracted a

habit of reciting. In short, nothing could be

discovered that furnished any grounds of hope

that an imposition might be detected. And

hence the Abbé Rousselot significantly re

marks, that the authorities hare observed silence.

But to this day the government looks upon

La Salette, and its influences, with no very

favourable eyes, and if they could find ameans

of detecting the human origin of the Appari

tion, they are well disposed to do so.

The publication of the report by the Alvb':

Rousselot forms an important era in the his

tory of La Salette. It drew forth expressions

of approval from a considerable number of

prelates, to whom the Bishop of Grenoble had

sent it. From His Holiness, to whom a copy

was presented, it brought a letter to the
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author, replete with encouragement. “\Ve

greatly congratulate you," says the Holy

Father, “that in writing your book you have

laboured to amplify the glory of the most

Blessed Virgin. Delightful to us was all that

you relate of the most numerous concourse of

people who come thither from all parts to

Venerate the most Blessed Virgin; and espe

cially grateful to our soul was it to hear from

you, that they there implore the most power

ful patronage of the Mother of God for the

person of our humility. And we very much

desire them to know that we bestow upon

them our apostolical benediction."

The report, however, although authenti~

cated and authorized by the episcopal au

thority, raised up a storm of controversy.

Portions of the press fell upon it with avidity,

and pamphlets appeared on both sides of the

question. But the adverse writers did no

thing to overthrow the substantial facts of the

case. Not a single name of any weight or

authority appeared, or ever has appeared, on

that side of the controversy. The publica

tions which came forth shOWed no great signs

of piety in their authors, for their tendency

was towards rationalism, and if they struck at

anything it was at the foundation of all mira

cles whatsoever; and besides, they abounded

in personalities. So far, then, from weaken

ing, they served but to strengthen the cause

of the Apparition with men of faith and piety.

This controversy had the effect of bring

ing out the work entitled, “ New Documents

on the event of La Salette," from the pen of
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its historian. Authenticated with the authori

zation of the Bishop, it contained, with other

documents, a second list of newly-attested

miracles, affirmed to have been wrought

through the invocation of our Lady of La

Salette, and the use of the water from the

fountain. At the commencement of the

year the incident of Ars, to which we shall

devote a chapter, raised a new commotion.

This had the unlocked-for effect of bringing

the secret to Rome. On the arrival of the

two envoys deputed to carry the secrets to

Rome His Holiness addressed these words to

the Abbé Rousselotz—“I have caused the

books you have written to be examined by

.Monsignor Fratlim' the Promotor of the Faith;

they are good, and contain the characters of

bulk." And in an audience which the two

envoys afterwards had with the Promoter of

the Faith, after Monsignor Frattini had him

self repeated to them the report he had de

livered, “that the books were clothed with

the characters of truth, “they asked him if

the Bishop of Grenoble could not then build

a chapel on the mountain of La Salette, and

publish a Pastoral on the subject of the Appa

rition? To this the Promotor of the Faith

replied:-

“ I reply in the afirmative to both questions.

I see no dificully in the Bishop of Grenoble

going forward and causing a sanctuary of vast

and beautiful proportions to be conslructed on

the place of the Apparition, nor in there being

hung up as many ew‘votos as there are miracles

related in your books, or as may take place
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hereafter.” On another occasion, the some

prelate made the following remark—“For

forming a new sanctuary in honour of the

blessed Virgin, a probability is sufiicient; for

there is no question of canonizing the Blessed

Virgin. But the fact of La Salette re-um'tes a

multitude of probabilities.” And again, with

reference to the publication of a Pastoral, the

Promoter of the Faith remarked:—“ That the

Bishop of Grenoble might do for La Salette

what Cardinal Patrizi had done at Rome, who,

as Cardinal Vicar of the Holy City, after as

sembling a commission, had declared the conver

sion of Ill. Ratisbonne to be a miracle which

was due to the intercession of the Blessed Vir

gin. For," he added, “even in the canoniza

tion of Saints, thefirst procedures are instituted

by the Ordinary of the place.” In fine, the

two envoys returned from Rome to Grenoble

the bearers of a verbal intimation from the

Holy See to their Bishop, that he “ might do

what he judged expedient with reference to La

Salette.”

In the September following, ngreat number

of the clergy of the diocese of Grenoble were

assembled in the episcopal city for their

spiritual exercises; and of these the great

majority addressed to the Bishop the follow

ing petition.

“ Monseigneur,

“ The chapter of your Cathedral, and the

undersigned clergy of your Diocese, present

at the retreat, yielding to their conviction,

and confirmed in their belief by the encou
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ragement which your delegates have received

at Rome, beg of you with respectful earnest

ness that you would publicly announce that

you authorize the Pilgrimage of La Salette,

that you propose in a short time to build a

sanctuary in that place, and that you invite

the faithful of your Diocese, of France, and of

other countries, to aid you in this good work

by subscriptions and aims.”

To this document 240 of the clergymen

present attached their signatures, whilst 17 of

them signed a counter petition.

At length, moved by the wishes of the vast

majority of his clergy, supported by the unani

mous judgment of his Chapter, and after con

suiting with one of his venerable colleagues

in the Episcopacy, who had made the journey

to La Salette, the Bishop of Grenoble pro

nounced his doctrinal judgment.

It was on the fifth anniversary of the Appas

rition that that celebrated Pastoral Letter was

sent forth. It appears to be well attested

that, before its publication, it was submitted

in private to His Holiness, and received a

correction from his pen. It was read in the

six hundred churches and chapels of the

diocese, and, with some exceptions, spread a

universal joy. In that ever memorable docu

ment, Monseigneur de Bruillard explains the

motives which had guided his conduct from

first to last in this important afl'air; he reca—

pitulatcs the history of those investigations

over which he had watched with so much

solicitudc; he enumerates the considerations
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which had moved him at length to take this

important step; he remarks that, “ docility

and submission to the admonitions of heaven

may preserve us from these new chastisenients

with which we are threatened, whilst too-pro

longed a resistance may expose us to evils

without a. remedy." And therefore, “at the

express demand," observes this holy prelate,

“ of all the members of our venerable Chapter,

and of the very great majority of the clergy

of our Diocese; to satisfy also the just expec

tation of so great a number 'of pious souls,

both of our own country and of other nations,

who might otherwise end in reproving us for

having detained the truth in captivity; having

invoked anew the Holy Ghost and the assis

tance of the Blessed Virgin ever Immaculate—

“ \Ve declare as follows:—

“ We judge that the Apparition of the

Blessed Virgin to two cowherds, on the 19th

of September, 1846, on a mountain of the

chain of the Alps, situated in the parish of La

Salette, in the arch-presbytery of Corps, bears

within itself all the characteristics of truth,

and that the faithful have grounds for beliew

ing it indubitable and certain.

“We believe that this fact acquires a new

degree of certitude from the immense and

spontaneous concourse 0f the faithful on the

place of the Apparition, as well as from the

multitude of prodigies which have been the

consequence of the said event, a very great

number of which it is impossible to call in

doubt without violating the rules of human.

testimony.
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“ Wherefore, to testify our lively gratitude

to God, and to the glorious Virgin Mary. we

authorise the cultst of our Lady of La Salette.

We permit it to be preached, and that practi

cal and moral conclusions may be drawn from

this great event.

III i 1 fi 5

“ In fine, as the principal end of the Appari

tion is to recal Christians to the fulfilment of

their religious duties, to the frequenting the

divine worship, and to the observance of the

commands of God and of His Church, to a hor

ror of blasphemy, and to the sanctification of

the Sunday; we Conjure you, our very dear

brethren, in the sight of your, heavenly, and

even of your earthly interests, to enter seri

ously into yourselves, to do penance for your

sins, and especially for those against the second.

and third commandments of God. We con<

jure you, our well-beloved brethren, be docile

under the voice of Mary, who calls you to

penance, and who, on the part of her Son,

threatens you with spiritual and temporal

evils, if, remaining insensible to her maternal

admonitions, you harden your hearts, 820., 620. '

(Signed) “ PHILIBERT,

" Bishop of Grenoble.”

From the manner in which he had conducted

the great affair of La Salette, observes its his—

torian, the Bishop of Grenoble had neither to

apprehend the judgment of Rome nor of his

venerable colleagues. He sent copies of his

Pastoral Letter to the Bishops of France, to

.6
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eminent personages in the Holy City, and to

several foreign prelates. And very soon after

he received congratulations and adhesions,

either public or private, from a great number

of Bishops, of Vicars-General, of various

religious orders, both of men and women, and

of illustrious personages in the world. The

Archbishop of Milan addressed to him a re

markable letter. The Bishop of Ghent

reprinted the Pastoral, and circulated it

amongst his own clergy. The Bishop of

Lugon published a Pastoral of his own, in the

spirit of that of the Bishop of Grenoble.

Other Bishops inserted extracts from it in

their own Pastorals. It was published with

out delay in the Catholic journals of every

country in Europe. And in more than one

place churches or chapels began to rise in

honour of our Lady of La Salette.

Five months after the first Pastoral, the

Bishop promulgated a second, on the subject

of erecting the Sanctuary on the site of the

Apparition, and solicited the alms of the faith

ful of his Diocese, as well as of all Christen

dom, to aid him in this great and noble

work.

At length, on the twenty-fifth of May,

1852, the venerable prelute, in company with

the Bishop of Valence, ascended to the Holy

Mountain, and laid the foundation-stone of the

Sanctuary. It was one of those animating

and wonderful scenes which are only wit

nessed at La Salette. The terrace of the

Apparition, the ravine of the Sezia, the moun~

tain of La Salette, and the base of Gargas,
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were densely covered with people; the whole

ascent, as viewed from the higher points, was

alive, like an ants’ nest, with the movements

of groups and processions winding their way

up the valleys. The young women were

clothed in white, the greater part of the men

in penitential habits. The pastor who headed

each procession entoned the Litanies or the

Magnificat, and the chaunts resounded for

many miles over that wild district. “ Seldom,”

said the Bishop in his Pastoral on the occa

sion, “even since the origin of Christianity,

has it occurred that a Bishop has been called

upon to proclaim the truth of an Apparition

of the August Mother of God. This happiness

Heaven has reserved for us, without any merit

of our own, as a sensible proof of its mercy

towards our beloved diocesans. It is a mission

infinitely honourable which it has been given

us to fulfil; it is a duty which we have to dis

charge; it is a right which is conferred upon

us by the holy canons, and which we ought

to make use of, lest we culpably resist the will

of Heaven, and offer an unjustifiable opposi

tion to the vows which have reached us from

every part.

i '* l 1! ¢

“ But, dearly beloved brethren, however

important may be the erection of this Sanc

tuary. there is something more important still;

it is the institution of the ministers of religion

who are destined to serve it, to receive the

pious pilgrims, to speak to them the word of

God, to exercise in their favour the ministry
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of reconciliation, to administer to them the

august Sacrament of our altars, and to be to

wards all, the faithful dispensers of the myste

ries of God and of the spiritual treasures of

the Church. These priests will be called the

Missioners of owr Lady of La Salette. Their

institution and existence will be, like the

Sanctuary itself, an eternal monument, a per

petual remembrance of the merciful Appari

tion of Mary. Selected to be the models and

the helpers of the clergy both in town and

country, they will have their habitual resi

dence in the episcopal city. They will dwell

on the Mountain during the season of the

pilgrimage, and in the winter they will evan

gelize the different parishes of the Diocese.

. ..... ...This body of missioners is as the seal

we put to those other works which, by the

grace of God, we have been allowed to create.

It is the last page of our testament, the legacy

we leave to our beloved diocesans. We wish

to live again in you by those holy men, who,

when they speak to you of God, will remind

you to pray for us.”

There are now six missioners of Our Lady

of La Salette labouring on the Holy Moun

tain, and they have fully realized the anticipa

tions of their venerable founder. And to the

zeal and devotedness of the nuns of the Appa

rition, another institution of the Holy Moun

tain, all who have made the pilgrimage can

bear witness. ..‘

Hmv~-~-_-il—-------u---- - ------ .
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CHAPTER XI.

ROME AND LA SALETTE.

Tun Holy Sea has not formally pronounced

upon the fact of La Salette. Her word, that

final and decisive word, has not been uttered.

Yet the countenance and encouragement which

the Sovereign Pontifi' has given to the devo

tion to our Lady of La Salette, is one of the

most remarkable features of its history. \Ve

have seen how expressions given in private at

Rome brought the Bishop of Grenoble to his

final determination of issuing his celebrated

Pastoral Letter; we have seen how that Pas

toral Letter was looked over at Rome before

its publication, and we have seen in what

spirit the authentic reports of the history of

the Apparition, and of the fruits of that devo

tion to our Lady of La Salette were received

and commended in the Holy City. And no

sooner had the judicial decision of the Bishop

of Grenoble been received, than it was pub—

lished in the religious journals of Rome, with

out any correction from the rigorous censor

ship to which it had been submitted. Collec

tions for the new sanctuary were organized in

that city, and the same journals announced

them to the faithful even with a degree of

enthusiasm. But the strongest proof of the

countenance given to the new pilgrimage by

the Holy See, is the number and extent of

spiritual favours which the Sovereign Pontifi‘

has accorded to the sanctuary of La Salette.
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I. By a Rescript of the 24th August, 1852v

the Sovereign Pontifi' declared the High Altar

of the Sanctuary of La Salette, a privileged

Altar in perpetuity.

II. By a Rescript of 26th August, 1852,

he grants permission to say a Votive Mass of

the Blessed Virgin, to all priests who come to

La Salette, on any day of the year except on

the great Festivals and the privileged Ferias.

III. By a Brief of 26th August, 1852, the

Sovereign Pontifl‘ grants to the members of

the Confraternity of Le Salette:

let, A plenary indulgence on the day of

entering the Confraternity;

2nd, A plenary _indulgence at the hour of

death;

3rd, A plenary indulgence once a year,

the day of the principal festival of the Confra

ternity.

4th, An indulgence of seven years and seven

quarantines, four times a year, on four deter

mined days;

5th, Sixty days of indulgence for every

work of piety or of charity accomplished by

them.

IV. By a Brief of 3rd September, 1852,

His Holiness grants a plenary indulgence once

a year to every one who shall visit the church

of La Salette.

V. Another Brief of the same date grants:

1st, A plenary indulgence to the faithful

who follow the exercises of the missions or of

the retreats preached by the missioners of La

Salette, provided they have assisted at three,

at least, of the discourses;
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2nd, Two hundred days each time they

assist at one of the discourses.

VI. A Brief of 7th September, 1852, grants

for ten of the missioners of La Salette, the

power of indulgencing crosses, medals, and

beads.

VII. A Brief of the same date gives the

Missioners of La Salette the power of giving

the Scapular to the faithful.

VIII. A Brief of the same date erects the

Confraternity of La Salette into an Arch-con

fraternity, under the name of our Lady of

Reconciliation of La Salette.

IX. In fine, by an Indult of 2nd Dece'inber,

His Holiness Pius IX. grants, at the request

of the Bishop of Grenoble, the permission to

solemnize each year, on the 19th of Septem

ber, the anniversary of the Apparition, (var.

XPSO APPARITIONIS ms) in all the churches of

the Diocese; or, to celebrate it on the follow—

ing Sunday, by a solemn Mass, and by singing

the Vespers of the Blessed Virgin. In the

same Indult His Holiness authorises the clergy,

if they prefer it, to celebrate the memory of

the Apparition, nsnonnm nuws APPARITIONIS

RECOLERE), by adopting the entire office, and

celebrating the Mass of the “ Patronage of the

Blessed Virgin,” under solemn rite, as aDouble

0f the Scond Class.

The .reader will not fail to remark how

much is implied in this last privilege. The

clergy of the diocese of Grenoble are not

indeed enjoined, but they are permitted to

celebrate the anniversary of the Apparition,

with High Mass, Solemn Vespers, the Office,
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and all the solemnities of a festival of the

Blessed Virgin. The law of prayer, according

to the great maxim of St. Augustine, is the

law of belief. And the Holy See, by permit—

ting the festival to be observed in the Diocese

of Grenoble, has permitted the belief of the

Apparition.

CHAPTER XII.

THE CURE 0F ABS AND LA SALETTE

No objection has been raised against the

veracity of the children worth mentioning,

except one, and it involves a curious history.

The question regards Maximin and his inter—

view with the Curé of Ars. My readers may

first wish to know something about this re

markable priest. Ars is a small and very

poor village, in the neighbourhood of Trevoux

on the Soane, and about eighteen miles from

Lyons. The Abbé Vianay has been its Curé

for the last five-and-twenty years. Not only

has he raised his parish from a state of the

greatest laxity and indifference, to habits of

fervent piety and devotion; but by the fame

of his sanctity, and of his light as a spiritual

director, vast numbers of persons are attracted

to AI'S, and flock to him daily from all parts.

Like the children of La Salette, his early

years were employed in guarding the beasts

of the field. Then he became a conscript for

the army, but, horrified with the kind of life

_he saw around him, young Vianay deserte d
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A venerable monk of the Chartreuse, observ

ing his piety, became as a father to him. He

was released from his engagement to the mus—

ket, and after awhile obtained an entrance

into an ecclesiastical seminary. His abilities

were small and his progress slow, and even

twice he was sent back for failure in his ex

aminations. But his great piety carried him

at last through all his difficulties to the priest—

hood.

On the 18th of May, 1854, I made a visit

in company with a friend to this holy priest.

Starting from Lyons all along the road we

met with persons returning from a similar

visit. Ars is like a place of pilgrimage.

From Lyons and all the principal towns in

the neighbourhood, so great are the numbers

of people who visit the Curé, that it has been

found necessary to provide daily public vehi

cles to his church. Conveyances, private as

well as public, are frequently met, whilst the

poor are seen plodding on foot in the same

direction.

We reached Are a little before eleven, and

a good priest, the Cui'é's assistant, led us by

a side door into the church. The first object

on which my eyes fell, was the head, face, and

shrunken figure of the Curé, straight before

me, a figure not easily to be forgotten. lie

was saying his office, and the nave of the

church was crowded and heated with the num

ber of people it contained. His face was small,

wasted and sallow; many expressive traces

were marked around his mouth. His thin

hair was white as snow, his expansive fore
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head pale, smooth, and clear, whilst his eyes

were remarkably deep in shadow and covered

with their lids. He soon moved to a little

side tribune in the nave, and holding his bre

viary in his left hand, and leaning, or rather

supporting himself erect, against a pillar of

the nave, as if to sustain his feeble frame, he

began to preach. As he opened his eyes, they

sent forth a light, pale indeed, as if from his

incessant fasting, but so preternaturally bright

and tranquil, as to awaken at once the deepest

interest. As he went on, the vigour and

vivacity of his spirit, mantling through his

thin and sufi'ering frame, increased in energy.

His voice, soft, yet shrill, rose into cries of

anguish as he spoke of sin, his contracted

hand was placed between his eyes, his brows

shrank together, and his tears began to fall,

as they always do when the thought of sin

comes to his mind. He opened again his eyes,

and those shaded recesses became full of light;

and he threw his feeble hand appealingly to

wards the people, who, fixed in the positions

they had first taken, listened with profound

attention, and even awe. Then his eyes were

cast up, and his whole figure seemed to follow.

He spoke of God, so good, so amiable, so loving,

and his hands, his shoulders, his very person,

seemed to gather on his heart. It was impos

sible not to feel that God alone was there, and

was drawing the whole man to that seat of

His repose. Then there was a word about

being in the heart of Jesus, and in that word

one felt that he was there. He spoke for

tWeuty minutes, and with a simplicity, a self
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abandonment, an energy, and variety of tone

and action, as his subject varied. all sponta

neous, all from the heart. One thing I cannot

describe,--such a force of spirit, with such an

absence of animal warmth; it was as if an

angel spoke through a body wasted even to

death. Owing to the loss of his teeth, and to

my distance from him, I could not well make

out the words of his discourse, but if I had

not understood a syllable, I should have

known, I should have felt that one was

speaking who lived in God. His instruction

was on confession, and was interspersed with

one or two brief anecdotes and many ejacula—

tions. He then went out, and in his surplice,

barehcaded, for he never covers his head, pro

ceeded through the hot sun to visit a sick

person. A crowd fOIIQWed and pressed upon

him.

Before he reached his house, I had looked

over it with his Reverend assistant. The walls

were naked and ruinous; there was scarcely

anything there beside the poor furniture in

his own room and hislittle bed. In one room,

however, as ruinous as the rest, there was a

good piece of furniture, containing sets of rich

vestments which the Marquis of Ars, at a cost

of 40,000 francs, had presented to his church.

Before he came in, I was told he would escape

from me as soon as he could for a little soli

tude. But no. His manner of receiving me

was as free and simple as it was full of humi

lity and charity. There was nothing of a tone

and gesture straining itself to maintain a cha

racter, but the disengaged self—abandonment
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and simple politeness of a saint. The chair

which he presented was recommended as the

chair of his predecessor in the parish. And

often he repeated that he was very grateful

for my visit. I was speaking of prayer for

England, and of the sufferings of our poorer

Catholics on account of their faith; and he

was listening, his eyes nearly closed, when

suddenly he opened their singular light in all

its brightness full upon me, and breaking in

on the narrative in a way I shall never forget,

with the manner of one giving a confidence,

he said: “But I believe that the Church in

England will return again toits ancient splen

dour." It is remarkable how often one meets

this conviction in France, and how much

prayer it gives rise to. To understand him

one should see his face, always glowing when

he speaks of God, always bursting into fits of

‘tears when he thinks of evil. His poor eyes,

though so sweet and tranquil, are worn with

his tears and habitually inflamed.

His spirit of direction has that largeness in

it which only prayer and a long experience of

souls can attain to, unless it be infused. So

long as the soul has God for her object, and

acts with God, the mode of her interior em

ployment is but an accident. The love of

God and the protection of Mary, these are his

two great themes. His own favourite amongst

.the rest of the Saints is St. Philomene. He

has built a beautiful chapel in her honour,

attached to his little convent; it is the first

that was raised under her invocation in

France. Like his church, it breathes of
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order, cleanliness, and piety. I felt it would

be wrong to detain him from his short time

for rest and food, so I asked him for a medal

by which to remember him. He took afew

in his hand and said:

“ Take one.”

“ No," I said, “give me one.”

“ There,” he said, “ is the Immaculate Con

ception; and there is St. Philomena.”

It is not true that this holy priest has pre

dicted evils on France, as has been related; or

that he has a special medal, which he blesses

for the protection of those who wear it against

coming calamities. At my request, he saw

my companion for a short time, and saying he

would go and meet him, he had no sooner

shown himself at the door than the crowd of

people rushed upon him. He can never stir

out without being thus surrounded and

pressed on by the people. ‘He took my friend

affectionately by the hand, and walked with

him round his little garden, and when an

offering was made to him for his church, he

said, “ Oh, let it be for my poor.” He was

then left to himself, but his meal was quickly

over, and he returned to the confessional. He

is now required by his bishop, under obedi

ence, to add to the one single poor meal that

used to be all he had in the day, a second, and

to eat a little meat at one of them. At this

he sheds tears—that a sinner like him should

eat meat; and he thinks himself a glutton.

He never begins his labours in the confes

sional later than two o'clock in the morning,

often at one, and when the numbers waiting
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are very great, at midnight. Penitents will

lie all night on the grass, fifty at once, either

in order to gain the earliest admission to the

church and the confessional, or because of the

houses being already completely filled with

those who come from a distance. Except

while he says Mass, or preaches his little dis

course, or for the very short time he takes for

his scanty food, the holy Curé lives almost

entirely in the confessional. From midnight

or early morn he is there until nine at night;

then he retires for his office, a little reading,

and some two hours at the very most for rest.

Such has been the unbroken course of his life

for many years. In his soul he lives with

God; in his poor earthly frame he suffers from

a complication of most acute maladies, which

give him no repose. As he said to one who is

intimate with him, he suffers all day for the

conversion of souls, and all night for the souls

in purgatory. Of his penetration into the

interior states of souls many instances are

recounted.

Some five years ago, the holy Curé, to the

surprise of all who saw the action, put on his

hat, took his breviary under his arm, and

started off. His Vicaire, suspecting his

object. followed him; his aged housekeeper

soon followed also. The priest get before

him, and accosted him:

“ Where, my father, are you going?”

“I have long taken care of others,” he

replied; “ I must look to my own soul.”

“ But have you the Bishop’s permission to

go?” said his Rev. companion.
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“ You," he replied, “know the people of

this parish well; you are competent to take

care of them.”

He was bent on seeking solitude in the

Chartreuse. His housekeeper seized posses

sion of his breviary.

“ Give it up,” said the holy Cure, “I com

mand you."

“ Father, I never disobeyed you until now,”

replied his housekeeper.

Then the Vioaire got on a narrow bridge on

his path to stop the way, and meanwhile the

church bell was rung, and the parish alarmed;

the people crowed to the place of this singu

lar contest with tears and entreaties. At last

the Vicaire said:

“ If you go 1 will not remain, I will go too;

and what will become of your people?”

“ Then,” said the holy Cure', with a burst of

tears: “ I cannot leave my people abandoned,”

and with this he returned.

The Sanctuary of his church is most clean

and orderly; a new marble altar is adorned

with sculptures of his patron Saints; 0. new

stained window decorates the apse; the cha

pels are full of pious objects. In one is all

that can recall the sufferings of our Lord; in

another that of our Lady of Dolours and of

St. Philomene, there is hung up a little forest

of crutches, generally offerings from those who

required them on their way to Ars, but not

on their return ho'mewards. On one column

hangs a tabular inscription, in which the holy

Curé dedicates himself and his parishioners to

our Lady of the Immaculate Conception.
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\Vhilst on the other side, by the statue of our

Lady of Dolours, there is a painting, more ex

pressive than skilfully executed, which repre—

sents the Curé in bed, in the last extremity,

and receiving the Holy Viaticum; priests,

Religious sisters, and his parishioners on their

knees 100k mournfully on with prayer on

their lips, whilst above this scene appears Our

Lady in an attitude of protection. The in

scription intimates that this is the grateful

expression of his parishioners to our Lady

Conceived without stain for his instantaneous

recovery on the 9th May, 1843.

It became a report that Maximin had re

tracted his statement respecting the Appari

tion, in the presence of this venerable Cure.

This report got widely spread, and was much

harped upon by the opponents of La Salette.

The story arose out of the following incident.

Certain enthusiasts for the Baron of Riche—

mont, the pretended Louis XVII., got it into

their heads that the secrets of La Salette re

garded their idol. Three of these gentlemen

contrived to draw Maximin to Lyons; there

they surrounded him with their own friends,

tried their mesmeric arts upon him, and did

all in their power to elicit his secret, and con

nect it with their own cause. At length he

was accidentally met, and rescued from their

hands by his early friend, the Abbe Bez, the

author of one of the earliest books in favour

of La Salette. While he was with them,

under the pretence of enabling him to obtain

some light on his vocation, they conducted

Maximin to the Curé of Ars. As the Abbé
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Rousseth observes, he went in a thoughtless

humour, and he came back in a humour as

thoughtless. But neither going nor return

ing did he evince that contrition and repent

ance for deceptions practised which have been

ascribed to him, and one of the three persons

who conducted him thither has since declared,

that when he left Ars he was both joyous and

contented, and gave no cause for suspicion

that he had been making any painful or humi

liating avowal. Maximin shall now tell his

own story. He is met some time after the

event we have narrated at the Grand Char

treuse, by his long tried friend Mlle. Brulais.

She interrogates him as follows:—

Q. Why did you give yourself into the

hands of those persons?

Maximi'n. Why, indeed, I wished to see the

country.

Q. Into what strange ways you threw your

self, poor imprudent youth that you are i

What were you thinking of ?

Mazimin. Ah, I committed a foolery, that’s

true; but all the same, it was that which

brought the secret to Rome.

Q. How so?

Maximin. Well, then, you will see; Mon

seigneur the Cardinal (of Lyons) heard of all

the noise in the newspapers, because of the

Curé of Ars, and he wished to have the secret.

The Pope demanded it, and the Bishop of

Grenoble sent it to the Pope: that is what I

mean.

Q. But what happened with the Curé of

Ars? Will you tell me something about it?
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Maximin. This is what happened: These

three gentlemen took me to the Cure of Ars,

that I might consult him, as they said, upon

my vocation. The Curé advised me to return

to my diocese; and these gentlemen were

quite angry; they told me I had not under

stood him, and bid me go back again to him.

I went to his confessional, for he is seldom

seen by persons except there. The Curé of

Ars is almost deaf', and people don't under

stand him very well, because he has lost most

of his teeth. He asked me if I had seen the

Blessed Virgin, and I answered him; “ I do

not know whether it was the Blessed Virgin;

I saw something.........a Lady.” “ But if you

know yourself that it was the Blessed Virgin,

you should tell it to all the people, that they

may believe in La Salette."

Q. But it is said as a certainty, my dear

child, that you accused yourself to the Curé

of Ars of having told lies; is this true?

Mawimin. Ah! I said to the Curé that I

had sometimes told lies. ‘ You must retract,’

said he. ‘But no,’ I answered, I cannot re

tract for that; it is not worth the trouble.'

He told me I ought, and I answered him:

‘ Since it is past, I cannot do it now; it is too

old.’...

Q. But what did you mean?

Maximin answered with a tone of assurance,

“ I meant my little stories to the Curé of Corps,

when I did not want to say where I was

going, or when I did not want to study my

lessons."

Q. Thus, I see, the Curé cf Ars understood
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those stories of which you spoke, as referring

to the Apparition?

Zlfaximin. Why, yesl he understood it in

that way, as that was put in the news—

papers.

Q. But you were not at confession ?

Maximin. No, I was at the confessional, but

I had not said my Oonfiteor, and I did not go

there to make my confession.

Q. They add a story that you retracted be

fore the Vicaire of Are?

Illaximin. Ah ! he said that I had made out

a story, and that I had not seen the Blessed

Virgin; and then, as I was not in a very good

humour, I said to him: “ have it ifyou will,

that I don’t tell the truth, and that 1 did not see

anything,” and then I went away.

This was Maximin's well known style of

answering, whensoever his veracity was called

in question, and there are many examples of it

reported in his examinations. The cause of

his giving way to those tart replies on occa

sion, Maximin has himself explained more

than once to his friends. He finds that when

the Apparition and his own truthfulness are

called in question in an offensive manner,

that a certain dread comes upon him, lest

in his inward excitement and confusion he

should be thrown off his guard, and should

let some portion of his secret slip from him;

and so he saves himself by cutting 011' the

interrogator with some short and abrupt re

ply, which puts an end to his trial. And it

must be recollected, that in the present in

stance he was in a very peculiar position, was
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in a strange place, and must have felt his lone—

liness, surrounded as he was by designing

men, who were utter strangers to him, and

knew nothing of his character. But, before

we proceed, we will give in his own words

the history of his escape from the gentlemen

who had thus far got him into their hands.

He is still replying to the questions of the

same friend :—

“ I returned to Lyons with these gentle

men, and they took me to dinner at the Hotel

du Parc. They sat down at table, and could

not agree, because all three wanted to have me.

When all of a sudden, look you, the waiter

opened the door of the room, and I saw M.

Bez come in, the priest who has come several

times to La Salette, and whom I amgrery

fond of. As soon as I saw M. Bez I ran cry

ing into his arms; and when he saw me he

was quite moved. And then I would not

leave him again, and all the three stood pretty

well astonished. Then the Bishop of Greno

ble had me placed in the Petit Seminaire;

and I wrote a letter to the Curé of Are, to

assure him that I had never retracted, because

it is true.”

Q. How did M. Bez happen to be at that

Hotel at the same time with you?

Mawimin. I don’t know: it was the good

God who did that. I believe he went to hire

an apartment for a friend: and certainly he

could not have known that these gentlemen

had just brought me to that Hotel, or even

that I was in Lyons. .

Maximin remained three weeks under the
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care of a clergyman at a pension at Lyons,

and then returned to Grenoble. Here he

underwent a severe examination in presence

of the Bishop, before a commission of clergy

and laity. He was tried and urged in every

way to induce him*to avow the retractation

which it began to be rumoured he had made.

But Maximin remained firm and intrepid. He

protested that he would never avow but what

he had always avowed, and what he would

avow on the bed of death, that he had seen a

beautiful Lady, who spoke and disappeared.

He maintained that he had given no contra

diction to this at Ars, but admitted that, not

understanding the Curé distinctly, he had

repeatedly said yes and no at hazard. He

afterwards underwent other and repeated in

terrogations at the Episcopal palace, but with

out any other result. Maximin was merely

found to be what he had always been.

After this, Maximin, unknown to any one,

wrote a letter to one of those gentlemen who

had conducted him to Lyons, and who had

been kind to him. It is in his off-hand style,

interspersed with errors of diction, but evi

dently from his heart. In it he says:—

“ March 13, 185 l.

“ My dear Sir,

I' ‘ 'l- 1' II

“ They have told you that I belied myself

before the Curé of Are. I think myself all

this comes from the Vicaire, for you know
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what he said to us at the Providence)i where

he took us. For as to me, I assure you that

I noways belied myself, and I am always

ready to give my blood to maintain what I

saw. For the Curé of Ars may have ill-un

derstood me, or the devil may have changed

my words in his ears. For as to me, I assure

you that I did not unsay what I have said for

the last four years that I had seen. Remem

ber, Sir, that the money which has been

offered us to say that what we had seen was

not, we might have had it, poor as we are,

and you know our families. I beg of you to

judge all this, and you will see that what we

have said for four years is the truth," &c. &c.

These statements of Maximin bring out his

character with considerable force, whilst they

explain the cause of the misunderstanding at

Ars. But the good Curé 0f Ars, it is alleged,

wrote a letter to the Cardinal Archbishop of

Lyons, expressing his disbelief of the fact of

La Salette; and this point remains to be en

quired into.

Not more than a month after Maximin had

been with the good Cure, a respectable person

from Lyons had an interview with the latter,

and the following record of the conversation

was transmitted to the Abbe Rousselot.

Q. Do you believe in La Salette?

The Curé. Yes; I believe in it.

Q. And yet the Cardinal has received a

letter signed by you, and in that letter you

say it is not to be believed, for that it is false.

'dThe convent where the Vicar, the assistant of the Care

98.
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The Curé.—Every day I sign a quantity of

lelters, though I do not read any of them ; but

I believe in La Salette.

The fact is, that this holy Curé never him

self writes anything, as I was informed by his

present Vicaire; he does not answer any of

the numerous letters which are addressed to

him; and it appears that the Vicaire to whom

Maximin refers in his letter, and who was

well known to be an opponent of La Salette,

after his interview with Maximin, drew up a.

letter of his own to the Cardinal Archbishop,

and got the simple-hearted Cur-é to put his

name to that letter, though he had never rend

it. That Vicaire was afterwards removed, and

another put in his place.

Immediately after this afi'air took place, one

of the Marist Fathers went expressly to Are

to enquire into its truth, and the Curé ex

pressed himselfto him in these words: “ I have

always believed in La Sale/te; I believe in it

still. I bless medals and images of our Lady

of La Salette; I have distributed a great num

ber of them. I have written all this to the

Bishop of Grenoble. And see here whether I do

not believe !” Here the Curé approached his

bed, and drawing the curtain, showed the

Religious Father 2. large picture of our Lady

of La Salette, framed, and hung up at the

head of his bed. “ I did not insist further,”

writes this respected Religious to the Bishop

of Grenoble, “for I was convinced that the

good Curé had scarcely had anything to do

with all that I had heard reported of him. I

have repeated this to a great number of per



144 THE HOLY MOUNTAIN or

sons, who all conclude with me that the ima

gination of certain enemies of La Salette had

furnished those darkenings of suspicion which

had given so much scandal to pious souls.”

But the good Curé was quite disconsolati

at all that was attributed to him. He gave

expression to his feelings to several persons, of

whom one wrote on the 20th of Oct., 1851, to

the Abbe Rousselot as follows: “ I have seen

the Curé, who is truly disconsolate at what is

attributed to him. He told me, as well as

Madame D——, that he had never said that

the event of La Salette had not taken place;

only that it was possible that the child had not

well explained himself, or that he himself had

not well understood him; that, besides he had

never seen Melanie, who would perhaps have

been clearer in her answers. Madame D—-—

repeated the very same words to me five days

a o.”

I will add but one quotation more; it is

decisive of the affair at Ars. The 'Bishop of

Grenoble, after sending two of his clergy to

make enquiries on the spot, wrote to the

Bishop of Bellay, in whose diocese the parish

of Ars is situate. The following is an extract

from the reply of the Bishop of Bollay, a

prelate bearing a high character for wisdom

and sanctity.

“ Bellay, Jan. 15, 1851.

‘ ‘ Monseigneur,-

“Before answering the letter you did me

the honour to address to me, I wished to

make enquiries as to what had passed at Al‘s.
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I had a somewhat lengthened interview with

M. Raymond, who acts as Vicaire, and who

interrogated the young man on the subject of

La Salette. The Bishops of Valence and of

Viviére were with me for the consecration of

Monseigneur Challandon; I communicated to

them the documents which you sent me, and

this is the result of our reflections. 1. We

ever consider it as certain that the children

are not in any understanding with each other

'to deceive the public, and that they really

saw a person who spoke to them. 2. Was it

the Blessed Virgin? Everything leads to that

belief; but all this cannot be attested except

by miracles different from the Apparition.

...It is for you. Monseigneur, to examine

and pronounce,” &c., &c.

A few days after what had passed at Are,

the Bishop of Bellay had remarked to at

Marist Father :--“ What has passed at Ars is

but a trial and a tempest raised by the devil;

the fact of La Salette will come out of it more

brilliant.” And two months before his death,

the same distinguished Prelate repeated an

expression he had often used before:——“I

attach no importance to what passed at Ars;

the Curé of Ars is not competent to judge a

fact of so much gravity.”

If I have dwelt at some length on the inci

dent of Ars, itis because it is the sole object

tion of any moment that has been raised

against the evidence, and which, in the exag

gerated form it gained through rumour,

caused doubts to some believers for a time,

7
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whilst it deterred others from enquiry. But,

as the Bishop of Bellay had anticipated, “ the

fact of La. Salette came out of it more bril

liant." It was this circumstance that occa

sioned the demand for the secret to be sent to

Rome. And it was the encouragement that

came from Rome after the arrival of the secret,

which decided the Bishop of Grenoble on

issuing his judicial decision, and founding the

Sanctuary. The words of Maximin first

uttered after his return from Ars to Grenoble

were like a prophecy :

“ They now," he said, “mock at La Salette;

but it is like a flower which in winter they

cover with dirt and dung, but in the summer

it springs from the earth more beautiful."

At a later period Maximin said, in reply to

a friendly question:

“ The affair goes prosperouslyl You see

what a noise they have made. Oh well! It

is that which has pushed the secret to Rome;

without that noise, it would not have been

there yet." ""

' Whilst this chapter was going through the press I received a

letter from the Cure of Ars. It is written by the hand of another

person, but is signed by the holy Curé. and bears date July 10th,

1854. In it he says 2—“ 0n the Apparition of the Blessed Virgin

at La Salette, since his Lordship the Bishop of Grenoble preaches

it. and the Sovereign Pnntifl’, it is said, approves of it, I believe

that you may speak of it in all surety of conscience.”
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CHAPTER XIII.

THE MIRACLES OF LA SALETTE.

THE greatest miracle which has flowed from

La Salette is the miracle of grace. By all

accounts nothing could be more desolate for a

Catholic country than the state of religion in

the districts all round La Salette at the time

of the Apparition. “ Women advanced in

age alone attended Mass.” This declaration

of the Blessed Virgin was admitted to be a

fact, and was never contradicted. As a gene

ral affirmation it was but too true. Yet a

short time after the Apparition took place,

and in consequence of it, the religious condi

tion of the whole of that part of the country

became entirely changed. The Churches

filled with people; the Sacraments were well

attended; and swearing was put an end to.

If one heard another swear, he would rebuke

him, and say:

“Unhappy man! Did not the Blessed

Virgin forbid it? Would you bring the

famine back again?”

And the other would answer,

“ I beg pardon: I forgot myself.”

Hundreds of thousands of persons have been

attracted to the mountain of La Salette as

pilgrims. Let the reader reflect and consider

well within himself what state of mind and

what disposition of heart, this attraction sup

poses and implies. There was nothing for

earthly gratification, nothing to feed human
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curiosity on that mountain. Quite the con

trary. Every one who goes there must give

up for the time the most ordinary conveniences

of life. The worldly spirit has never found

its way there as yet. A strong religious feel

ing is manifested in all who ascend the holy

mountain. And it is the impression of those

who observe this pilgrimage in its daily pro

gress, that no one goes back without carrying

away a certain increase of peace and a certain

religious content.‘

These, at all events, are facts which no

Catholic will think of attempting to explain

by mere natural causes. They of necessity

presuppose the intervention of the Divine

Grace. Nor will ordinary graces explain a

course of conversion so extensive and so

thorough as that of which the pilgrimage and

the devotion to our Lady of La Salette have

been the instruments. The finger of God is

here, and the divine fruits, of which so great

an abundance is visible, prove that a divine

seed has been abundantly sown upon that

holy mountain. Indeed, the conversions f1 0111

a life of sin or of indifference to a life of piety,

which that pilgrimage has witnessed, is one

I Whilst revising this page for the press, a letter lies before

me, addressed by the Superior of the holy Sanctuary to a sub

deacon who is now at Oscott. acquiring a knowledge of the Eng

lish language for the service of the English pilgrims to La

Salette. It is dated July 6th, 1854. The Superior says: “Our

pilgrimage is more and more frequented. Last Sunday we had

two thousand pilgrims. Today we have at least two hundred at

the exercises, of whom five or six have been miraculously cured,

and have come to thank our good Mother. Never before, since i

came here, did I enjoy so much happiness as I have experienced

to-day l.. .. ..Oh, lmw good, how powerful is Mary! Hasten to

come and consecrate yourself to her service: ‘ the hain indeed

i0 WU", but the IGbOII‘CTI are few.” "
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of the greatest religious marvels of our time.

Many hardened sinners have also been con

verted by the prayers, the novenas, and the

pilgrimages, which their friends have made to

our Lady of La Salette on their behalf. Num

bers of these cases are known through private

circles, but it has been well observed, that

they are of too delicate a nature for public

authentication, nor are they susceptible of the

same kind of proof which attends a miracle in

the order of nature. I shall not, therefore,

dwell longer on this part of the subject.

But undoubtedly there have been wrought

a considerable number of miraculous healings,

either on the mountain, or in other places,

through the invocation of our Lady of La

Salette, and by the use of the water of the

fountain. And the three books of the Abbe

Rousseth are a good deal taken up with nar

ratives of these cures, and with the documents

drawn up and attested for proof of them.

These proofs are not in all the cases of equal

weight, nor are all the cures spoken of alike in

their importance and gravity; yet are there

proofs, abundant and beyond all that any one

can fairly require, to demonstrate, that mira

culous cures wrought in direct relation with

the Apparition of La Salette have been both

numerous and striking.

vAnd here let me forestall aremark. All

are not cured who go to the holy mountain

with the desire of obtaining their restoration

to health, or who invoke their cure from a

distance, even with a strong faith. No.

Miraculous intervention works by no such
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universal rule. This would be to change an

exceptional order of' things into a law. Men

would quickly proclaim it to be some occult

power of nature, and not a direct intervention

of the divine will. God has never at any time

constituted an ordinance which, like a sacra

ment, should on certain conditions, invariably

cure the diseases which flesh is heir to.

When the angel descended into the Probation,

and stirred its waters, the first who descended

was cured, and thus the chain of miracles was

kept up to the time of Christ in the Jewish

Church. But it was only one who was healed,

and only at the time when the angel came and

stirred the waters. It is neither in the order

of God, nor in the order of salvation, that

there should be a certain means, even with

the exercises of faith and devotion, to obtain

a miraculous healing of our corporal miseries.

Those miseries are often the greatest blessings

in disguise, and the occasion both of salvation

and of sanctification to the souls who are tried

and purified through their instrumentality.

But a sufficient number of persons, and

more than sufficient, are healed, to give an

authentication to the Apparition, of a kind

totally distinct from the testimony of the

children. These miracles witness from heaven,

whilst the children witness on earth. But

this is a fact of La Salette which ought not to

be passed over in the faithful testimony of a

pilgrim. Those who go there in quest of

heiling, though they find it not, return to

th2ir homes consoled and satisfied with their

lot. I met several who had been healed, and
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some who sought their cure and did not ob

tain it; but I did not find one in all that

number in whom the piety exercised in that

hallowed sanctuary had not infused at certain

holy cheerfulness and content.

In fact, when we look over the list of mira—

cles which have been published, it at once be

comes remarkable how evidently they-are de

signed as testimonies. They are found in this

place or that, all over France. Forty-six

cures are recorded up to Semptember, 1852,

and they are distributed over twenty-six dio

ccsses. Nor is the diocese of Grenoble that on

whose subjects the greatest number of cures

have been wrought. The diocesses of Aras,

Digne, and Langres have had more than any

others, that is to say, four in each.

With relation to diocesses the cures stand

as follows :—Marseilles, 1; Perpignan, 1; Fre

jus, 3; Avignon, 3; Digne, 4; Grenoble, 3;

Lyons, 1; Valence, 1; Viviers, l; Bordeaux,

1; Bourg, 1; Verdun, 1; Rennes, 1; Sens, 2;

Troyes, 2; Langres, 4; Blois, 1; Quimper, 2;

Soissons, 1; Orleans, 1; Paris 2; Amiens, 1;

Arms, 4; Cambrai, 2; Namur in Belgium, 1;

Lausannes in Switzerland, 1. It will thus be

seen, by glancing over the map of France, how

these miraculous powers have been exercised

in favour of persons, not more of the neigh

bourhood of the Apparition, than of any other

portion of France; and it will at the same

time become evident how widely extended is

this devotion to our Lady of La Salette.

I will now select a few examples of these

miracles, and will give a brief account of them.
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Those who wish to read the attestaticns may

refer to them as they are recorded in the

W0ka 1 have so often quoted.

Sister St. Charles Pierron, of the Hospital

liéres of St. Joseph of Avignon, was reduced

to the last stage of decline: for eight years

she had been compelled to lie in bed, and be

sides the severe afi‘ection of her lungs, had

violent pains of stomach, frequent spittings of

blood, dysentery, and a continuous slow fever.

In December, 1846, her sufferings became

much aggravated, her throat, tongue, and

palate grew ulcerated, and emitted a fetid

odour; she had great difficulty in swallowing

as well as in speaking so as to make herself

understood; and, from that time until the

16th of April, 1847, the day of her cure, she

took no solid food, and only a. small quantity

of fluid daily. In the month of February,

her two physicians, to quote the attestation of

one of them, “ gave her up to her sad destiny.”

rl‘he superioress of the community had a great

desire to obtain a confirmation of the evidence

of the two children of La Salette; and as the

maladies of Sister St. Charles had been long

and publicly known, she selected her case in

preference to that of any other of the sick of

her community. But when it was proposed

to Sister St. Charles, that her cure should be

sought through our Lady of La Salette, this

good Religious declared that she had no desire

to recover her health, as it would keep her

from eternity. The Superioress urged the

proposal upon her repeatedly, but as the sister

continued reluctant, the Superioress used her
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authority, and told her that she had no right

to consider herself, but only the glory of God

and the augmentation of the honour of the

Blessed Virgin. Sister St. Charles then con

sented, and expressed a conviction that she

should be healed, and a small quantity: of the

water of La. Salette was provided for her to

drink. She was requested to point out her

self the exercises to be followed during the

novens. Each day of that novena, a sister of

the community went to holy communion in

reparation for the sins of blasphemy and the

profanation of the Sunday, which the Blessed

Virgin had pointed out. There were three

fasts for the same intention, and each day the

community recited the Salve Regina, three

Aves, with the invocation, 0 Mary conceived

without sin, &c., and the Mater Admirabilis.

On the seventh day of the novena, Sister

St. Charles was not only worse, but swooned

and cast up a great quantity of blood. Seeing

her condition, the Superioress said to her:

“ I think the Blessed Virgin is going to cure

you by sending you to heaven.” Whereupon

the sister replied: “All my maladies do not

weaken my confidence; as I have only three

days more to suffer, I pray our good Mother

not to spare me." In fact, she would have

everything made ready, and begged that her

habit and veil, which had not been used for a

long time, might be put by her bedside. On

the Friday morning, the day before the con

clusion of the novena, after a very bad night,

she spat blood as usual. The community on

that morning anticipated their general com
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munion for her, as the Bishop of Chalon said

the Mass in their chapel. This was a trial to '

Sister St. Charles, as she had hoped the fol

lowing day to make her communion with

them. She was planning in her min-d to ask

for a general communion again for the follow

ing morning, in which she hoped to be able to

joSrli, and was full of this thought, when she

su denly felt a great revolution in her frame,

her maladies ceased at once, and she felt, to

use her own expression, as if an invisible hand

had raised her up. She cried out, “I am

healed.” Sister St. Joseph, who was in bed

in the same room, did not understand what

she said, and thought, on the contrary, that

she was becoming worse; she was the more

alarmed, as she was alone at this moment,

and too ill herself to go and help her. Sister

St. Charles hearing her weep, quitted her own

bed and went herself to console her. She did

the same to the porteress, who looked after

the convent during Mass. and was terribly

frightened at hearing some one running about

the room in which she had only left sick peo

ple in bed. She came rushing in quite out of

breath and feeling quite ill. Sister St. Charles

calmed her, gave her something to drink, as

well as to the Sister St. Joseph, and assured

them that she was cured. She then went

down to the chapel, and heard the remainder

of the Mass, kneeling without any support.

Her two physicians were astounded when they

saw her, and declare in their testifica'tions that

they could not believe their own eyes. She

joined the labours of the community, was as
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active as any other sister, could carry heavy

loads, and remained in perfect health.

This cure is declared by the physician-in

chief of the hospital of Avignon, to have taken

place in a manner beyond the intervention of

art, and to partake of the nature ofa prodigy.

It is certified in similar terms by two other

medical men, also by the three Capitular

vicars-general, by one of the first barristers of

Avignon, and by the Superioress and officials

of the community.

The next case I shall cite occurred at Aval

lon, in the archdiocese of Sens. Antoinette

Bollenat, aged thirty-three, had good health

until the age of twelve years, when she was

thrown down and cruelly beaten by a woman,

who pressed her knee violently upon her chest

and stomach. After that time Antoinette

constantly suffered the most dreadful pains;

for seventeen years she vomited whatever she

took, and was only able to digest a small quan

tity of milk or beef tea daily. For seven

years she had had an enormous tumour

over her stomach, on one side, which was

acutely painful, and continued to increase,

despite all the aids of medicine. For three

years she had lain on her back without being

able to move any of her limbs, except her

lower extremities slightly, and she was almost

entirely deprived of sleep. After her greatest

agonies of pain she was relieved by a swoon.

()n the 19th of November, 1847, she exhi

bited all the signs of approaching death. But,

some time before, she had proposed a novena

0 our Lady of La Salette. The Arch-priest
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procured some of the water from the fountain,

and during the novena she took a spoonful of

it each day. But instead of amending, her

state grew worse until the 218i) of November,

the feast of our Lady’s Presentation, and the

last day of the novena; when, at half-past

four in the evening, she suddenly felt her

pains gone, her turnout had disappeared, and

she arose quite in good health. After making

her thanksgiving, she joined the family table

and ate a good meal, and has continued with

out any return of her ailments. This miracle

was the subject of much and careful investi

gation. I will adjoin the judicial sentence of

the Archbishop of Sens.

“ Mellon Jolly, by the divine mercy and the

favour of the Holy Apostolic See, Archbishop

of Sens, Bishop of Auxerre, Primate of the

Gauls and of Germany.

“Having regard to the report of the com

mission appointed by us, the 24th of February,

1848, to conduct a judicial enquiry into the

facts relative to an extraordinary cure which

took place at Avallon on the 21st of Novem

ber, 1847, on the person of Antoinette Bol

lcnat, after a novena to the Most Blessed

Virgin; likewise, to the interrogatories of the

witnesses and the physician, dated the_7th,

8th, and 14th of February, 1848; likewise, to

the certificates and documents annexed to the

interrogatories; likewise, to the report pre

sented to us on the 20th of February, 1849,

by the Abbé Chanvau, our vicar-general

charged with the examination of this afl‘air

and the discussion of the facts; likewise to
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the conclusions drawn in the report: after

having taken the advice of our council, and

invoked the holy name of God.

“\Ve declare for the glory of God. the

glory of the most Blessed Virgin, and the

edification of the faithful, that the cure of

Antoinette Bollenat, wrought the 21st No

vember, 1847, after a novena to the most

Blessed Virgin, Mother of God, invoked under

the name of our Lady of La Salette, presents

all the conditions and all the characters of a

miraculous cure, and constitutes a miracle of

the third order.

“ Given at Sens, under our seal, and the

counter-sign of our Vicar-general, the 4th of

March, in the year of grace, 1849.

“ MELLON,

“ Archbishop of Sens.”

M. Martin, a cleric in minor orders, after

long, complicated, and painful sicknesses, was

attacked with a sciatica, which contracted his

leg. This additional malady became so seri

ous, and was accompanied with pains so

excessive, and so far beyond the power of his

weak and nervous state to bear, that his

physician had repeatedly declared, that unless

the pains could be diminished, they would

take him off. A novena to our Lady of La

Salette was commenced, and on the first day

of the novena, at seven in the evening, the

sufferer received some water from the fountain

of La Salette, drank ofit, and was immediately

restored to perfect health. This is attested

by the Superiors and Professors of the semi
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nary, and is authenticated in a formal letter

of the Bishop of Verdun, who declares his

conviction that "' it is very difficult to explain

such a cure by the sole forces of nature."

I shall next select a cure through a pil

grimage to La Salette, Mlle. Lauzur, of St.

Cere, aged 18, was placed at the pension of

the Convent of the Visitation at Valence.

From her childhood to her 13th year, her eyes

were affected from ophthalmia. This disorder

then disappeared, but from their defectiveness

and weakness, she still required the use of a

pair of spectacles. On the 17th of April,

1852, this young lady lost the entire use, first

of one eye, then of the other, on the same day,

and was reduced to such a total blindness,

that she became insensible to the light even of

the sun. Iler physician pronounced it to be

a case of amaurosis, and that both her eyes

were completely paralysed. After every

remedy which the science of medicine could

apply had been tried, without the least effect,

she herself proposed a pilgrimage to La Salette.

The young lady resolved in her piety to walk

the whole of the way from Valence, and she

set out in company with, and under the guid~

ance of Sister Mary Justine, a member of the

community. She travelled on foot the whole

way, employing her heart in prayer; and from

Corps, on the morning of the first of July, she

made the entire ascent to the mountain, still

on foot. She reached the sanctuary wet to

the skin from the heavy rain, and covered

with perspiration. She hoped to obtain her

restoration on the following day, which was
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the Feast of the Visitation of Our Lady. She

at once hastened to the Chapel, and as she

entered she exclaimed, “ How good it is to be

here !" A quarter of an hour afterwards

Father Sibillat, one of the missioners, gave her

the holy communion, on receiving which her

sight instantaneously returned. After a few

minutes of emotion, in which she remained

transfixed in her position, she exclaimed: “ I

see! I me!” After which she remained

intensely absorbed in contemplation. Mean

time Mass was said, and after it was finished,

it required the authority of Father Sibillat,

joined to the entreaties of Sr. Mary Justine,

to induce her to return from her absorbed

devotion, and to show the pilgrims who filled

the chapel what God had done for her through

the intercession of Mary. Her sight not only

remained perfectly good, but she very soon

found that her spectacles had become an em—

barrassment rather than a service, and she

ceased to use them.

This cure is attested by the physician of

Mlle. Lauzur, who calls it miraculous, by

fifty-five witnesses, and also by all the com

munity at Valence, and by all her fellow

pupils. The documents are legalized by the

Bishop of Valence.

The last case which I shall select shall be the

remarkable cure of Sister Mary Francis Sales,

professed Religious of the first house of the

Visitation at Paris. It took place at the

Convent of the Visitation at Rennes. Sister

Mary Francis Sales, according to the deposi

tion‘ of her physicians, had for several years



160 was now MOUNTAIN or

been suffering from enlargement of the heart,

with injury of the valves. An enormous pro

jection extended from the clavicle to the

lowest rib. After her arrival at Rennes from

Paris the malady continued to increase The

attacks of sufl‘ocation to which she had now

been subject for a long time reached to such a

degree of violence, that she could no longer

place herself in a horizontal position. The

displacement of the ribs became enormous;

the heart seemed ready to force itself through,

and the whole of the arterial system on the

left side began also to enlarge. The legs

swelled, till the swelling rose above the knees,

and they became red and excoriated. A hun

dred and ten days and nights the sufferer

passed sitting up in one position in a chair.

Cauteries, cuppings, and other violent reme

dies were tried, but found ineffectual to stop

the rapid progress of this horrible disease.

It was in the beginning of March, 1849,

that the physician, who had always affirmed

that the disease of Sister Mary Francis Sales

was beyond all remedy, finding her much

worse, informed her family of her hopeless

state. An elder sister then requested of the

Curé of La Salette a novena of Masses, and

sent to her dying sister some of the water

of the miraculous fountain, begging of her

that she would use it, and would join in

the novena. Sister Mary Francis Sales was

with difficulty induced to consent, from her

ardent desire of dying. At length the voice

of obedience decided her, and the novena was

commenced at La Salette on the 21st of March;
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the family of the sufferer and three of the

convents of her order joined in it. Until the

26th she was not more than an hour in the

day without an attack, and it often returned

in the night. The least movement gave her

torture, the beating of the heart alone caused

insufferable anguish. She could not swallow

a drop of water, or even her own saliva, and

was in constant expectation of her last mo

ment. On the 26th of March, at half-past six

in the evening, Sister Mary Francis Sales had

an attack, which, to all appearance, would

have been her last. It was the sixth day of

the novena. She was delirious; her eyes

were fixed, and she had all the symptoms of

approaching death. She received extreme

unctiion and the indulgence at the hour of

death. The sisters withdrew, and prepared

everything for her funeral, whilst the Supe

rioress, with four of the community, watched

by her. At midnight she was covered with

the death-sweat. They saw her face become

stifl'ened. The Mother Superioress put alight

to the eyes of her dying Religious, but she

could not see it, her eyes were glazed and

fixed. They lit the blessed candle, and began

the prayers for the agonizing. After a few

minutes respiration returned; she fell into a

kind of doze; the pulse grew intermittent;

sometimes it was several minutes without

beating, and then beat rapidly. The physi_

cian entered; she did not know him, for her

eyes were glazed and her delirium continued.

He said he could not answer for five minutes

of life, but she could not possibly get over the
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day. For the twenty hours of her agony she

could not swallow a drop of water; everything

flowed back from her mouth as in the agoniz

ing; all they did was to apply the water of

La Salette to her lips. Yet she ardently

desired the Holy Viaticum; and whenever

they spoke to her of God her reason returned.

The physician recommended their trying an

unconsecrated host, and she succeeded in swal

lowing it. At four in the evening, after she

had been twenty-two hours in her agony, the

holy Viaticum was brought. Sister Mary

Francis Sales must herself describe what fol

lowed. “ When they brought me our Lord,”

she writes, “I could neither see the priests

nor the sisters, nor the lights. I only knew I

was going to communicate. As soon as I had

received the holy Viaticum, I became con

scious of myself and of my state. I felt my

body burning all over. I understood that I

had been very near death, and said so to the

Superioress. Our Lord, after having shown

me the state from which He was drawing me,

said tome interiorly: ‘ It is I who can and

will heal thee.’ I said to Him, ‘ Fiat ;’ and I

could not have said anything else, for I had no

other feeling than to leave Him to act. From

the instant our Lord said this to me, a great

change seemed to be working in all my left

side; my heart seemed to return and resume

its place, but with a movement so violent that

it frightened me. Yet not finding it fol

lowed-by any suffering, and a feeling of ease

coming over my whole frame, I perceived my

self to be cured. I was so effectually and
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thoroughly. I had no more wish to make

known this favour than I had previously had

to receive it; however, after half or three

quarters of an hour of thanksgiving, I told it

to our Mother Superioress, and my counte~

nance also spoke for me, for it had regained

its natural appearance. I asked for something

to drink, and drank without difficulty. They

offered me something to eat, and I ate some

soup with great pleasure. I walked about

that same evening. My legs, which up to

that time had been so much swollen, especially

near the left foot, which was itself much

diseased, had returned to their ordinary state,

as well as my side. The cautery which I had

over my heart was healed. I slept well all

night. I breakfasted at five the next morning.

At six the physician came, astonished at the

state he found me in, instead of being dead.

Ile examined me with great care, and said to

me: ‘ Madam, you seem to me like one from
the other world.I Ever since I have been

able to go up and down stairs, which I could

not do for more than ten months before; I can

lie on either side; I can use my left arm as

well as my right. In short I am in perfect

health, and able to follow all the duties of

the community. Glory be to God, glory to

Mary!" '

I will add the conclusion of the interesting

document from which I have given these ex

tracts.

“All these depositions having been re

ceived:
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“ Considering the certificate of the Messrs.

Brute who attest:

“ 1. That the cure of Sister Mary Francis

Sales could not have been effected by the

remedies employed, which were all in vain;

“ 2. That the sufferer had been reduced to

the last agony;

“3. That they had given up employing

remedies;

“ 4. That the cure was instantaneous;

“5. That the cure has now lasted for four

months;

“ Considering, likewise, the account dawn up

by the sufferer herself; I

“ Likewise the depositions of the Religious

sisters who were in habitual communication

with the sufi'erer;

“ Likewise the deposition of the Abbé Cor

vaisier (the Chaplain):

"We have judged that the cure of Sister

Francis Sales was wrought in a manner alto

gether extraordinary, and beyond the laws of

physiology and pathology, and we have per

mitted the Mother Superioress in conse

quence, to make known the facts above

related, as well as to deliver copies of the

present procés-verbal, to persons interested in

knowing them.

“ Signed by

“ MM. FnAIN, Vicar General, Superior;

THE ABBE Convnsmn, Chaplain of the

Visitation; Baum, SEN" BRUTE, JUN.

the physicians; SISTERS MARY TERESA,

Superioress; MARY ELIZABETH BASSI,

assistant, MARY PAULINE, Infirmarian;
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MARY ns Camus; MARY Farmers

Saws; Lomss FRANCES; Srsmuru ns

GONZAGA.

“The present procés-verbal was seen and

approved by us, the Bishop of Rennes, the

2nd August, 1849.

“ G. Burton 01" Rsmms."

It is worthy of notice, that scarcely one of

the miraculous cures of which I have given

these brief accounts occurs at the time when

the sick person looked for it. It is also deserving

of remark, that many of the cures take place

about four o’clock in the evening; this seems

to have some relation with the time of the

conclusion of the Apparition, which, as the

children suppose, began between two and

three o’clock. The reader will not fail to

observe, that they have the most intimate

relation with novenas and invocations of our

Lady of La Salette, and with the use of the

Water from what is so truly called the miracu

lous fountain.

CHAPTER XIV.

CONCLUSION.

“ as wno 1s MIGHTY HATH DONE earn THINGS

'ro ME, ass norr ls ms NAME."

IIoLY Morass.

What thou didst sing with all thy pro

phetic soul on the mountains of Judea, thou



166 THE HOLY uounnm or

hast made manifest 'on the mountain of La

Salette. There was seen the shadow of thy

brightness, tempered for mortals eyes to look

upon, and the sun grew pale before it. There

thou didst reveal thy maternal power with

Jesus, and thy maternal love for us. There

thou didst choose two poor children out of all

the world, two simple cowherds, to be the

apostles of thy motherly pity and thy motherly

love; and thou hast kept them in their sim

plicity. Thou wert found in the fields where

they lay in the mid-day; thou art honoured

where thy footsteps stood. Thy heavenly

tears were for Jesus dishonoured. The grief

on thy face is for thy many children, who

abandon His grace, and who turn their backs

upon His holy law. Alasl thou hast come to

warn us how thy compassionate intercession

with Jesus is bound up and restrained by the

indifference of thy children. Jesus has almost

exhausted His mercy, and thou hast almost

exhausted intercession. Oh Mother of mercy,

comptlled, by thy love, to be the messenger of

vengeance, as a last resource thou hast come

thyself to plead with us, and to move us by

that voice of sweet and motherly tenderness.

Thou hast come in the clear noonday, and hast

found a world that was already dark, blind

with sin, and dark with ingratitude. Thou

hast revealed to us that deluge of calamities

which hangs in the clouds above our heads;

those last and most frightful mercies which,

unless they repent, God has in store for His

erring people. What does all this signify,

but that, without the_co-0perati0n of our wills,
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God cannot save us, and all thy prayers can

not help us with Him?

But He who is mighty has done great things

for us through thee. Through thee He gave

us His own eternal and well-beloved Son. In

thee He gave us the perfect example of a pure,

holy, and immaculate creature, loving Him

pefectly, by the life of His Holy Spirit, which

dwelt within thee. And from that dreadful

Cross, whilst drowning death and sin in His

great agony, Jesus the Son of God, Jesus the

Child of thy womb, whilst He brought us

back from death to life, gave us thee for our

Mother and protector. We have no mother

in heaven but thee. The saints are our

brothers and our sisters, and they love us well,

and pray for us much; but they have not the

Mother’s power with Jesus; they have not

the Mother’s love for us. Jesus gave thee

those maternal rights to exercise for us;

Jesus gave us those claims to look as children

up to thee, when, with those dying words He

said to that one beloved child who stood there

for us all: “ Son, behold thy Mother !”

And, on the holy mountain which thou hast

chosen, thou hast shown once more a Mother's

love and a Mother's power; a Mother’s power

with Jesus, and a Mother’s love for us. Thou

hast made eloquent the tongues of thy chil_

dren. Thy power has been made manifest

through their weakness. In thy sanctuary

the graces of thy Son, inclined ever to thy

prayers, have drawn those multitudes to

repentance and conversion, and have filled

them with peace and joy in the Holy Gh0st,
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thy heavenly spouse. The miraculous waters

of thy ever-flowing fountain are but a. figure

and a sign of that fountain of grace, that lov

ing Heart of thy Divine Son, which ever

flows; and which flows so abundantly at the

voice of thy pleading from thy chosen sanc

tuary, upon all who call upon His name

through thee. Thou hast peopled the desert;

thou hast made the solitude to flourish; thou

art the joyful Mother of many repentant

children. Health of the sick, Comfortress of

the afflicted, Help of Christians, Reconciler of

sinners, Joy of the pilgrim, pray for us who

have recourse to thee.

Exert a Mother's care,

And us my children own;

To Him convey our prayer,

Who chose to be thy Son.

Mary is inseparable from Jesus, and the

glory of Mary is the glory of Jesus; her

power, the power of Jesus. Jesus is the life

of all who live; Mary, our better Eve, is the

mother of all the living. She exercises a

mother’s solicitude and a mother’s ministry

with a. mother's love. If there is an earthly

ministry there is also a heavenly ministry.

Of the Angels St. Paul says, that “ they are

all ministering spirits, sent to minister for

those who shall receive the inheritance of sal

vation.” And David says, “He has given

His angels charge over thee.” And the Saints

have profited men more in heaven than they

ever did them service on earth. And the

Church says in her prayer for the Feast of

the holy Archangel, the prince and leader of
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the heavenly hosts, that God has constituted

the ministry both of angels and of men in

wonderful order. As a king exercises his

power through ministers in many grades and

orders, gives them power of interceding with

him, and makes them the channels of his

favour in the degree in which they approach

him, and exalts thereby his majesty and

power; so heaven’s eternal King exalts His

holy ones in power, and gives them a resem

blance to Him, not only as He is holy, but

also as He is mighty. They are seated on the

thrones of His power. But at the right hand

of Jesus, Queen of angels and of saints, is

Mary, the fairest, the purest, and the most

holy of that mighty host; exercising a

mother’s power, and full to perfection of a

mother’s love. If Michael, at the head of the

heavenly hosts, was the chief protector of the

Hebrew Church, Mary was not as yet upon

her throne by the side of Jesus; Michael rules

the angels, Mary all the choirs of the blessed.

When she prays, they all pray in her com

pany; when she lifts up her voice in supplica

tion, they all extend their hands. IfAbraham,

by his justice, withheld the hand of God; if

Moses, by his meekness, stayed back His

avenging arm; Mary, by her love, restrains

His justice when His mercy seems no longer

to endure. Jesus sees the motive in her

which He cannot find in us. Moved by those

two great loves—the love of Jesus and the

love of us—she prays and pleads with an irre

sistible power. And God loves to be over

a
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come by the solicitude and love of that holiest

of creatures, that most immaculate of beings.

The Apparition of our Mother 0n the

mountain of La Salette is not the publication

etc new doctrine, but of a new grace. It is a

revelation of the love and pity which reign in

heaven for us. God is exceedingly angry

with His sinful children. The hands ofJesus

are heavy with the accumulation of millions

of ingratitudes. His Mother pleads earnestly

for her children. Like Rachel, she Weeps

because they are not. The cruel enemy has

slain their souls. Blasphemies abound.

Churches mourn their widowhood. Men

come not to the fountains of grace. Mary

comes and proclaims these sad truths to France

at the very time that a new Pontifi' rises in

the pulpit at Rome, and opening his mouth

for the first time, proclaims these same sad

truths to the Roman people. \Vho does not

remember the discourse of Pius 1X. in the

Church of Sant’ Andrea della Valle? And as

it'he had in view the complaints of Mary on

La Salette, in his Encyclical letter to the

Archbishops and Bishops of Italy, of Decem

ber, 1849, he urges the same subject anew in

these remarkable words :—“ Venerable breth

ren, in all things your cares and those of the

priests, your co-operators, should tend espe

cially to bring the faithful to conceive the

greatest horror for crimes that cause scandal

to our neighbour. For you know that in

various places the numbers have increased of

those who dare publicly to blarpheme the

Saints of heaven, and even the most holyname

 



LA SALBTTE. 1 7l

of God ; or who on the days set apart to God

give themselves up to servile works, and open

their shops; 01' who, in the presence of many,

despise the precepts of fasting and abstinence.

By the voice of your zeal, let the faithful be

led to represent to themselves and seriously

to consider the enormous gravity of sins of this

kind, and the severe pains with which their

authors will be punished.”

And thus Mary complains with bitter sor—

row, that a baptized, a Catholic people, a peo

ple consecrated to her, should live without

God and without His Church. That in hea

ven as on earth, hope for that people is perish—

ing. Oh marvellous mercy of grace! All is

at the gloomiest, and the deluge is impending,

when, behold! the rainbow of peace appears in

,the heavens. Their gates are opened. A

wondrous light is seen on that solitary moun

tain, as Moses saw it in the bush, as Elias on

Horeb, asthe shepherds at Bethlehem. The

sun is but as a taper before that wonderful

brightness. It is the garment of the mother

of God. And, behold, she is seated on the

fountain. She rises, she speaks, she carries

the image of her Son upon her breast. He is

crucified. She is weeping. And yet she is in

glory. So the glorious God Himself was

touched, before the deluge came, “with sor

row of heart." Mary sorrows because the

sorrows of Jesus come not near her children;

she sorrows because they will not take His

sorrows to their heart.

But what new garb is this of our heavenly

Mother? She no longer wears the white veil
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and blue robe of the daughters of Nazareth.

No, Mary come not as a child of Nazareth,

but as the Queen of Heaven. And not as she

is beheld there, but as she may be apprehended

here. It is in robes of white that she leads

the virgin choirs of heaven. And “ the king's

Mother stands at His right hand, in a garment;

of gold, surrounded with variety.” She car

ries the symbols of the devotion of her clients

as her ornaments. A rosary encircles her

breast, a rosary crowns her head, rusaries sus

tain her feet. But around the roses so near

her heart, there is a heavy chain—alas! the

bondage of sinners. The chain of flowers and

the chain of iron links—the devout souls and

the sinful souls; Mary carries both in her lov

ing remembrance; but one is the joy, the

other the anguish of that maternal heart.

They are of many colours, those flowers, for

she is encircled with variety, and that variety

is the varied devotion of her faithful children.

But why does our Mother weep? Why does

she carry a chain as if a bondswoman? And

how does she sufi'er if the saints are past all suf

ferings? Mary's tears spring not from her own

sufferings, they spring for our admonition. And

if the blessed know no bondage of their own, we

chain the freedom of their goodness towards

us. We bind in captivity that wonderful effi

cacy of their prayers and of their services.

Mary sufi'ers restraint and coercion through

our sins and indifference, in the exercise of

her maternal intervention with her S0n.—-“ If

my people will not submit, I am compelled to

let go the arm of my Son, it is so strong, so
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heavy, that I can no longer withhold it. 'How

long do I suffer for you! If I would not

have my Son abandon you, I am compelled to

pray incessantly for you, and you make no

account of it.” ’

From the time that Melanie saw Mary the

world has faded on her sight. If she has not

sought the world, yet for these eight years

past has the world been coming to her. But

to the child of the vision of Mary the world

has no beauty, no charm, no contentment.

What St. Gregory the Great taught his dea

con as a truth, she has experienced as a fact.

And the eyes which beheld the glorious one

from heaven, finds the earthly creation divested

of beauty. and shorn of power to attract her

heart. Nothing is beautiful to those eyes

which have seen the beauty of Mary. Nothing

is brilliant to that eight which saw the splen~

dour of her glory. Nothing is melodious to

those ears which listened to her heavenly

voice. Her looks are lifted to the mountains

whence her Mother came. And if such be

the beauty, such the sweetness, such the glory

of Mary, even as seen in her distress, and by

the mortal eyes of a poor child, what is the

beauty of Jesus, what His sweetness, and what

His glory, as seen by Mary herself, and by

those blessed and immortal spirits, whose

natures the light of glory has adapted to live

in the vision of His infinite beauty and in the

power of His endless glory; whose hearts the

Spirit of eternal Charity has drawn into the

sweetest embrace of His unbounded love?

All do not receive this heavenly vision, nor
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these words of Mary, and yet it is an enforce;

ment of the Catholic truth. Still it is no

part of “the Catholic faith, which, except a

man believe faithfully and steadfastly, he can

not be saved.” Like the counsel of our Lord,

all do not receive it, but those to whom it is

given. There is a faith which rests upon the

doctrines of the Church, and content with

that, looks not beyond. And there is a faith

which is ever standing betwixt the borders of

time and eternity, keenly alive with interest

for every sound which is heard from the hea

vens. There are souls, and faithful souls, who

are little disposed to cultivate the supernatu

ral beyond the beaten track. There are

others who are over credulous, and who seize

upon every rumour of things professing to

come from beyond this world, without much

care or consideration for its evidence. Then,

again, there are souls whose faith is dull and

sluggish, because it is not cultivated with any

degree of earnest prayer; souls whose faith.

rests more on habit than it lives by action. To

such a believer it is a burden which he hears,

perhaps somewhat painfully, perhaps with a

certain sense of humiliation rather than of

humility. It is not the animating principle

which carries him through his every-day life.

The cares of the world are uppermost with

him, or pleasures absorb him, or he is vain of

his knowledge, or proud of his reason, or

human respect has taken hold of him, has

entered within him, and holds his soul a cap

tive. This is a large class, and to them the

report of news from heaven, is commonly
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attended with more uneasiness than interest,

. and rather inclines to give trouble than to

awaken or to console. Not often is the case,

because they are wisely prudent, and unwil

ling to commit themselves, but because the

supernatural has no charms for them. The

invisible world is remote from their minds

and aloof from their affections. The foreign

intelligence in which they delight is of another

kind. Their souls have made no home, no

affectionate friends in their spiritual country.

They believe in miracles as a general point of

faith, but would thank you not to bring them

to their door. The last despatch from the

seat of war is incomparably more interesting

to them than the “great news" brought by

the Mother of God from heaven. The title of

this book may deter many of that class from

opening it. But it was never intended for

them.

There is another class who will read this

\book, but who have an impression on their

tminds, that neither the Apparition ofour Lady

.of La Salette, nor her warnings, nor her prophe

cy, regard us in this country—that they mainly

refer to France,--that at all events the second

and the third commandments of God are not

those .which are the most neglected in Eng

land. Alasl let us all reflect a little upon

what we know. England is full of blasphe

mies, and what, before Heaven, is an English

Sunday? What are the habits of our rude

and ignorant poor? What their language?

and what their life on Sundays? Does it

vstop here? Look at the late census, and sur
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,vey both town and country. The shops are

closed and work ceases, but where are the

great masses of the people? Is it to God they

give themselves? How long will men con

found cessation of business and the stopping

of work, whatever be the motive, with observ

ance of the Sunday? Then, let us turn

nearer home, to our'own poor people. How

many scattered over the face of the country,

without Church or pastor, go to no Mass, and

live without the observance of the Sunday?

When is there a new mission commenced,

where numbers beyond all anticipation are not

found, children of the faith who have lived

without the exercise of it duties? And then,

for that vice for which Mary mourns, and

which weighs down the arm of her Son,—

“they swear and introduce the name of my

Son.”

Then, for this blasphemy—blasphemy

against Jesus in His Holy Eucharist—blas

phemy against Jesus in His Holy Sacrifice.

Our sovereigns are not crowned without it.

Our peers enter not the Senate without it.

Our representatives enter into parliament with

it on their lips. Terrible oaths, in which God

is called to witness against Himself. They

form a part of our laws, they are an element

of our constitution. Then add to these blas

phemies, those others against the Mother of

our Lord, and against His saints, those against

the other sacraments and against holy things,

and those against the Church of God. How

much of this do we continually hear from

members of the legislature, and from oflicials
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of all degrees. Let us consider those blasphe

mies, more dreadful still, which are uttered

in a sort of satanic fervour on platforms and

in powerful associations. That active propa

gandism, those energetic organizations, all

those hired instruments, upheld and sent forth,

with no other object than to spread and pro

mote these blasphemies, and to bring our poor

to join in them with the yet deeper crimi

nality of apostacy. Then consider that more

horrible class of apostates, men driven from

the sanctuaries which they have profaned by

their crimes, going forth with the light of

truth within them, however defiled, and

gathering in this land for the mere price which

is paid for their blasphemies. And they come

and invent such blasphemies as hell alone

can match in atrocity, and which, but for

their hire, they would never think of invent

ing, nor of giving utterance to.

Next consider how widely our literature is

imbued with abuse and denial of the things of

God. How the crime of blasphemy, not

coarsely, not vulgarly, but deeply and effica

ciously penetrates into so many of our books

of science. How it spreads through so many

of our periodicals. How loudly and how

vehemently it is heard in vast numbers of our

newspapears.

Consider, again, our English Sunday with

reference to this most melancholy subject, and

those thousands of pulpits, from which, to

speak against Jesus in His Holy Eucharist,

in His Holy SaCrifice, in His other Sacra

,ments, in His Blessed Mother, in His Saints,
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in His Church, in His Vicar on earth, is the

entertainment mingled with the invocation of

God, and furnished for the guidance of so many

of our countrymen.

There may be ignorance behind all this

blasphemy, and to an undefinable extent there

is, blind and dreadful ignorance. But that

unhallowed temper which is so ‘widely ex

hibited can never be called invincible. The

excitement, the unscrupulousness, the fierce

passion, the bitter and turbulent zeal with

which these blasphemies come out from the

mouths of so many of our countrymen, are

the sad and too sensible proof, if they could

see or would reflect, that they are not acting

with that spirit of God, which is peaceful,

mild, patient, charitable; but that they are

contending against the Holy Spirit of peace.

It is the terrible spectacle of the Pharisees

and Sadducees before our Lord that is renew

ed in this age against His institutions, His

doctrines, and His Saints. But let us sup

pose, however impossible the supposition may

he, that men, and men baptised, and acting

under the impression that they have insur

mountable conviction, can deny, and insult,

and defile the truths of God and the facts of

His holy religion, after they have been pro

claimed to them and heard by them, with as

much ease and peace of conscience as they

may deal in a like spirit with whatever is in

itself intrinsically false and without any re

lationship with their own souls; even then,

what a spectacle to God and to all good souls

is a vast and agitated multitude of 'men,
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blindly, ignorant, and passionately blas

pheming the truths of heaven and the sacra

ments of grace, the divinest gifts of God and

the heliest fruits of the love of Jesus.

After thus Considering what England is,

and especially what an English Sunday is,—

say, whether there is no voice-for us in La,

Salette. Whether we do not require to prac

tise expiations and atonements. \Vhether we

have no need of such a Confraternity as that

of Our Lady, Reconciler of Sinners of La Sa

lette, for the reparation of blasphemy and the

abuse of the Sunday. Whether of all expia

tory devotions it' is not the one most needed,

most adapted to our wants and to our circum

stances.

That heavenly voice was undoubtedly ad

dressed to France immediately and in the

first instance. It has already carried both its

warnings and its blessings int-o countries more

remote. But La Salette is intimately associ

ated with the Catholic Church in this country.

It has already caused much prayer to be said

for England. Twice a day the missioners of

La Salette invite the pilgrims, as they arrive,

to offer up their prayers for England. Twice

a day in that holy Sanctuary are prayers in

public offered up in our behalf. I am not

without grave reason for believing that a part

of one of those mysterious secrets has refer

ence to the future of the Church in England.

I do not now refer to a statement recently

published, for I am satisfied, through my own

examinations, that in partof its details on this

subject, however accurate in others, there is
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some mistake; and yet I venture to afiirm

that I have been able to put together, from

different points, evidence sufficient in its con

struction to satisfy my own mind, that Mary

spoke of England, and in words that intimate

a day of consolation in some future time. I

cannot but join my impression of such an in

timation with those continuous prayers which

she has moved her children on her holy

mountain to offer for our country. And it is

with the hope of inducing pious Catholics in

England to join their devotions with those of

our brethren on the Continent, and with those

of our Lady’s pilgrims, more fervently and

more abundantly; and to give them a motive

for invoking our Lady of La Salette with more

devotion and more confidence, that I have been

led to give this expression to the convictions

which I have imbibed.

Let me conclude with the words of a very

great personage, which, though spoken in pri—

vate have found their way to the public

ear:—

“an: Pmenmwn or LA SALETTE 1s

AUTHENTIC, am) run. or THE FUTURE.”

28 AP 56
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